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AGE AND SEX CATEGORIES* 


Linton 
Columbia University 


Some points interest. age groups have separate cultures? How 
the role adolescence varies among different cultures. American 
adolescence extension childhood. Marriage rite passage 
well union persons. The significance Confirmation, the 
debut. Does old age really generally bring increased prestige? 
older women gain power they graduate from 


social structure and search for formulations which might prove 

useful tools for research. particular, the growing interest prob- 
lems personality and culture has created need for some system which 
the positions individuals within social-cultural configuration can 
clearly delimited. Any refinement the present crude comparative methods 
personality study has prerequisite the development 
which groups individuals can delimited terms community 
social position and culture participation. The familiar institutional ap- 
proaches society and culture have proved inadequate for this since each 
institution corresponds only small segment the individual’s social- 
cultural participation. seems that better formulations can developed 
through analysis the various ways which societies classify and 
organize their members and the types classification and organization 
which appear common all sacial systems. 

The first point revealed analysis that every society classifies 
and organizes its members several different ways simultaneously. dis- 
cussion these multiple systems organization beyond the scope the 
present paper. Instead propose deal with only one aspect social struc- 
ture; the classification society’s members the basis age and 
For our present purposes these two characteristics may treated 
unit since membership particular age-sex category, one 


years have witnessed increasing interest the phenomena 
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clearly delimited group such categories, will found prerequisite 


for the occupation practically any status within given social system. 
This most obviously the case with regard occupational statuses. Nearly 


every skill included within given culture will found have 
signed the particular age-sex category within the given 
society. Even new skills, after brief period uncertainty, became associ- 
ated with such categories part the process integration. However, 
even_membership associations within organi- 
zation bear very relation age-sex categories. Thus before per- 
son can join even such informal Association work exchange 
group must pass lower age limit. Similarly, before an_individual can 
assume the status father new conjugal family unit must belong 

With respect positions which are less central the family structure the 
factor particular age-sex categories less obvious. Occu- 
pation these positions is, course, determined other factors real 
assumed relationship. However, the ascribed_roles for such 
positions always assume ill belong particular age-sex 
category. Note the impossibility adhering the formal roles for 
uncle-nephew relationship when the uncle child and the nephew 
adult. 


must emphasized that the establishment age-sex categories 
classificatory device. Such groupings need not and usually 
any internal structure. There may connection between category mem- 
bership and membership particular Association, when all the men 


particular age group form dance society, but such linkage largely 


fortuitous. Even when prescribed the culture pattern will 


found that the Association does not actually include all individuals 
the particular category. spite the absence structure, however, there 
seems universal tendency for members all the age-sex categories 


above the infant level develop least some sense category solidarity, 
based community and interest. With this associated 


least rudimentary ability act unit cases where all members 
feel themselves threatened. The skill with which children adolescents 
conceal certain details the behavior their contemporaries from adults 
would case point. Both these phenomena are undoubtedly associ- 


ated with the tendency for certain culture patterns expressed and 


transmitted the members particular age-sex categories. This 


this point the infinite variability cultures operates qualify even such seemingly 
obvious generalization. There are some African groups which woman may assume the 
social status father. Even such cases must adult woman, i.e., occupation 
this status has prerequisite membership either one two age-sex categories. See 
Herskovits, Dahomey, Vol. pp. 
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almost unexplored field which should, believe, yield results considerable 
practical well theoretical importance. 
The ous primitive societies which the adult male adult 


female category arrogates edge and certain patterns 
which are transmitted new individuals only the 


time when they are initiated into the category. Even among ourselves 
adults normally withhold certain knowledge from children and adolescents. 


are all familiar with the sudden lull certain lively conversations when 
child enters the room. However, are prone forget that the members 
sub-adult categories also have their distinctive culture patterns which 


are not learned from adults. These patterns, like the secret knowledge 
the adult, are transmitted new individuals they enter the category. 
Thus most children’s games are not taught the child adults but 
slightly older children. The same holds for the patterns adolescent love 
making, least our society. These culture patterns the sub-adult 
categories are relinquished individuals they pass groupings which 
are higher the age series and are, very large extent, forgotten. How- 
ever, they may differ enough from the functionallly equivalent patterns 


the adult produce acute embarrassment him when reminded 
them. 


the individual continuum within which most physiological states under- 


gradual and almost imperceptible change. The only clearly distinguish- 


able datum points this series are birth, the arrival sexual maturity, 
the reproductive powers and death. Even the datum points connected 
with sex and reproduction are accurately determinable only for females. 
Societies have, therefore, considerable range choice with respect both 
the number age-sex categories distinguished and the points 
the life cycle which transitions from one category another are 
supposed take place. Curiously enough, this aspect social organization 
has been largely overlooked investigators primitive societies. Although 
ethnological report considered complete unless includes the native 
terms for relatives the most remote and least considered degrees, one 
will look vain for similar lists age-sex groups. Although such terms 
are not significant themselves, they provide sure clue the type 
age-sex differentiations recognized the particular society and through 
this the functions the various categories relative the society 
whole. 


Although both relationship terms may reflect 
other factors than those socia ction, safe say that age-sex 


grouping likely terminologically differentiated for any long period 


spite the close relation which age-sex categories bear_to physiologi- 
cal facts, they are means divorced from cultural factors. The life 
after has ceased functionally differentiated. Our own age-sex 
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minology offers interesting example this. rural England the eight- 


eenth century members the adolescent group were distinguished 
special terms, i.e. lad_and while the final periods the male and 
female life cycle were also known distinctive terms such gaffer for 


old men and goody for old women. With espe- 


cially the introduction child labor, the adolescent category lost its 

distinctive functions and culture the terms associated with 
dropped out_of urban usage. They survive today only rural districts 
and conscious poetic archaicisms. When, with the rise modern social 
and psychological studies, this period the individual life cycle again 
began obrude itself, was designated new term, adolescence, which 
still has not achieved general popular usage. Even for scientists this new 
physiological rather than sociological connotations. Similarly, 
industrialization brought important changes the status the old who, 
under rural conditions, were accustomed retire from active man- 
agement their property soon the eldest son had married and set 
housekeeping the family homestead. The time retirement was 
longer formalized and the period old age became correspondingly in- 
definite both its limits and social functions. This change was marked 
the loss the distinctive old age terms from urban usage with their replace- 
ment the familiar adult category terms with the qualifying adjective 
employed when needed for precision. 

Although the lack data makes generalizations with respect patterns 
age-sex classification somewhat hazardous, few conclusions appear 
justified. Such classificatory systems are sufficiently divorced from physi- 
ological considerations make possible almost any amplification formal 
categories and almost any choice transition points. Only birth and death 
are universally recogni ition points and even these not always 
set the limits the individual’s social participation. many societies 
the unborn child becomes part the social configuration from the mo- 
ment that pregnancy recognized and guarded elaborate taboos 
incumbent upon one both parents. The Chinese custom reckoning 
the age individual from the time conception rather than that 
birth good example this attitude. Conversely, has been repeatedly 
pointed out, there are numerous societies which the fact birth does not 
make the child part society. Participation comes only with some cere- 
mony formal recognition, when the Roman father took his child into 
his arms. 

The significance death relative membership the society equally 
variable. Even those societies which not believe ancestral spirits, 
separation the individual from the society normally comes, not with 


death but with the termination the funeral rites. Where there strong 
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gory transition, comparable its social significance marriage. Thus for 
the the dead are much members the society the living and 


are regarded almost equally active participants their families’ activities. 
turn from such terminal categories the age-sex groupings differ- 
entiated within what consider the authentic life cycle, still find 


wide range variation between different societies. Thus the Inca 


distinguished ten age groupings for This unparalleled sub- 


device and the round number probably reflected the decimal mindedness 
which permeated the organization their empire. impossible tell 
the present time how far these categories were differentiated with 
respect anything but tax rolls and obligations service, and membership 
some them was certainly brief duration. Apparently the female life 
cycle was less minutely subdivided. 

the light our very limited information, seems that there 


tendency distinguish more male than female age groups, possibly 
reflection the prestige and soci cial importance men 

primitive societies. There also seems little correlation between the 
ages which category transitions occur the male and the female 
except that female transition the adult category tends 


the male transition. Although there obvious 
physiolo ogical explanation for this, other factors may very well involved. 


The role the adult male provider and family head would normally 
require_a greater degree maturity and experience than the role wife. 
pointed out that even females the readily discernible 
onset sexual maturity means always signal for induction into 
the adult category. Even societies which not recognize distinct 
category adolescents, the transfer female from child adult status 


frequently delayed until the birth her first child. 
spite the wide range variation the delimitation age and sex 


categories, there minimum seven groupings which appear 


all systems age-sex classification. These are boy, girl, adult 


man, adult woman adult woman, old man, old woman. Even these primary differentia- 


tions well facto factors are recognizable. Cultural 


factors are least important connection with the infant category, which 
established primarily the infant’s helplessness and complete 
ence upon adults. Sex differences are little importance this stage, 
fact reflected most age-sex terminologies. Nearly all languages seem 
have single asexual term for infant, corresponding our own 
Although there may special terms for male and female infants, the 
general terms ordinarily the one most common usage. 

all the higher levels the age-sex 


sex seems However, such distinctions seem 


inological differentiation 
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determined quite much cultural biological factors. Thus 
pre-pubertal boys and girls differ little all their physiologically 
determined potentialities for work social participation. The primary 
reason that they are distinguished all classificatory systems that at, from 

the child categories thus looks forward the very real physiological 
well cultural the sexes which will come with 


sex have been shaped different their childhood training and 
adult experience. Their equivalence reflected, all, 
the removal many the social and especially ceremonial disabilities 
which adult women are subject. Thus old women are almost universally 
exempted from seclusion and chaperonage. They also tend allowed 
much more Even societies which are strongly 
patriarchal theory will found that surprisingly large number 
families are ruled strong willed mothers grandmothers. Lastly, very 
large proportion the societies which exclude adult women from_participa- 
tion religious ceremonies and contact with sacred objects 


after the menopause. cite single example, the Comanche 
excluded adult women from contact with “medicine” objects and from the 
practice supernaturalistic healing, and thought that was impossible 
for them acquire Old women, the other hand, could acquire 
and use exactly the same terms men and were treated 
equals male holders. was even common practice this 
tribe for medicine men train their wives the techniques healing 
when they had reached middle age, transferring their own powers them 
immediately after the menopause that, they were widowed, they could 
still carry the husband’s practice. 
regards the adult categories, differentiation sex clearly indicated 
physiological and cultural grounds. These categories are every- 
where associ with the Clearest cultural participation. 
patio 
always their members which form the mainstay society and which 
xercise its culture patterns most complete form. These categories repre- 
sent the high point the individual’s existence. The social roles members 
the younger categories are organized mainly terms. preparation for 
from them. 
Although the seven categories just discussed are basic all systems 
age-sex classification, most societies seem amplify the series one point 


than corresponding age bracket. However, the members each 
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another. Although material for really satisfactory comparative studies 
still lacking, seems that amplifications are most frequent connection 
with the child categories, least the quent connection with the adult ones. 
these generalizations are correct, this probably reflects the longer dura- 
tion the adult period and the slow and barely perceptible nature the 


physiological changes which take place within it. 
One the most interesting problems connection with age-sex classifi- 


societies have separate term for this period accord recognition 
their social structure. This the more suprising since there increasing 
evidence that this period the life cycle distinctive one, having its 


own physiological characteristics. The work 
others has shown that case females, and presumably 


also, the onset sexual maturity and the 
sterile period which may last for 
much three years. Nature thus provided our species with interval 
for courting and for sexual experimentaion unhampered the threat 


offspring and the social responsibilities which these entail. During this 
period the function sex primarily one pleasure. The awakened or, 


interaction with the rsal 
lever for detaching the individual from his previous close 
association rents and siblings. They help overcome the emotional 
dependence members his family group which has been developed 
the course his childhood experience, encourage him new experiments 
personal relationships and prepare him psychologically for his adult 
role nuclear member new family unit. 

view the importance this period the individual’s personality 


development and successfu justment adult, seems curious 


-that not all societies have accorded formal recognition 


systems. Informal recognition is, course, forced upon all societies the 
behavior the adolescents themselves. However, societies have choice 
whether they will accept the fact adolescence and turn the poten- 
tialities this period social advantage incorporating adolescents 
into their structure distinct category, whether they will refuse 
recognize it. Thus Polynesia adolescents are sharply differentiated from 
both children and adults, They are relieved social 
responsibilities and left free pursue their courting personal, 


adjustment. Their primary social functions are those providing amuse- 


2C. Mills and Cordelia Ogle, Physiologic Sterility Adolescence (Human Biology, 


1936), pp. 607-615. 
Ashley-Montague, Coming Into Being among the Australian Aborigines, 1937, 


\ 
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Freudianly speaking, reawakened sexual interests the individual become, 
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ment, their organized dancing and singing, for the age groups above and 
below their own, and cementing the friendly relations between villages 
their reciprocal group visits. Although after such period the respon- 
sibilities adult life may assumed with some reluctance, least there 
something remember. Trends toward the development a_somewhat 
The social roles undergraduates coeducational university have much 
common with those the Polynesian Kaioi. However, the recognition 
adolescents distinct category and the cultural delimitation their 
social functions and appropriate adult attitudes toward them are still 
things the future. 

the give formal recognition adolescence, 
the denial may take either one status with its pat- 
terns submission and dependence may extended upward include 
the the adult status with its multitude social obliga- 
tions include it. example the first 
afforded those societies which young persons, girls more frequently 
than boys, are kept sta ependence and under rigid parental con- 
the time Its results can studied first hand 
many parts continental Europe and still more the 
where rigid parental control extends sons well daughters. Examples 
assume adult responsibilities and competi- 
observed some the Jower levels our Under either 
these systems the adolescent who manifests the behavior congenial his 
actual condition regarded adults aberrant and his treatment 
them depends whether they think him aberrant child aber- 
rant adult. the former case disciplined and repressed, the 
latter receives censure for shiftlessness and irresponsibility and for his 
failure achieve adult goals. The effects these for dealing 
with adolescents they are reflected personality provide signifi- 


quite different sorts and should have different effects the individual. 
Whatever the system age classification employed particular so- 


will found that the categories which establishes are ranked 


prestige series. The term prestige here influence, 

not the degree care attention received. Thus infants and yery young 
children receive than older ones since cannot survive 
without it, they still stand the bottom the prestige scale. gen- 
eral, the prestige order the age groups for each sex but 


the ranking particular categories sex series relative 


| we 
tio 
cant field for research. Both the systems which ignore the special qualities ing 
adolescents serious frustrations, but these frustrations are 
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the other difficult establish. Even when there are social pronounce- 
ments this point the arrangement varies greatly different societies. 
Thus strongly societies any male, even infant, may 
rank any female. even the most strongly matriarchal societies, the 
other hand, have been unable find any case which any female 
presumed rank any male. The commonest situation appears one 
which adults, irrespective sex, rank all members the sub-adult age 
groups. 


sex series seems almost universal rule that the 
their order individual The most important variations 
between systems are those which occur the relative ratings adults and 
aged. There are certain which adult status is, theoretically 
well actually, the high point the life cycle, physical powers 
being attended immediate loss prestige, others the presti the 
another question which will taken later. few ancestor 
worshipping societies this trend carried its logical conclusion. The aged 
eventually become spirits, wielding more power over their descendents than 
they had when alive. interesting this connection that the individuals 
who are singled out and treated such ancestor cults are, almost with- 
out exception, those who have died old least middle i.e. have 
passed through all the age groups the final one. The spirits children 
and adolescents, remembered all, rarely are treated individuals. 

Whatever given society’s system age-sex categories may be, the 
individual’s transfer from certain these categories those next the age 
series marked ceremonial observances. However, all the transi- 
tions within any system commemorated way. The one 
transition which well nigh universally ritualized that entry into the 
adult group. most societies full this category comes with 
marriage, not, frequently assumed, with puberty. The marriage cere- 


most rituals, has multiple functions. not only marks the found- 


ing unit and the establishment 
Telatives the parties immediately involved, 
also rite system. first marriage trans- 
fers the participants from the child adolescent the adult category. The 
importance this among the other functions the marriage ceremony 
illustrated the frequency with which remarriages are given slight even 
ceremonial accompaniment. Such marriages are quite important 
first ones terms the new relationships established, but they are 
longer rite passage and not entail the changes culture participation 


which accompany transfer from one age-sex category another. 
Although the above generalization regarding the significance the 
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marriage ceremony holds good for the great majority societies, there are 
the usual exceptions noted. Thus the ceremony child marriage ob- 
viously does not transfer the participants adult status. most trans- 
fers the child wife the guardianship the child husband’s family. also 
appears that the significance marriage passage present more 
frequently for males than for females. Except the case child marriage 
first wedding always promote. man full adult status, but there are 
number societies which women are promoted only with the birth 
first child. such societies barren adult and 
referred the terms used for members the child adolescent 
categories. would interesting know whether such usages are linked 
with any relaxation such women’s obligations adults, but information 
lacking. 


the adolescent, adult, category. Full admission the latter 
comes only with marriage parenthood. this point 
due the other than those 
associated with the establishment new conjugal unit, are projected 
downward upon members the adolescent category. The rites marriage 
and puberty differ from those which appear sporadically other transi- 
tion points that they frequently include tests the individual’s ability 
function successfully member the new category. Such tests are 
more frequent accompaniment puberty than marriage rites. Boys 
particular are often subjected very severe hazing before their admission 
adosescent status while girls during time menstruation 
are often expected work unusually hard women’s tasks. The latter 
regulation may construed test industry although more frequently 
rationalized magical means for assuring success such tasks later 
life. marriage newly husbands are frequently required 
show their skill housekeepers providers before the union given final 


recognition. 


societies which children are used excuse for ostentation con- 
nection with competitions for prestige they may become elaborate public 


affairs. Also, societies having strong patterns the early 
category transfers eldest child may accompanied elaborate 


Less frequent than marriage rites, but nevertheless with high incidence, 
are observances the transfer the individual from the child 

the adalescent These have been noted for many societies and 
often have spectacular quality which endears them collectors cultural 
curiosa. should stressed that such puberty ceremonies mark transfer 
ost 
Still less frequent than marriage and puberty rites are ceremonial 
servances marking the individual’s transfer from infant child status, fee 
from one child age level, when this the 
that when such rites occur they tend the 
simpler and more familial than those marking later transitions. However, ste 
bin 
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rituals while those younger children receive little attention. 


The transfer from adu aged status hich receives least 


frequent_ have been unable find single society 
which there are ceremonial observances connection with the onset the 
menopause, although the physiological indications the change are almost 
clear here puberty. The removal social and ritual disabilities 
which frequently comes with this event has already been mentioned, but 
otherwise the change seems given formal recognition. males 
the waning reproductive powers gradual that transfer point 
clearly indicated, but there are few societies which there are what 
might termed ceremonies retirement. these man invests his heir 
with the powers exercised gives some the regular adult 
male prerogatives. Thus among the Comanche man who had become too 
old for active participation war was expected surrender his 
cines” and after this was eligible for the post Peace Chief. 

These varying frequencies rites passage present certain problems 
which deserve further investigation. evident that there must 
number factors involved, both psychological and cultural. Thus_in all 
societies the individual builds full adult status.gladly, anticipating 
each step series. The increased obligations adult 
are more than compensated for its added prestige and fuller social par- 
ticipation. The this part the life cycle are milestones whose 
passage emphasized. The passage from adult old status, the 
eagerness for publicity. Eyen the respect.and power which certain societies 
accord the aged are, be: best, prize does not compensate 
for consciousness wat waning strength and increasing physical disabilities. 

Important these psychological factors presumably are, they must 
secondary cultural ones determining the points incidence rites 
passage for societies and the degree which such rites are de- 
veloped and elaborated. With regard the latter there can doubt 


that have stronger tendencies toward ritualization than 
the reasons for this are poorly understood and must 


varied. Thus society may have patterns prestige competition through 
ostentatious waste which leads seize every distinctive event the 
occasion for public ceremony. Again, may develop 
feeling dependence upon ernatural powers which will lead invoke 
them every change the individual’s social feeling for 
the continuity family lines which will eager celebrate each 
ste step the individual’s development the point where can assist 
perpetuating them. All these factors migh operate either singly com- 
bination produce elaboration rites passage and their influence 
would scarcely identical for any two cultures. 

Why societies have selected certain transition points the age-sex series 


& 
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for ritual emphasis and ignored others, why they have developed more 
elaborate rituals certain points than others, present problems 
different sort. the light our present fragmentary knowledge, 


that ritual emphasis and elaboration are most frequent those points 


(a) the transfer from one category another en- 
tails the greatest changes the ual’s participation and (b) 
where the changes are most abrupt. These points will, course, differ from 
one society another, but this does not invalidate the generalization. 
few examples may make this point clear. 

Many investigators have been struck the absence puberty rites 


Polynesia, absence which high-lighted the contrast with the neigh- 


boring Melanesian area and the sexual emphases culture. 
would seem that anywhere, the arrival sexual maturity would 
commemorated. study the individual life cycle any 
Polynesian culture will show very transition from child adoles- 
cent status. Although the roles the child and adolescent differ consider- 
ably, especially regards responsibility the family group and submission 
parental control, the independent, carefree 
contemporaries. Between the adol adolescent roles, the other hand, 
the the ass assumption adult responsibilities, adult 
skills and labor coming with immediate preparation for marriage and 
the establishment new household. about marriage, therefore, that 
ritual might expected center and ndeed such the case. other 
event the cycle, not even death, accompanied such 
elaborate ceremonial. 

insofar one can generalize about such complex area, 
the conditions appear reversed. Here the from child 
adolescent status makes culturally ascribed behavior, 
assumes the financial obligations adult, participates adult male 
activities and becomes the net magical 


from which, child, has been largely immune. After such 


marriage is, many respects, anti-climax. Here find that the most 
elaborate ritual observances center about the transition from childhood 

olescence, marriage being distinctly secondary ceremonial importance. 

This presumably linked part with 
ceremonialism which began with the rise Protestantism and the Indus- 
trial Revolution. significant that puberty ceremonies have 
ceremoni ies. Marriage still marks 
definite and-abrupt status transition. Puberty, the other hand, 
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culturally patterned behavior the individual. The blurring the divi- 
sion between groups, although present throughout 
our society, depends upon different developments different social levels. 
Until.the recent enactment child labor legislation, children families 
the lower Jevels our economic structure were called upon become 
wage earners and contributors the family upkeep before they reached 
puberty and continue this role until they assumed full adult status 
with and the establishment new family group. Conversely, 
child The adolescent still undergoing training for his adult role 
with economic dependence upon his parents which perpetuates the sub- 
missive role childhood. The tendency fuse childhood and adolescence 
has stimulated, least the higher social levels, 
creasing reticence sexual matters and insistence sexual abstinence 
for adolescents. interesting that although longer 
phrased such accurately correlated with the onset sexual maturity, 
survive strength Catholic members the lower 
economic group and the highest bracket the upper economic group. 
The former, who are notably conservative, still regard Confirmation sig- 
nificant transition point the life cycle and give extensive ritual empha- 
sis. The latter have developed, the debut, female puberty rite which 
finds its main functions connection with ostentatious waste and prestige 
competition. 

“The abruptness the transition from one age category another and. 
the differences the roles ascribed members successive categories are 
also considerable interest students personality. every society the 
individual must, the course his life cycle, perform many different roles 
period and would seem require, for its performance, mark- 
edly different Nevertheless, know that the 
average all societies able make the transition from one 
age category role another without serious personality and 
function successfully roles which often appear quite incompatible. 
This with regard the structure the personality 
and the dynamics personality formation and functioning which im- 
possible answer present. However, have the wide range exist- 
ing societies and cultures cultures mass material which should contribute greatly 
their 

Various societies differ profoundly their demands for individual re- 


orientation the course the life cycle, but all them make such de- 
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mands. The main differences the abruptness the 
tions and the ages which they are expected occur. use 
not too accurate simile, the life cycle some societies might likened 
cord which thickens certain points but which does gradually, with 
clear lines demarkation along its length. others more nearly 
comparable string beads, each period being set off sharply from those 
that precede and follow it. These similes would apply the extreme ends 
the variational range. More commonly, there are certain adjoining age 
categories whose roles blend into each other, roles are sharply 
differentiated. Thus our own society, the changing roles females from 
infancy marriage show point sudden differentiation but abrupt 
transition comes with marriage and the new responsibilities wife and 
mother. For males the higher social levels, similar transition comes 
when the individual leaves the sheltered environment college and em- 
barks the cut-throat modern business. 


plenty animal experiments have shown, can 
either the repeated gentle the sudden applica- 
tion violent ones. There can question that the former process 
much more comfortable for the subject, but both methods arrive the same 
result. Some societies have chosen apply one technique and some the 
other, remains seen whether these two techniques produce diff different 
lasting effects the the individuals subjected them. 
this point still have information. would also interesting 
know whether the differ with the age which each technique ap- 
points, but remains collected and analyzed. 


should emphasized that all societies employed for the 


bination rewards and The punishment for clinging the 
role lower age category €asy enough observe all societies. 
comes the form and.ostracism members one’s own age 
the increasing obligations which come with entry into the higher age cate- 
gories are authority for 
ego satisfaction. This holds particular for the categories and in- 
cluding that full adult. 

The transition from adu!thood old age more difficult one. Although 
ease this transition the formal ascription the aged 
respect and authority greater than that accorded full adults, 
open question how far these formal patterns agree with the actual practice, 
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woman who has borne many children and reared them successfully, but the 


ineffective adult remains quite socially ineffective the aged level. 
general, the main incentive for growing old gracefully seems the 
gradual removal many adult obligations. Whether this compensates for 
the loss power which inevitably accompanies aging seems depend upon 
individual personality. Thus our own society are all familiar with the 
individual who looks forward gladly retirement_and the individual who 
responsibilities, and power, the bitter end. Even com- 
moner, and much more interesting from the psychological point view, 
the man who looks forward retirement but finds, after has taken place, 
that the removal responsibilities does not compensate for the loss 

impossible paper this length more than draw attention 
individuals age and sex and realize that the course have 
raised more questions than have answered. The main purpose this 
discussion draw the attention investigators new field for re- 
search social structure; one which has important implications not only 
for the sociologist and ethnologist but also for the personaiity psychologist. 


seems that even the so-called gerontocracies age alone does not increase 

the individual’s prestige. The man who has shown ability and exercised 

power adult may find his prestige enhanced with age, may the 
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Points interest. Male, female, and youth cultures our society. 
Significance the guy” and “glamor girl.” The isolation 
old age America. German versus American youth cultures. Adult 
male specialization versus the “common values youth. The 
domestic, the glamorous, and the good-companion roles women. 
Are sex roles becoming more alike unlike? Sex roles and the 
maintaining companionship modern marriage. 


OUR age grading does not any great extent, except for the 
system, involve formal categorization, but inter- 

woven with other structural elements. relation 
constitutes jan important connecting link and organizing point reference 
many respects. The most important these for present purposes are kin- 
ship structure, formal education, occupation and community participation. 
most cases the age lines are not specific, approximate; this 
does not, however, lessen their structural 

all societies the initial status every normal individual that child 
ina given kinship unit. our society, however, this universal starting point 
used distinctive ways. Although early childhood the sexes are not 
usually sharply differentiated, systems relatively sharp 
segregation children begins very early. Qur own 


The substance this paper was presented the American Sociological Society 
December 27, 1941, New York City. 

The attempt embark this analysis was suggested the writer largely Professor 
Linton, through his paper, Neglected Aspect Social American Fournal 
Sociology, May, 1940, and through personal conversation. Both the general analytical 
significance age and sex categories social structure, and the main outline the cultural 
variability particular modes organization age and sex roles are taken for granted 
the present paper. Professor Linton has amplified his treatment subjects the pre- 
ceding article this issue the Review. 

The present paper will not embody the results systematic research but constitutes rather 
tentative statement certain major aspects the role age and sex our society and 
their bearing variety problems. will not attempt treat adequately the imporant 
variatons according social class, rural-urban differences, and on, but will concentrate 
particularly the urban middle and upper middle classes. 

The problem organization this material for systematic is, view 
this fact, particularly difficult. would possible discuss the subject terms the 
above four principal structures with which age and sex are most closely interwoven, but there 
are serious disadvantages involved this procedure. Age and sex categories constitute one 
the main links structural continuity terms which structures which are differentiated 
other respects are articulated with each other; and isolating the treatment these 
categories there danger that this extremely important aspect the problem will lost 
sight of. The least objectionable method, least within the limits space such paper, 
seems tofollow the sequence the life cycle. 
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for the extent which children both sexes are many fundamental] re- 
spects treated alike. This particularly true both privileges and respon- 
sibilities. The primary distinctions within the group dependent siblings 
are those age. Birth order such is-notably neglected basis dis- 
crimination; child, eight and child five have essentially the privi- 
leges and responsibilities appropriate their respective age levels without 
regard what older, intermediate, younger siblings there may be. The 
preferential treatment older child not any significant extent dif- 
ferentiated and because happens the first born. 

_of course, important sex differences dress and approved 
and the like, but anything, may surmised that the 
urban upper middle classes these are tending Thus, for instance, 


most important sex discrimination more than anything else reflection 
the differentiation adult sex seems definite fact that 
girls are more apt docile, conform general according 
adult expectations, “good,” whereas boys are more apt recal- 
citrant discipline and defiant adult authority and expectations. There 
really feminine equivalent the expression boy.” may sug- 
gested that this least partially explained the fact that possible 
from early age initiate girls directly into many important aspects 
the adult feminine role. Their mothers are continually about the house and 
the meaning many the things they are doing relatively tangible and 
easily understandable child. also possible for the daughter par- 
ticipate actively and usefully many these activities. Especially the 
urban middle classes, however, the father does not work the home and 
his son observe his work participate from early 
age. many the masculine functions are relatively ab- 
stract and character, such that their meaning must remain al- 
most wholly inaccessible child. This leaves the boy without 

meaningful model emulate and without the possibility gradual initia- 
tion into the activities the adult male role. important verification 
this analysis could provided through the study our own society the 
rural situation. impression that farm boys tend 
sense which that not typical their urban brothers. 

The equality privileges and responsibilities, graded only age but 
not birth order, extended certain degree throughout the whole 


the life cycle. full status, however, seriously modified 


entiation seems primarily matter the one hand individual 


® 


are eccentiaiiyvy cimilar for ceyec ic nerhanc the 

the most conspicuous expressions and symbols the underlying equality, 
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ability, the other hand class status, and only secondary degree 
sex differentiation. One can certainly speak strongly established 
pattern that all children the family have good education, 
rights which are graduated according the class status the family but 
also individual ability. only post-graduate professional education, 
with its direct connection with future occupational careers, that sex dis- 
crimination becomes conspicuous. particularly important that this 
equality treatment exists the sphere education since through- 
out the social structure our society there strong tendency segregate 
the occupational sphere from one which certain more generally human 
patterns and values are dominant, particularly informal social life and 
the realm what will here called community participation. 

Although this pattern equality treatment present certain funda- 
mental respects all age levels, the transition from childhood adoles- 
cence new features appear which the symmetry sex roles while 
still second set factors appears with marriage and the acquisition full 
adult responsibilities. 

the change the practice chaperonage, through which 
girls are given kind protection and supervision adults which boys 
the same age group are not subjected. Boys, that is, are chaperoned only 
their relations with girls their own class. This modification equality 
treatment has been extended the control the private lives women 
students boarding colleges. undoubted significance the 
fact that has been rapidly declining not only actual effectiveness but 
ideal pattern. Its prominence our recent past, however, impor- 
tant manifestation the importance sex role differentiation. Important 
light might thrown upon its functions systematic comparison with the 
related phenomena Latin countries where this type asymmetry has 
been far more sharply accentuated than this country the more modern 
period. 

the point emergence into adolescence that there first begins 
develop set patterns and behavior phenomena which involve highly 
complex combination age grading and sex role elements, These may 
referred together the phenomena the ‘youth culture,” Certain its 
elements are present pre-adolescence and others the adult culture. 
But the peculiar combination connection with this particular age level 
unique and highly distinctive for American society. 

Perhaps the best single point reference for characterizing the youth 
culture lies its contrast with the dominant pattern the adult male role. 
contrast with the emphasis responsibility this role, the orientation 
the youth culture more less specifically irresponsible. One its 
ticularly strong emphasis social activities company with the opposite 
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sex. second predominant male side lies 
prominence athletics, which avenue achievement and competition 
which stands sharp contrast the primary standards adult achieve- 
ment professional and executive capacities. Negatively, there strong 

tendency repudiate interest adult things and feel least certain 
recalcitrance the pressure adult expectations and discipline. addi- 
tion to, but including, athletic prowess the typical pattern the male 
youth culture seems lay emphasis the value certain qualities at- 
tractiveness, especially relation the opposite very definitely 
rounded humanistic pattern rather than one competence the per- 
formance specified functions. Such stereotypes the “swell guy” are 
significant this. the feminine side there correspondingly strong 
tendency accentuate sexual attractiveness terms various versions 
what may called the ‘glamor Although these patterns 
defining roles tend polarize sexually—for instance, between star ath- 
lete and socially popular girl—yet certain level they are complemen- 
tary, both emphasizing certain features total personality terms the 
direct expression certain values rather than instrumental significance. 


phenomena are found high schools throughout the coun- 
try. course great importance that liberal education not primarily 
matter vocational training the United States. The individual status 


Perhaps the most dramatic manifestation this tendency lies the prominence the 
patterns for instance among college women. shown unpublished par- 
ticipant-observer study made one the Eastern Women’s colleges, perhaps the most im- 
portant single basis informal prestige rating among the residents dormitory lies their 
relative dating success—though this means the only basis. One the most striking 
features the pattern the high publicity given the the individual 
sphere where traditionally the culture rather high level privacy sanctioned—it 
interesting that once engagement has occurred far greater amount privacy granted. 
The standards rating cannot said well integrated, though there underlying 
consistency that being demand what the group regards desirable men perhaps 
the main standard. 

true that the complex need not exclusively bound with the “glamor 
girl” stereotype ideal feminine personality—the companion” type may also have 
place. Precisely, however, where the competitive aspect dating most prominent the 
glamor pattern seems heavily predominate, does, the masculine side, somewhat 
comparable glamorous type. each side the same time there room for considerable dif- 
ference just where the emphasis placed—for example between sexual- 
ity and more decorous 

central aspect this focus crystallization lies the element tension, sometimes 
direct conflict, between the youth culture patterns college and school life, and the “‘seri- 
ous” interests and obligations toward curricular work. course the latter which defines 
some least the most important foci adult expectations doing work and justi- 
fying the privileges granted. not possible here attempt analyze the interesting, 
ambivalent attitudes youth toward curricular work and achievement. 


further feature this situation the extent which crystallize 
about the system formal education,’ One might say that the principal cen- 


608 AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW 


the curricular side formal education is, however, fundamental ways 
linked with adult expectations, and doing “good one the most 
important sources parental approval. Because secondary institutionali- 
zation this approval extended into various spheres distinctive the youth 


culture. But notable that the youth culture has strong tendency de- 
velop directions which are either the borderline parental approval 


pale, such matters sex behavior, drinking and various 
forms frivolous and irresponsible behavior. The fact that 
attitudes these things which are often deeply ambivalent and that 
such occasions college reunions they may outdo the younger generation, 
as, for instance, drinking, great significance, but probably structurally 
secondary the youth-versus-adult differential aspect. Thus the youth 
ture not only, true the curricular aspect formal education, 
matter age status such but also shows strong signs being product 
tensions the relationship younger people and 

From the point view age grading perhaps the most notable fact 
about this situation the existence definite pattern distinctions from the 
periods coming both before and after. the line between childhood and 

culture which for either sex, the same the adult 

patterns practiced the parental generation. both sexes the transition 
full adulthood means loss certain “glamorous” From being 
the athletic hero the lion college dances, the young man becomes 
prosaic business executive lawyer. The more successful adults participate 
important order prestige symbols but these are very different 
order from those the youth culture. The contrast the case the femi- 
nine role perhaps equally sharp, with least strong tendency take 
“domestic” pattern with marriage and the arrival young children. 

The symmetry this respect must, however, not exaggerated. 
fundamental significance the sex role structure the adult age levels 
that the normal man has which fundamental his social status 
general. perhaps not too much say that only exceptional cases 
can adult man genuinely self-respecting and respected status 
tional role. Not only this matter his own economic support but, gen- 
erally speaking, his occupational status the primary source the income 
and class status his wife and children. 

the case the feminine role the situation radically The 
majority married women, course, are not ‘employed, but even those 
that are very proportion not have jobs which are 
petition for status with those their The majority “career” 


The above statement, even more than most the present paper, needs qualified 
relation the problem class. above all the upper middle class that applies. 
Here probably the great majority wives” are engaged some form secretarial 
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women whose occupational status comparable with that men their 
own class, the upper middle and upper classes, are unmarried, 
and the small proportion cases where they are married the result 
profound alteration family structure. 

This pattern, which central the urban middle classes, should not 
misunderstood. rural society, for instance, the operation the farm and 
the attendant the community may said matter the 
joint status both parties marriage. Whereas farm operated 
family, urban job held individual and does not involve other 
the family comparable sense. One convenient expression 
the difference lies the question what would happen case death. 
the case farm would least not all unusual for the widow 
continue operating the farm with the help son even hired men. 
the urban situation the widow would cease have any connection with 
the organization which had employed her husband and would re- 
placed another man without reference family affiliations. 

this urban situation the primary status-carrying role sense that 
The woman’s status that her husband’s wife, 
the mother his children, and traditionally the person responsible for 
complex activities connection with the management the household, 
care children, etc. 

For the structuring sex roles the adult phase the most fundamental 
seem those involved the interrelations the occu- 
pational system and the conjugal family. certain sense the most funda- 
mental basis the-family’s-status the occupational status the husband 
and father. has been pointed out, this status occupied indi- 
vidual virtue his individual qualities and achievements. But both 
directly and indirectly, more than any other single factor, 
the status the family the social structure, directly because the sym- 
significance the office occupation symbol prestige, indi- 
rectly because the principal source family income determines the 
standard living the family. From one point view the 
occupational Status into this primary position can regarded the prin- 
cipal source strain the sex role structure our society since deprives 
the wife her role common enterprise. The common enter- 
prise reduced the life the family itself and the informal social 
activities which husband and wife participate together. This leaves the 
wife set utilitarian functions the management the household which 
may considered kind occupation. Since the present inter- 


work which would, independent basis, generally classed lower middle class occu- 
pation. The situation lower levels the class structure quite different since the prestige 
the jobs husband and wife then much more likely nearly equivalent. quite 
possible that this fact closely related the relative instability marriage which Davis and 
Gardner (Deep South) find, least for the community they studied, typical lower class 
groups. The relation one which deserves careful study. 
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est primarily the middle classes, the relatively unstable character the 
role housewife content the feminine role strongly il- 
lustrated the tendency employ domestic servants wherever financially 
possible. true that there American tendency accept tasks 
drudgery with relative willingness, but notable that middle class 
families there tends dissociation the essential personality from the 
performance these tasks. Thus, advertising continually appeals such 
desires have hands which one could never tell had washed dishes 
scrubbed Organization about the function housewife, however, 
with the addition strong affectional devotion and children, 
primary focus one patterns governing the adult 
feminine role—what may called the “domestic” pattern. is, 
conspicuous fact, that strict adherence become pro- 
less common and has strong residual status— 
that is, followed most closely those who are unsuccessful com- 
petition for prestige other directions. 

is, course, possible for the adult woman follow the masculine 
pattern_ and seek career fields occupational achievement direct 
competition with men her own class. is, however, notable that 
the very great progress the emancipation women from the traditional 
domestic pattern only very small fraction have gone very far this direc- 
tion. also clear that its would only possible with 


profound alterations the structure the family. 


Hence seems that concomitant with the alteration the basic mascu- 
line role the direction occupation there have appeared two important 
tendencies the feminine role which are alternative that simple do- 
mesticity the one hand, and toa full- career the other, the 
older situation there tended very rigid distinction between respecta- 
ble married women and those who were “no better than they 
The rigidity this line has progressively through the infiltra- 
tion into the respectable sphere elements what may called again the 
glamor pattern, with the emphasis specifically feminine form attrac- 
tiveness which occasion involves directly sexual patterns appeal. One 
important expression this trend lies the fact that many the symbols 
feminine attractiveness have been taken over directly from the practices 
social types previously beyond the pale society. This would 
seem substantially true the practice women smoking and 
least the modern version the use cosmetics. The same would seem 

This type advertising appeal undoubtedly contains element “‘snob appeal” 
the sense invitation the individual her appearance and ways identify herself 
with higher social class than that her actual status. But almost certainly not wholly 
explained this element. glamorously feminine appearance which specifically dissociated 


from physical work undoubtedly genuine part authentic personality ideal the 
middle class, and not only evidence desire belong the upper class. 


re: 
st! 
ric 
lie 
tas 
ter 
the 
cor 
tun 
use 
hay 
oth 
hov 
acti 
con 
rela 
eler 


AGE AND SEX SOCIAL STRUCTURE 611 


true many the modern versions women’s dress. 
this connection means primarily emancipation from traditional and 
tional restrictions the free expression sexual attraction and impulses, 
but direction which tends segregate the element sexual interest and 
attraction from the total personality and doing tends emphasize the 
segregation sex roles. particularly notable that there has been cor- 
responding tendency emphasize masculine attraction terms dress 
and other such aids. One might perhaps say that situation which 
strongly inhibits competition between the sexes the same plane the femi- 
nine glamor pattern has appeared offset masculine occupational 
status and its attendant symbols prestige. perhaps significant that 
there common stereotype the association physically beautiful, ex- 
pensively and elaborately dressed women with physically unattractive but 
rich and 

This takes wide variety forms. One them lies relatively mature 
appreciation and systematic cultivation cultural interests and educated 
tastes, extending all the way from the intellectual sphere matters art, 
music and house furnishings. second consists cultivation serious in- 
terests and humanitarian obligations community welfare situations and 
the like. understandable that many these orientations are most 
conspicuous fields where through some kind tradition there ele- 
ment particular suitability for feminine participation. Thus, woman 
who takes obligations social welfare particularly seriously will find oppor- 
tunities various forms activity which traditionally tie with women’s 
relation children, sickness and on. But this may regarded 
secondary the underlying orientation which would seek outlet work 
useful the community following the most favorable which 
happen available. 

This pattern, which with reference the character relationship 
men may called that the companion,” from the 
others that lays far less stress the exploitation sex role such and 
more that which essentially common both sexes. There are reasons, 
however, why cultural interests, interest social welfare ‘and community 
are particularly prominent the activities women our urban 
communities. the one side the masculine occupational role tends ab- 
sorb very large proportion the man’s energy and leave him 
relatively little for other interests. Furthermore, unless his position such 
make him particularly prominent his primary orientation those 
elements the social structure which divide the community into 
groups rather which unite common interests and ac- 
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has declined importance the point where scarcely approaches full- 
time occupation for vigorous person. Hence the resort other interests 
fill the gap. addition, women, being more closely tied the local 
residential community are more apt involved matters common 
concern the members that community. This peculiar role women 
woman apt highly absorbed the care young children. 
With their growing up, however, her absorption the household greatly 
lessened, often just the time when the husband approaching the apex 
his career and most heavily involved its obligations. Since high 
degree this humanistic the feminine role only part tially institu- 
tionalized not surprising that its patterns often bear the marks strain 
perhaps has been classically depicted Helen Hokin- 
son’s cartoons women’s clubs. 

The adult roles both sexes involve important strain which 
are involved certain dynamic relationships, especially the youth cul- 
ture, the feminine role marriage single event ‘toward 
selective process, which personal qualities and play 
decisive role, has pointed up. That determines woman’s 
status, and after that her role patterning not much status determining 
matter living expectations and finding satisfying interests and 
activities. Ina society where such strong emphasis placed upon individual 
achievement not surprising that there should certain romantic 
nostalgia for the time when the fundamental choices were still open. This 
element strain added_to the lack the adult 
feminine role. Once the possibility career has been eliminated there still 
tends rather unstable oscillation between emphasis the direction 
pressures and individual character the tendency will emphasize one 
another these more strongly. But situation likely produce 
rather high level insecurity. this state the pattern domesticity must 
ranked lowest terms prestige but also, because the strong empha- 
sis community sentiment the virtues fidelity and devotion hus- 
band and children, offers perhaps the highest level certain kind se- 
curity. wonder that such important symbol Whistler’s mother 
concentrates primarily this pattern. 

The glamor pattern has certain obvious attractions since the woman 
who excluded from the struggle for power and prestige the occupational 
sphere the most direct path sense superiority and importance. 
has, however, two obvious limitations. the its 
manifestations encounter the resistance patterns moral conduct and 
engender conflicts not only with community opinion the 
individual’s own standards. the second place, pattern the 
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highest manifestations which are inevitably associated with rather 
early age level—in fact, overwhelmingly with the courtship period. Hence, 
strongly entered upon serious strains result from the problem adapta- 
tion increasing age. 

The one pattern which would seem offer the greatest possibilities for 
able, intelligent, and emotionally mature women the third—the good 
companion however, suffers from lack fully institution- 
alized status and from the multiplicity choices channels expression. 
only those with the strongest initiative and intelligénce who achieve 
fully satisfactory adaptations this direction. quite clear that the 
adult sufficient strain and that 
wide-spread manifestations are expected the be- 
havior. 

The masculine role the same time itself means devoid cor- 
responding elements strain. carries with sure the primary pres- 
tige achievement, responsibility and authority. comparison with the 
role the youth culture, however, there are least two important types 
limitations. the first place, the modern occupational system has led 
increasing specialization role. The job absorbs extraordinarily large 
proportion the individual’s energy and “emotional interests the 
content which often relatively narrow. This particular restricts the 
area within which can share common interests and experiences with others 
not the same occupational specialty. perhaps considerable sig- 
nificance that many the highest prestige statuses our society are 
this specialized character. There the definition roles little bind 
the individual others his community ‘on comparable status level. 
human elements are far more emphasized. Leadership and emi- 
nence are more the role total individuals and less competent spe- 
cialists. This perhaps has something with the significant tendency 
our society for all age levels idealize youth and for the older age groups 
attempt patterns youth behavior. 

perhaps one phase this situation that the relation the adult 


man persons the opposite sex should treated. The effect the spe- 


cialization occupational role narrow the range which the sharing 
common human interests can play large part. relation.to his wife the 
tendency this narrowness would seem her part 
either the domestic the glamorous role, community participation 
somewhat unrelated the marriage relationship. This relationship between 
sex roles presumably introduces certain amount strain into the marriage 
relationship itself since this such overwhelming importance the fam- 
ily and hence woman’s status and yet relatively difficult maintain 
human companionship. Outside the marriage relationship, 


614 AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW 


however, there seems notable inhibition against easy social inter- 
course, particularly mixed The man’s close personal intimacy 
with other women checked the danger the situation being 
defined one rivalry with the wife, and easy friendship without sexual- 
emotional involvement seems inhibited the specialization inter- 
ests the occupational sphere. notable that brilliance conversation 
not prominent ours. 

Along with all this goes certain tendency for middle-aged men, 
symbolized the row,” interested the physical as- 
pect sex—that is, women precisely dissociated from those personal 
considerations which are important relationships companionship 
friendship, say nothing marriage. far does not take this 
physical form, however, there seems strong tendency for middle- 
aged men idealize youth patterns—that is, think the ideal inter-sex 
friendship that their pre-marital 

far the idealization the youth culture adults expres- 
sion elements strain and insecurity the adult roles would ex- 
pected that the patterns thus idealized would contain element roman- 
tic unrealism. The patterns youthful behavior thus idealized are not those 
actual youth much older people wish their own youth 
might have been. This romantic element seems coalesce with similar 
derived from certain strains the situation young people them- 
selves. 

The period youth our society one considerable strain and in- 
security. Above all, means turning ne’s back the both 
status and emotional attachment which engaged the family ori- 
entation. structurally essential transfer one’s primary emotional at- 
tachment marriage partner who entirely unrelated the previous 
family system free marriage choice this applies women 
well men. For the man there addition the necessity face the 
hazards occupational the determination career. There 
reason believe that the youth culture has important positive functions 
easing the transition from the security childhood the family 
orientation that full adult marriage and occupational status. But 
precisely because the transition period strain expected that 
involves elements unrealistic romanticism. Thus significant features 


the informal social life academic circles with which the writer familiar there seems 
strong tendency mixed gatherings—as after dinner—for the sexes segregate. 
such groups the men are apt talk either shop subjects politics whereas the women are 
apt talk about domestic affairs, schools, their children etc., personalities. perhaps 
personalities that mixed conversation apt flow most freely. 

This, sure, often contains element romantization. more nearly what 
wishes these relations had been than what they actually were. 
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the status youth patterns our society would seem derive from the 
coincidence the emotional needs adolescents with those derived from 
the strains the situation adults. 

the romantic idealization youth patterns seems dif- 
not possible the present context enter into any extended comparative 
analysis, but may illuminating call attention striking difference 
between the patterns associated with this phenomenon Germany and 
the United States. The German movement,” starting before the first 
World War, has occasioned great deal comment and has various re- 
spects been treated the the revolt youth. 
generally believed that the youth movement has important 
the background National Socialism, and this fact much any 
suggests the important difference. While Germany everywhere there 
has been generalized revolt against corvention and restrictions indi- 
vidual freedom embodied the traditional adult culture, Germany 
particular appeared the community male youth. 
radeship” sense which strongly suggests that soldiers the field has 
from the beginning been strongly emphasized the idea! social relation- 
ship. contrast with this, the American youth culture and its adult 
romantization much stronger emphasis has been placed the cross-sex 
relationship. would seem that this fact, with the structural factors which 
underlie it, have much with the failure the youth culture develop 
considerable political significance this country. Its predominant 
pattern that the idealization the isolated couple romantic 

Jove..There have, sure, been certain tendencies among radical youth 
political orientation but this case there has been notable absence 
emphasis the solidarity the members one sex. The tendency has been 
rather ignore the relevance sex difference the interest common 
ideals. 

The importance youth patterns contemporary American culture 
throws into particularly strong relief the status our social structure 
the most advanced age groups. comparison with other societies the 
United States assumes extreme position the isolation old age from 
participation social structures and interests. Struc- 
turally speaking, there seem two primary bases this situation. 
the first place, the most important single distinctive feature our family 
structure the isolation the individual conjugal family. impossible 
say that with for any other group than husband and 
wife and their dependent children maintain common household. Hence, 
when the children couple have become independent through marriage 


Cf. Hartshorne, “German Youth and the Nazi Dream Victory,” America 
World War, No. 12, New York, 1941. 
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and occupational status the parental couple left without attachment 
any continuous kinship group. is, course, common for other relatives 
share household with the conjugal family but this scarcely ever occurs 
without some important elements strain. For independence certainly 
the preferred pattern for elderly couple, particularly from the point 
view the children. 

The second basis the situation lies the occupational structure. 
such fields farming and the maintenance small independent enter- 
prises there frequently such thing abrupt “retirement,” rather 
gradual relinquishment the main responsibilities and functions with ad- 
vancing age. far, however, individual’s occupational status centers 
specific either holds the job does not, and the tendency 
maintain the full level functions given point and then abruptly 
retire. view the very great significance occupational status and its 
psychological correlates, retirement leaves the older man peculiarly 
functionless situation, cut off from participation the most important in- 
terests the society. There further important aspect 
this situation. Not only status the community but actual place resi- 
dence very high degree function the specific job held. Retirement 
not only cuts the ties the job itself but also greatly loosens those the 
community residence. Perhaps other society there observable 
phenomenon corresponding the accumulation retired elderly people 
such areas Florida and Southern California the winter. may sur- 
mised that this structural isolation from kinship, occupational, and com- 
munity ties the fundamental basis the recent political agitation for help 
the old. suggested that far the financial hardship® the 
position elderly people than their social isolation which makes old age 
“problem.” other connections are here very prone rationalize 
generalized insecurity financial and economic terms. The problem ob- 
viously particularly great significance view the changing age distri- 
bution the population with the prospect far greater proportion 
the older age groups than previous generations. may also suggested, 
that through well-known psychosomatic mechanisms, the increased inci- 
dence the disabilities older people, such heart disease, cancer, etc. 
may least part attributed this structural situation. 


That the financial difficulties older people are very large proportion cases real 
not doubted. This, however, least very large extent consequence rather than 
determinant the structural situation. Except where fully take care pension 
schemes, the income older people apt seriously reduced, but, even more important, 
the younger conjugal family usually does not feel obligation contribute the support 
aged parents. Where matter course both generations shared common household, this 


problem did not exist. 
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THE ADJUSTMENT THE INDIVIDUAL 
HIS AGE AND SEX ROLES* 


Cornell University 


Points Some concisely stated hypotheses and frame 
reference for research social adjustment. Clues toward more 
diagnosis the cause frustration our American society. 


shall using the term role refer internally consistent series 

conditioned responses one member social situation which 
represents the stimulus pattern for similarly internally consistent series 
conditioned responses the other(s) that situation. Dealing with hu- 
man behavior terms roles, therefore, requires that any item behavior 
must always placed some specified self-other context. 

way further clarification call attention the dis- 
tinction between the use the term fole refer modal system re- 
sponses which constitutes the culturally expected behavior and the particular 
system responses with which specific individual Thus, when 

speak the individual’s ability perform his sex role, refer 
the relation which his behavior, situations which sex classification 
relevant, bears some modal pattern expected given cultural sub- 
cultural group. the other hand, even though may deviate widely and 
may properly said not acting the proper role, his own particular 
self-other pattern his role also.\If middle class husband indifferent and 
irresponsible and expects his wife support and stabilize the family, 
not manifesting the particular complex behavior expect from the role 
the husband, but nevertheless has particular role his marriage. 
may refer then cultural roles and unique roles. The distinction 
most obvious when have person equipped with both cultural and 
deviant pattern, The present discussion directed the consideration 
the problem adjustment the cultural role roles assigned given 
age and sex 

Adjustment usually indicated negatively the degree maladjust- 
may assume that the amount tension, anxiety and frustration 
the attempt discover and play given role index 
the individual’s adjustment such role. 

not the purpose this paper discuss particular problems which 
individuals encounter adjusting culturally defined roles required 
them because membership given age, sex, class, caste and other social 
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categories. The illuminating investigations Blos,? Dol- 
lard,* Warner,® Zachry® and others have made this 
unnecessary. 

Rather, shall try summarize and integrate the findings and insights 
these workers into series propositions covering what appear the 
chief determinants the degree adjustment individual likely 
realize functions given social role given culture. 

consideration adjustment any social category role centers around 
two closely associated problems: 

(1) The adjustment role called for the social category (in the 
present discussion, age-sex classes) which the individual presently be- 
longs. 

(2) The adjustment the shifts role made necessary the progression 
from one category another. 

The propositions are pointed these two problems. While they 
deal specifically with age-sex roles, they are applicable any social role. 

claim made that the statements which follow are conclusively estab- 
lished. Actually the research data and informal observations supporting 
them are very fragmentary. The propositions are the nature hypotheses 
for which the available evidence offers some support but which require cru- 
cial systematic research. 


The degree adjustment roles which society assigns its age-sex cate- 
gories varies directly with the clarity with which such roles are defined. 

The degree clarity determined the proportion the social situations 
which the individual called act for which there are explicit definitions 
the reciprocal behavior expected. 

Clarity definition role reduced by: 

(1) Discrepancies between what given verbally and what demonstrated 
practice. 

(2) Contacts among members subculture groups which have different roles 
for the same age-sex categories. 


Ruth Benedict, “Continuities and Discontinuities Cultural Conditioning,” Psychiatry, 
161-167, May 1938. 

Peter Blos, The Adolescent Personality, New York, 1941. 

Allison Davis, Status Systems and the Socialization the Child,” American 
Sociological Review, 345-356, 1941. 

Allison Davis and John Dollard, Children Bondage, Washington, 1940. 

Lawton, al., “Symposium Old Age and Aging,” American Fournal Orthopsy- 
chiatry, 10: 27-88, 1940. See especially the paper Folsom and the discussion 
Lawrence Frank. 

Ralph Linton, Neglected Aspect Social Organization,” American Sociological Re- 
view, 45: 870-886, 1940 

Margaret Mead, Sex and Temperament, New York, 1935. 

Lloyd Warner, and Paul Lunt, The Social Life Modern Community, New Haven, 
Caroline Zachry, Emotion and Conduct Adolescence, New York, 1940. 
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(3) Inconsistency the response and expectations exhibited the individual 
members his social world. 


II. The degree adjustment specified age-sex roles varies directly with the 
consistency with which others the individual’s life situations exhibit him the 
response called for his role. 


III. When society assigns permits more than one role given age-sex 
category, the degree adjustment the roles varies directly with the compati- 
bility the roles. 


IV. When incompatible roles belong given age-sex category, the degree 
adjustment varies directly with the extent which means exist for minimizing the 
overlap situations calling for incompatible roles. 


The degree adjustment varies indirectly with the discrepancy between the 
abilities the individual and those required the roles given age-sex category. 


VI. The degree adjustment the roles specified age-sex categories varies 
directly with the extent which the role permits the individual realize the 
dominant goals set his sub-cultural group. 


VII. When the role represents excess deprivation frustration dominant 
goal satisfactions adjustment varies directly with: 

The extent which the frustrating role defined path another role 
which promises the desired gratifications, and/or 

The accessibility substitute gratifications. 

The remaining propositions have with adjustment transitions from one 
role another. 


VIII. The degree adjustment future role varies directly with the degree 


clarity with which the future role defined. 


IX. The degree adjustment future role varies directly with the amount 
opportunity for: 

Emotionally intimate contact which allows identification with persons func- 
tioning the role. 

Imaginal incipient rehearsal the future role, and 

Practice the role through play other similar activity. 


The degree adjustment future role varies directly with the degree 
attached and the definiteness the transitional procedures used 
the society designating the change role. 


XI. The degree adjustment future role varies directly with the complete- 
ness the shift the responses and expectations exhibited the society the 
individual his new role. 


XII. Adjustment more mature roles aided rather than handicapped oc- 
casional sanctioned regressions less demanding roles. 


opinion that these propositions were put the form ques- 
tions about any given cultural role, the answers would fairly precisely indi- 
cate the degree adjustment which individuals are likely make such 
role. The answers would also indicate the chief sources the maladjust- 
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ment. What more, the propositions were applied questions the se- 
ries social roles comprising given social system, the answers would indi- 
cate the points the social structure with the greatest hazards social 
adjustment and the probable sources such hazards. 

also opinion that the propositions provide basis for asking 
questions which are capable answers and, for the most part, reasonably 
precise not actually quantitative answers. Obviously the propositions will 
have reduced series properly weighted items the implied rela- 
tions are stated quantitatively. 

Each the propositions implies simple linear relationship. However, 
quite probable that there are limits beyond which linear relation does 
not exist. Furthermore, the factors said affect adjustment operate 
simultaneously configuration and thus modify one another their 
manifest effects. 

cursory, application the propositions few specific social categories 
will demonstrate their utility for analyzing the phenomena social adjust- 
ment. For example, compare the results such applications the adoles- 
cent, the young adult, the older adult, and the aged; the various pres- 
tige class ranks; categories such those the settled Yankee farmer 
and the middle class urban woman. time permitted detailed examina- 
tion such test applications could probably demonstrate that this frame 
reference offers fruitful approach the whole question social adjust- 
ment. 

Any discussion adjustment not only involves problems descriptive 
analysis and interpretation but inevitably leads questions value. In- 
deed, the implicit not explicit motivation for each such descriptive analy- 
ses the search for more desirable and rewarding social arrangements, 
Mead’s excellent discussion sex and amply demon- 
strates. The present propositions are not designed deal with questions 
relative desirability. However, far they aid clarifying what is, 
they will serve point the instrumentalities for achieving what ought 


be. 


Margaret Mead, Op. cit., pp. and 279-322. 
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COMMUNITY ROLES ATTITUDE 
FORMATION* 


University Michigan 


Points interest. The roles played the conservatives progres- 
sive community. What kinds persons fail see themselves they 
are the scale conservatism-progressivism? The relations between 
political-economic attitudes, community cooperation, and personality 
traits established earlier years. [Ed.] 


attitude formation are closely related the adaptive devices which 

individual comes occupy given position any group groups 
which take characteristic attitude toward the issue question. follows 
that observations measurements position the group provide es- 
sential kind data those concerned with the problem how personality 
functions social attitudes are developed. this sounds like truism, let 
remind you, first, that almost totally unsupported empirical in- 
vestigation; and secondly, that almost all attitude research has been cast 
framework individual rather than group and community deter- 
minants. 

The phrase “position the individual the group” vague one, but 
can rendered concrete and objective terms roles. The concept 
role has been much honored social-psychological discussions, but has 
been honored more the breach than the observance quantitative 
definitions. here proposed relate certain measured attitude changes 
objectively determined changing roles given group. 

The group selected for study consisted the entire student body Ben- 
nington College during the four academic years between 1935 and 1939. 
During each these years there were approximately 250 women students. 
Many attitude scales were given repeatedly during these years, but the 
present results are drawn almost exclusively from single attitude scale, 
constructed according Likert’s methods, labeled “Political and Eco- 
nomic Progressivism”—P. for short. had primarily with issues 
made prominent the New Deal, such organized labor, public relief, and 
the role corporate wealth. 

This particular attitude scale was chosen not because any chance pref- 
erences the investigator, but because investigation revealed that cor- 
responded closely the issues which were most alive this community 


THE thesis this paper that the personality processes involved 


This paper partial summary the Personality and Social Change, pub- 


1942. The study was made possible grants-in-aid from the Social Science Research 
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during these years. Since the major determinants attitude formation are 
here described community-wide terms, important describe, briefly 
least, the nature this community. 

The college situated hilltop four miles from the Vermont village 
from which takes its name. very young institution; the first year 
this study was the fourth year the college’s existence, i.e., the first year 
which there was senior class. Its educational plan somewhat novel, 
particularly its emphasis upon individual diagnosis and guidance. the 
result the relative novelty this plan, the smallness the total group, 
the camaraderie and informality faculty-student relationships, and 
the limitations nearby extra-college attractions the community may 
described highly integrated, self-contained, and self-conscious. Another 
important consideration, commonly omitted reports attitude studies, 
the fact that the majority the faculty (including the investigator) were 
commonly described “liberal,” though the term “radical” was preferred 
some. 

This study deals with individual attitude changes projected against the 
backdrop the community setting. The first aspect the community set- 
ting noted that the great majority students became less con- 
servative after one, two, three years the community (conservatism 
here defined exclusively terms scored responses attitude scales). 
While the data here presented refer only the P.E.P. scale, the same 
trend was observed with regard every attitude scale employed, including 
such issues Loyalist Spain, the President Roosevelt’s proposal for 
Supreme Court reform, and Bogardus social distance. Table indicates the 
extent this trend political terms, according one questionnaire re- 
sponse. 


PERCENT PREFERENCES STUDENTS AND THEIR PARENTS FOR 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES 1936 


Freshmen Sophomores Juniors-Seniors 


Table indicates the freshman and senior attitudes terms mean 
P.E.P. score, based upon 26-item scale, each item which was scored 
from high scores being conservative. Thus 130 the most conserva- 
tive possible score, and the least conservative possible score. This table 
does not, course, reveal the attitude differences between freshmen and the 
same individuals, three years later, seniors. This difference, for the one 
class which was followed throughout its entire four years college, was 
approximately the same magnitude those appearing Table 2—to 
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exact, points. spite the small numbers involved, also statis- 


tically reliable difference, the critical ratio being 5.9. 


Mean P.E.P. Scores Ratios 


Freshmen Seniors Critical 
Fall 1935 65.8 3.87 
Fall 1936 75.8 60.1 6.49 
Spring 70.6 59-9 4-58 


Based upon differences between freshmen and junior-senior mean scores, because the 
smallness the senior groups. The differences between junior and senior scores are slight. 


The second important aspect the community setting that non-con- 
servatism related prestige, measured terms frequency choice 
one five students most worthy represent the college hypothetical 
intercollegiate gathering.* The relationship between prestige, thus meas- 
ured, and conservatism shown Table The results the following 
year were almost exactly the same. Very similar results were also obtained 
from another question, asked the same time, but couched terms per- 
sonal desirability friend. 


Frequency Freshmen Sophomores College 
Choice 


third aspect the community setting the finding that conservatism 
also related reputation for community-cooperativeness opposed 
community negativism. These results were obtained from 
ratings made group students, carefully selected represent 
every cross-section and grouping importance within the college. here 
employed, this technique involved the naming each the judges 
three individuals from each class who were most extreme each 
characteristics described. One way presenting these results shown 
Table where those juniors and seniors who have changed least from 


freshman scores are contrasted with those whose scores have declined 
most. 


These responses were obtained, two consecutive years, sealed envelopes from 99% 


the student body. 
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individuals not individuals 
decreasing decreasing most 
P.E.P. score P.E.P. score 
most absorbed social life and week-ends outside 
college 
most absorbed college community affairs 
most critical faculty administrative staff 
least concerned about educational policies the 
college 
anxious hold positions community responsibility 
most resistant community codes, standards, etc. 
most likely enthusiastic supporters the college 
least apt continue pursuits related college in- 
interests 
most likely lead life sheltered leisure 
least likely deterred family disapproval 


The top lihe Table read follows: nine the thirteen individuals who failed 
become less conservative P.E.P. score are named more than one Guess-Who rater 
being most absorbed social life and week-ends outside college, while one the thirteen 
whose changed most non-conservative direction thus mentioned 
more than one Guess-Who rater. The ten items selected for inclusion this table are repre- 
sentative the total items, with the exception four which showed only slight differences 
between the two groups; for the sake brevity the others are not here included. 


much way backdrop and setting. Before going discussion 
individual roles such setting, may pointed out that fairly ob- 
vious conclusion seems have emerged, viz., that full community assimi- 
lation involves the taking less conservative attitudes. From this 
might deduced hypothesis that any sort negativistic role this 
community would not accompanied decreasing conservatism, 
whereas community-participating roles would accompanied decreas- 
ing conservatism. This equivalent saying that generalized anti-com- 
munity roles include rejection the dominant attitude patterns, while 
generalized pro-community roles include acceptance them. Further in- 
vestigation, however, reveals that this far too simple. 

The fact that minority reputedly enthusiastic and community-co- 
operative individuals not become less conservative attitude, and that 
minority those whose attitudes become less conservative are not 
reputedly community-cooperative. Any adequate theory community- 
relationship and its bearing upon attitude formation must make room for 
these minorities well for the majority groupings. 

One the shortcomings the too-simple theory outlined above its as- 
sumption that community roles may adequately delineated solely the 
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basis observations individual’s behavior others. Many lines 
evidence suggest that individual’s own view his community role has 
good deal with the manner his adaptation it. This self-view, here 
referred subjective role, may may not much like the odjective 
that based upon external behavior observations. matter fact 
definition role which includes both its objective and its subjective aspects 
goes far toward accounting for the apparent discrepancies noted above. Let 
therefore turn the question measuring the subjective role. 

About half the P.E.P. items were reproduced somewhat abbreviated 
form the left sheet paper. the right were three columns headed, 
respectively, “freshman,” and Directions were 
follows: indicate your agreement disagreement with the state- 
ment. Then make estimate, each column, what percent each 
group (freshman, faculty, etc.) agrees with the statement.” Several group 
findings from these responses are interest. For example, nearly all fresh- 
men consider their own class much more conservative than themselves, but 
consider juniors and seniors less conservative than themselves; nearly all 
seniors consider freshmen much more conservative then themselves, but 
majority seniors consider themselves more conservative than most the 
class. 

several possible ways handling these responses for individual pur- 
poses, the most promising was that calculating, for each individual, the 
degree divergence from estimated class majority, i.e., divergence from her 
estimate the class which she belonged. Total conservative divergence 
was taken the sum the estimated class percentages non-conservative 
response all items answered conservatively the subject. Total non- 
conservative divergence, similarly, the sum the estimated class per- 
centages conservative response all items answered non-conservatively 
the subject. Final score equals total conservative minus total non-con- 
servative divergence, divided the number items responded to.* 

Divergence score, which may have either plus minus value, thus rep- 
resents the average degree which the subject considers her own responses 
more conservative than those her class. the following para- 
graphs, those subjects whose scores divergence are opposite direction 
that shown their actual attitude scores are labeled “unaware.” That 

E.g., suppose that subject’s estimates non-conservative response her class the 
which she herself answers conservatively are 20, 40, 40, and 50; her total conservative 
divergence the sum these percentages, 150. her estimates conservative response 
her class the remaining ten items, which she answers non-conservatively, are 60, 50, 40, 40, 
30, 30, 20, 20, 10, and her total non-conservative divergence the sum these, 300. 
Divergence score thus —10.7. This score, which taken indicate 
that the subject estimates her class’s position slightly more conservative than her own, 
simply weighted algebraic average the estimated percentages class disagreement with 


own response: the number times the amount non-conservative disagreements outweighs the 
number times the amount conservative disagreements the average amount 10.7. 


q 
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is, divergence score minus for individual whose P.E.P. score ac- 
tually considerably above the class average, she has estimated her class 
more conservative than herself when objective scores show the reverse 
the case; she therefore considered unaware her own relative con- 
servatism. Among the subjects discussed the next few pages, those whose 
self-estimates divergence are rather slight are also labeled 
since their actual scores are rather extreme. Those whose self-estimated 
divergence relatively great, and the same direction that shown 
attitude scores, are labeled they are aware their own atti- 
tude positions being relatively conservative, relatively 
tive, the case may be.* 

intensive study was now begun all the members the two con- 
secutive graduating classes except those whose final P.E.P. scores were 
within one-half standard deviation the class average. Roughly speaking, 
the most conservative and least conservative quarters these two classes 
were thus studied, including individuals altogether. The sources for this 
intensive study included all the questionnaire responses over period 
three four years; the official college records, including extensive reports 
instructors various aspects personality, and the medical and psy- 
chiatric well the academic files; and the records semi-standardized 
interview held with each senior concerning her history attitude develop- 
ment. The manner which all these data were used will appear later; for 
purposes classification role, however, only three sorts objective 
data were used: P.E.P. score for classification conservative non- 
conservative, reputation according Guess-Who ratings for objective role, 
and self-estimate conservative divergence for subjective role. 

Table are shown both the mode classifying these subjects, and 
their individual scores estimated conservative divergence. Classifications 
objective role were made upon the following basis: individuals mentioned 
two more Guess-Who raters resistant indifferent two 
more items are considered “negativistic,” provided they are not also con- 
sidered cooperative two more raters more than one item. All 
other conservative subjects are labeled “non-negativistic.” Individuals 
mentioned two more Guess-Who raters community-cooperative 
two more items are labeled provided they are not also 
named two more raters being negativistic. All other non-conserva- 
tives are labeled 

The rationale this classification into four groups conservatives and 

Five subjects the whose records were otherwise suitable for inclusion this part 
the study were eliminated from consideration because their estimates divergence were 
border-line point. This procedure justified only because not claimed that the patterns 
here described represent all those which are found. claimed only that certain pat- 


terns may found, such mode classifying, which are significant for the problem 
hand. 
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Conservative Subjects 


Negativistic Non-Negativistic 
and Aware and Aware 
Negativistic Non-negativistic 
and Unaware and Unaware 
Non-conservative Subjects 
Non-cooperative Cooperative 
and Unaware and Unaware 
Non-cooperative Cooperative 
and Aware and Aware 


The code numbers, e.g., 10, 32, refer individual students. These code numbers are 
not the same those used during the four years which the data were being gathered. 


four groups non-conservatives follows. Individuals, such com- 
munity this, tend assigned labels terms the degree active 
community participation shown. Some those assigned given label, e.g., 
negativistic, have self-assigned roles corresponding their reputations, 
but the self-assigned roles others not correspond the reputed roles. 
The personality processes which given degree conservatism ar- 
rived are presumably different for these two groups alike objective role 
but different subjective role. More concretely, two hypotheses may 
stated: (1) that the personality processes which given degree con- 
servatism arrived are similar for those alike both objective and 
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subjective role, (2) that these processes are different for those alike either 
objective subjective role but different for the other role. 

With these hypotheses mind, the available personality data were as- 
sembled for each the eight groups subjects. Space forbids any lengthy 
presentation these data. The brief summaries here reported are con- 
densed such manner show those personality characteristics applying 
all members each group which appear directly involved the 
attitudinal history the subjects during their three four years college. 

Take, for example, the two groups negativistic conservatives. Those 
who are not aware their own relative conservatism, i.e., who believe they 
are attitudinally typical, are found timid and socially insecure,* 
have small and limited groups friends, and come college with almost 
aspirations toward success.” This latter characteristic clearly 
related their almost complete failure achieve any sort suc- 
cess” pré-college relationships. The negativistic conservatives who are 
aware their own relative conservatism are markedly less retiring and less 
inhibited, more socially facile; they not, like the unawares, tend be- 
long compact little friendship groups; unlike the unawares, they had 
achieved considerable degree pre-college social success, and came 
college high hopes continued success—hopes which were doomed 
disappointment. short, the unawares are insulated tiny social groups; 
their negativism functions protective shell indifference toward what 
they cannot cope with; hence their unawareness. The negativism the 
awares aggressive the frustration the ambitions which 
were first directed the total community; hence their awareness. 

Among the non-negativistic conservatives, the distinctions between the 
awares and the unawares are partly similar and partly different from the 
preceding distinctions. The awares have markedly greater self-confidence 
and possess greater social skills; they are eager and enthusiastic, whereas 
the unawares tend plodding and conscientious. The awares have con- 
siderable prestige, the unawares almost none. Both groups show more than 
average attachment and dependence upon parents, but the crucial dis- 
tinction seems that the unawares were absorbed home and family 
conflicts and allegiances scarcely all susceptible community- 
wide college influences, while the awares, equally “loyal” parents, were 
capable maintaining divided allegiance; i.e., they yielded all college 
community influences except those attitudinal ones which would have 
brought conflict with parents. The unawares, unable cope with two 
worlds, participate only superficially college community life; hence their 
unawareness. The awares are capable participating both worlds, but 


Space forbids the presentation the data upon the basis which these generalizations 
are made. Full documentation found the writer’s forthcoming monograph. 
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reject such college influences would result home conflict; hence their 
awareness. 

Among the two groups non-cooperative non-conservatives, both 
which may described passively conforming rather than negativis- 
tic, the unawares are considered dependent upon instructors, and anxious 
please, while the awares are highly independent. The unawares are eager 


and enthusiastic, while the awares are not. The awares are more outstanding 


academically, and clear that they have set higher standards for them- 
selves. The unawares believe that they would follow the majority attitude 
trend conservative college, while the awares would not. The unawares 
describe their major ambitions, entering college, terms friendship 
rather than prestige, while the reverse true the awares, for whom in- 
tellectual prestige particularly important. Self-interpretations, finally, 
show the unawares tend think their own attitude change just one 
aspect being assimilated into the community; hence their unawareness 
their own relative non-conservatism. The awares, however, tend think 
their attitude change intellectual achievement respect which 
they have outdistanced most students, and hence their awareness. 

The two groups cooperative non-conservatives have much common. 
Both are composed “‘substantial hard-working and conscienti- 
ous, though the unawares are considered more enthusiastic and the awares 
more persistent. Both groups are high prestige; both groups had achieved 
considerable recognition before coming college, though memories pre- 
college are more acute the part the unawares. They differ 
primarily the following respects: the unawares are more anxious please, 
and need more guidance from instructors. The awares are much more com- 
monly described “meticulous” “perfectionist,” and are more apt 
intellectual leaders. The awares have come reformulate their ambi- 
tions less terms personal success and more terms the success 
short, lack awareness the part the one group represents 
loyal cooperation respect approved social attitudes; they 
must, course, slightly the majority, but not too far. The 
awares, the other hand, are not only sufficiently secure that they can af- 
ford beyond the majority, but their awareness mark the hard- 
won struggle which they reached their non-conservative positions; hence 
course, they are aware. 

short, may said for each the eight groups that the personality 
processes which appear essentially responsible for whatever attitude 
adaptation made are also responsible for whatever degrees awareness 
shown. Those who are conservative because they have avoided the com- 
munity could scarcely have opportunity discover that they are con- 
servative. Those who are conservative because they aimed leadership, 
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failed, and repudiated whatever the community stood for could scarcely 
fail aware their own conservatism. Those who have acquired more 
than the average degree non-conservatism because they are anxious 
conform cannot aware their own relative extremeness, else they would 
withdraw more moderate position. Those who are extremely non-con- 
servative because they need excel must aware that they are somewhat 
extreme, etc. 

Such the rationale the classification individuals the basis 
roles. Objective roles are assigned, with more less correctness, fellow 
community members the basis observable personality characteristics. 
Among those assigned similar objective roles, different subjective roles are 
self-assigned jon the basis other personality characteristics. Those for 
whom objective and subjective roles are similar, according “objective” 
data, thus have many personality characteristics common. The point 
worthy emphasis, however, not merely that certain groups subjects 
can objectively classified such manner that common personality char- 
acteristics are found, but rather that these common personality character- 
istics are directly related the processes personality adaptation which 
attitudes are acquired given community. 

Such findings suggest the following conclusions the theory atti- 
tude formation. The personality processes revealed these aubjects must 
conceptualized terms which have group community referents. The 
concepts objective and subjective role, here defined terms simple 
measurements, serve the scientific purpose delineating the conditions un- 
der which several individuals, with differing personal histories and personal- 
ity organizations, arrive similar attitude positions similar personality 
channeling unique, diverse personalities into limited 
number patterns, respect attitude formation, the result the 
limited number roles for which the community makes allowance. the 
community role which mediates between social attitudes and total personality 
organization. But the processes which individual personalities are led 
make such patterned adaptations become clear only conceive 
role dually enforced limitation behavior. here employed the ob- 
jective limitation corresponds degree and manner community partici- 
pation which recognized within the community; and the subjective limita- 
tion corresponds the individual’s perception his own relationship 
given context (i.e., attitudes) such norms recognizes. 
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EFFECT THE WAR DECLARATION 
THE NATIONAL MORALE AMERICAN 
COLLEGE STUDENTS* 


MILLER 
State College 


Points interest. National morale college students definitely in- 
creased after Pearl Harbor, but not much might wished. 
Regional differences and their interpretations. Relation personal 
morale. Persistence certain unhealthy attitudes. Need for confi- 
dence post-war democracy. 


was formulated view the imminent prospect military interven- 
tion World War the United States. Plans were laid measure 
the national morale large number college students many different 
sections the nation. Professors serving five colleges were contacted and 
asked they would cooperate experiment determine the national 
morale exhibited their students, now and some later 
the outbreak October, 1941, five colleges were measured 
the Washington State Survey Opinions, scale measure national 
December 1941, the war came America. Five days later 
measurement national morale was made the State College Washing- 
ton, one the selected schools, and February, 1942, re-measurement 
was made four the cooperating institutions. This research, therefore, 
reveals the immediate and delayed effect the United States entrance into 
war upon the thinking 500 college students within the limits the meas- 
uring instrument. 

The Population Studied. The five colleges participating the study were 
University New Hampshire, Johnson Smith University (Negro, North Caro- 
lina), Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, State College Washing- 
ton, and college Indiana (fictitiously titled These schools pro- 
vide samples from the Northeast, Southeast, Southwest, East North Central, and 
Pacific Coast sections the United States. The number students the samples 
totalled 477 October and 380 February. Instructions for securing samples 
read, attempt secure approximately equal numbers men and women 
students, one half them the junior college and one half the senior college.” 
Such instructions have now been shown unnecessary since age and sex the 
college population are unrelated national When such large numbers 


The Problem and Initial Plans. 1941, this research project 


This study was made possible the cooperation Professors William Sewell, 
Joseph Bachelder, Jr., Thomasson, Carl Dent and R.M.D. 

The author leave, with the Sperry Gyroscope Company, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Miller, Measurement National Morale,” Amer. Sociol. Rev., 
487-498, August, 1941; “National Morale American College Students Amer. 
Sociol. Rev., 194-213, April, 1942. 

*D. Miller, “National Morale American College Students 1941,” 
Sociol. Rev., (April, 1942), 200. 
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cases 100 per sample are taken, the parameters the supply are accurately 
approximated the statistics. However, the beginning was necessary exer- 
cise particular caution order obtain representative data. 

Instrument Measurement.—The Washington State Survey Opinions 
attitude scale measure national morale. The construction the scale was pre- 
ceded efforts clarify the concept national morale and build scale measur- 
ing the major factors that are involved. Briefly, have held that national morale 
pertains all factors the life that bring about his energetic participation 
the tasks which most effectively secure the national goals. The components na- 
tional morale include: (1) belief the superiority the social structure the 
ingroup; (2) degree and manner which personal goals are identified with national 
goals; (3) judgments the competence national leadership; (4) belief that re- 
sources are available hurl back any threats the ingroup; (5) confidence the 
permanence the national goals. this theory national morale survey 
opinions was formulated and appropriate technique cluster discriminating 
attitudes was identified. The items the final survey, named the Washington 
State Survey Opinions, can examined Table 

The reliability coefficient obtained for odd vs. even items, based responses 
from all 477 persons the initial measurement, .84. generally agreed that 
the validity opinion frequencies index national morale must depend upon 
whether opinion correlates with action. The attempt secure such demonstra- 
tion validity led correlate national morale scores with the buying United 
States War Bonds and Stamps and with the giving volunteer work contribution 
Britain her Allies. During the earlier work correlations were sought lumping 
together all the samples. Only low correlations resulted, viz. 
(negative signs appear because low scores scale indicate high morale). The deci- 
sion summate samples was unfortunate. Regional and local variations are great 
and these variations tended obscure some significant relationships. analysis 
each population has since been made. The relationship between high national 
morale October 1941 and the giving volunteer work contribution 
Britain her Allies indicated the following bi-serial coefficients: Adults 
Pullman, Washington —.37, New Hampshire students —.21, Midwestern students 
—.23, Smith University students —.13, Washington State students —.10, Okla- 
homa and students —.37, Adult Negroes New Orleans —.61. Correlations 
between bond buying and high national morale the University New Hamp- 
shire show coefficients —.67 October 1941 and February 1942. 
There correlation low national morale and membership organizations 
which protested United States entry into war October 1941, 


IT. Results Measurement. The general trend national morale between 
October 1941, and February 1942, shown Table Each sample 
reveals higher national morale, with the University New Hampshire 
making the most pronounced shift toward higher morale. (Low scores the 
scale indicate high morale.) Unfortunately record could secured 
February for the Midwestern sample. The table reveals four critical ratios, 
only one which high enough above the 2.00 level significance. 
However, all the ratios are the same direction. The probability oc- 
currence such differences appearing together can computed. ap- 
propriate analysis the critical ratio can For these 
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samples +2.98. This means that the odds finding pattern such 
differences chance are only one 345 chances. There is, therefore, little 
doubt that the outbreak military activities has increased national morale 
among these students. The striking increase the national morale New 
Hampshire students, placing this Eastern college the highest rank, sug- 
gests that there may marked sectional shifts opinions. 


Scores AMERICAN COLLEGES BEFORE AND AFTER 
States Entry War 


National National 
Morale Morale C.R. 


Mean Score Mean Score 
Oct., 1942 


N=96 


Oklahoma 46.82 7.98 7.08 1.08 .71 

Smith 9-23 8.34 1.25 +1.73 

New Hampshire 49-83 45.91 8.70 8.10 1.26 +3.11 
N=82 

Washington State 50.96 49-33 8.31 7.68 1.18 +1.39 


Multiple C.R. P=.003 


Intensive Study One Sample. Four time-samples Washington 
State students have been taken. These are May 1941, October 
1941, December 12, 1941, and February 1942. These dates span critical 
events. Between May and October 1941 the German armies were sent into 
Russia and nearly engulfed all Russia’s largest cities. December 
the United States was still recovering from the shock the Pearl Harbor 
disaster and war declarations. Between December and February the 
people the United States were being told that they were losing the war 
Manila, Malaya, and Singapore fell. Table record the national 
morale exhibited Washington State students during these periods. Since 
low scores the scale represent high national morale, apparent that 
the events taking place between December and galvanized divergent 
opinion into unity which had not existed prior that time. The military 


Formula for significance the difference between values for more than two samples 


C.R.= 


where the difference between any two independent values, its standard error, and 
the number differences. See. McCormick, Elementary Social Statistics, New York, 
1941, Pp. 272-273. 
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TABLE SIGNIFICANCE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN MEAN NATIONAL 
Four 


May 1941 Oct. 1941 Dec. 12, 1941 Feb. 1942 
N=100 N=85 N=82 
Standard deviation 9-72 8.31 7.07 7.68 
M,—M,=1.85 
.06 


frustrations during December and January, the slowness our war prepa- 
rations, over domestic policy did not heighten national morale, 
but seem have lowered slightly.‘ 

The item records the scale are reproduced Table This table shows 
the scale items with the minor changes that were made the wording 
some items the United States entered the war. Such changes not alter 
the meaning the statements except the entrance the nation 
active military power changes the meaning. The total percentage those 
who marked strongly agree agree placed beside the statement for each 
the four time-samples taken the State College Washington. All the 
critical ratios are computed for differences which approach the level sig- 
nificance. Note that between May and October, 1941, difference occurred 
that was statistically significant. However, December 12, 1941, two pro- 
nounced changes the thinking the students appeared. There came 
greater determination defeat the Axis nations but also lowered confi- 
dence their ability attain desired personal goals. This can seen 
clearly the significant increases such items (18) The United States 
should now, ally Britain, send Air Force, Army, and Navy, neces- 
sary, defeat Hitler, and (12) matter how much damage Germany does 
sooner later Britain will defeat Hitler. The lower personal morale ex- 
hibited the increasing agreement such items (14) The future looks 
very black, and (9) The future too uncertain make plans for oneself. 

Certain accompanying questionnaire results further indicate that the 
students were emotionally unprepared for the brunt war which hit 
suddenly. these results find: (1) percent decrease those who said 
that things are going well with them the present time; (2) percent 
decrease those who had previously marked agreement the question, 


The difference scale means between December 12, 1941 and February 1942, not 
statistically significant and the decrease merely suggests slight decline. 
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“Do you think your family members home feel that they have regular 
income during the next (3) percent increase those who think 
the war will force them leave college before their education 
becomes clear that shock and uncertainty produced many neurotic 
symptoms student behavior during the days immediately following the 
declaration war. Two months later much the excitement and anxiety 
was gone. February 1942, find significantly fewer who say the 
future looks very black, fewer who say the war will force them leave 
college before their education completed, and more who say that they 
feel that things are going well with them the present From the 
vantage ground which afforded the time depth the experiment, 
can seen that the outbreak war crystallized the conviction these 
students that the Axis nations must They discovered that the 
threat totalitarian government appearing inevitably with our participa- 
tion war was false and misleading belief.* majority believe that the 
future too uncertain make plans for oneself,® but only about third 
believe that the future looks very This part the picture en- 
couraging view national morale among these students. However, one 
can afford overlook the unhealthy currents thought. Among these cur- 
rents are noted: (1) the belief unwavering majority (55 percent) 
that the British are not much concerned with the saving democracy 
with the saving their skins and the rich trade their empire; (2) seven 
percent who believe that democracy will collapse matter what happens 
this war (it encouraging, however, note significant decline this 
+ 


Wash. Wash. 
S.E. 
Questionnaire Items Response Oct.1, diff. C.R. 
N=100 
you feel that things are Yes —28 6.74 
going well with you the pres- 
ent time? Doubtful +29 +4.45 
you think your family feel Yes 
they have regular income dur- 
ing the year? Doubtful 
you think the war will force Yes +39 +5.74 


you leave college before your 


P=.05; P=.03; C.R.=+1.86, P=.06. 

Table Item 12, Column 16, and Table Item 18, 
Column 16, C.R.= —7.34, 

See Table Item 10, Column 16, C.R. 

Table Item Column 16, C.R. —2.60, 

Table Item 14, Column 16, significant change. 
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Directions 
Reap CAREFULLY AND UNDERLINE QUICKLY THE PHRASE WHICH Best Expresses YOUR FEELING ABOUT THE 


STATEMENT. Wherever possible, let your own personal experience determine your answer. not spend much time any 
item. doubt underline the phrase which seems most nearly express your present feeling about the statement. Work 


sure answer every item. 


Not WITH THE SAVING DEMOCRACY WITH THE SAVING THEIR SKINS 


Every SINGLE CALLs AMERICAN SHOULD VOLUNTEER Now For 
ICE. 
Strongly Agree? Undecided? Disagree* Strongly 


GOVERNMENT. 
Strongly agree! Agree? Strongly 


Dereat 
Stroagly agree! Agree? Disagree* Strongly 
Strongly Agree* Strongly disagree! 
THE NEGRO THE UNITED THAN GERMANY TREATS THE CONQUERED PEOPLES 
UROPE. 
Strongly Disagree? Strongly disagree! 
Strongly Disagree? Strongly disagree! 
16. CHANCE FoR THE LITTLE FELLOW More. 
Strongly agree® Strongly disagree! 
17. REAL AMERICAN SHOULD WILLING ror His Country THE RIGHT THE WRONG. 
Strongly agree! Agree? Disagree* Strongly 
ITLER. 
Strongly agree! Agree? Disagree* Strongly 


belief between May 1941, and February (3) less than third 
(30 percent) who believe any man woman should proud die the 
defense democracy. turn examination the other samples 
make comparisons and seek generalizations that may apply more widely 
the college students the nation. 


Table Item Column 16, C.R.=+2.29, P=.02. 
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1941 1941 1942 1942 


+10 
23 29 
3° 34 
+23 
15 19 
29 3r 


Minus and plus values and not always indicate increased and lowered morale respectively, al- 
though the total scale values with high morale. The values assigned the possible answers each item are 
shown superscripts the form etc. 


Comparative Analysis. Five colleges were sampled questionnaire 
and scale October 1941, and four these samples were re-tested 
February 1942 secure national morale scores and identify associated 
factors. These colleges are located New Hampshire, Indiana, North Caro- 
lina, Oklahoma, and Washington. Thus several sections the country were 
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sampled. Representativeness was also sought the inclusion among these 
three state schools: the University New Hampshire, Oklahoma and 
College, and the State College Washington; and two church schools: 
Smith University and The students Smith 
University also provide sample the thinking Negro students the 
South. believed that these five schools reflect the opinions the college 
students the nation within limits reasonable accuracy. 

study the general trend national morale among these samples 
showed displayed increases between October 1941, and Febru- 
ary 1942 (see Table 1). All these samples demonstrate the great confi- 
dence the students the military strength the United States and the 
belief that the Allied Nations will win. Very large increases agreement are 
given the statements, matter how much damage Germany does 
sooner later the Allies will defeat Hitler,” and United States should 
now, ally Britain, send Air Force, Army, and Navy necessary 
defeat There has been marked decline agreement the state- 
ment, “Within six months the United States will have totalitarian govern- 
two other statements find smaller changes, but all the 
changes are the same direction and the multiple critical ratios suggest the 
probability significant change evaluating one’s personal role. Uni- 
formly, fewer persons say that one cares much what happens 
this same pattern observed increase agreement the statement 
that “The real American should willing fight for his country whether 
the right These responses suggest the influence which 
Dr. Robert Sproul recently referred, the first time, all our people 
young and old, are hearing the call, are 

Accompanying questionnaire responses show that the war has definitely 
introduced elements uncertainty the lives college students. There 
great increase the number students who now feel that the war will 
force them leave college before their education 
school does less than the students expect complete their educa- 
tion and New Hampshire percent now expect leave college before 
graduation. There significant decline among those who say that things 
are going well with them the present There is, also, decline 
among those who say that they think that their family home feel they 
have regular income during the next 

Among the significant changes found for only given sample are the 

Multiple C.R. —2.23, 

P=.04. 

Address given before the American Association School Administrators. 
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following: (1) decrease from percent percent the Smith 
students who agreed that Whites treat the Negro the United States 
worse than Germany treats the conquered peoples Europe (however, 
over percent say the United States democracy name but not 
practice, which just double the average all agreements given white 
persons the same statement); (2) the striking decrease from percent 
percent New Hampshire students who agreed that one cares much 
what happens you (this decrease observed smaller degree 
all the other samples, but the extent the decrease much larger the 
New Hampshire sample); (3) the large increase the mistrust the 
British implied the percent (in October, percent) Oklahoma 
students who say that the British are not much concerned with the saving 
democracy with the saving their skins and the rich trade their 
empire; (4) the significant the number students 
who agree that there chance for the little fellow business any more. 
The most discriminating item the national morale scale the state- 
ment: man woman should proud die the defense de- 
mocracy.” The answers this and other discriminating statements are 
shown Table Here can seen that there wide diversity re- 
sponse. adult sample 128 cases secured the Summer 1941 from 
Pullman, Washington; Chicago, and Findlay, Ohio, shows 
percent agreement the belief that any man woman should proud 
die the defense democracy. Note that October only percent 
the students agreed and student group even today 
has equalled the agreement given the adults (average age= 42). There 
has been little change student opinion this statement between October 
and February. Agreement continues average over percent for the 
Southern schools and the University New Hampshire. Washington State 
College lags with percent agreement. These samples suggest that the 
southern and seaboard areas have greater tendency make sacrifices 
than the interior areas. This hypothesis projected assuming that the 
Smith and Oklahoma schools reflect southern attitudes, New Hampshire, 
the seaboard, and and Washington State, the interior 
The response another discriminating item tends corroborate this 
hypothesis. the statement, “In modern war the average soldier just 
much cannon fodder,” showed percent agreement fol- 
lowed Washington State with percent agreement. The New Hamp- 
shire, Smith, and Oklahoma students give less agreement, and now, 
since war has been declared, all have shown decreases until there only 
percent average agreement. The reader must recognize that not im- 


shift from percent percent, C.R.=2.77, P=.005. 
The State College Washington located Eastern Washington. only miles 
from the Idaho boundary and nearly 400 miles from Seattle. 
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portant whether these respondents take the realistic position. What 
important the latent tendency act with underlies the answers. The 
discovery and description such tendencies provide basis for inferring 


STATEMENTS THE SCALE 


Mid- Adult Washington Oklahoma New 
Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage 
Agreement Agreement Agreement Agreement 


should proud die 


the defense democracy 


modern war, the av- 
erage soldier just 
much cannon fodder 


matter what hap- 

pens this war, democ- 

racy will collapse sooner 
ter 


much concerned with the 
saving democracy 
with the saving their 
skins and the rich trade 
their empire 


There are too many old 
men trying run the 
army and navy 


Whites treat the Negro 
worse than Germany treats 
the conquered peoples 
Europe 


The United States 
democracy name but 
not practice 


action and thought patterns. interest here explaining the variations 
responses exhibited sections the nation. have com- 
pared adults and students previous study and found significant 
variations mean national morale scores when the students and adults 
were from the same turn examination regions, the 
results this study may fruitfully compared with some the public 
opinion polls. Elmo Roper has found most his questions for the For- 
tune Survey that the West North Central States are usually the most paci- 
fist and the West South Central States the most belligerent.” general, the 
South has led all regions the country its willingness fight and 
all-out the war effort. general, the Midwest, Plains, and Mountain 

Delbert Miller, “National Morale American College Students 1941,” Amer. 


Sociol. Rev., 194-213, April, 1942. 
Fortune, 25: 109, April, 1942. 
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States have been least belligerent. The Pacific Coast has responded very 
much like the Atlantic Coast States. must remembered that these poll 
results have been based largely pre-war sampling. There is, however, 
reason believe that the factors operating then are still influencing opin- 
ion. What are the effective causes explain these variations? Briefly the 
following hypotheses are suggested: 

The belligerency the South largely explained those customs 
the region which place higher premium military endeavor and military 

The more pacifist reactions the Midwest, Plains, and Mountain 
States result from the feeling remoteness. the Mountain and the West 
North Central States this factor coupled with feeling economic de- 
pression. December, 1941, the Fortune Survey asked the question, 
you think your son’s opportunities succeed will better than, not 
good as, those you have?” Results reveal that “the Mountain and West 
North Central States are unusually pessimistic, showing only and 
percent vote predicting ‘better’,” (national vote 37.3 percent.)* have 
way knowing whether this economic defeatism factor causing the 
more pacifist reactions, but the moment, appears more than coinci- 
dental. However, there reason believe that economic factors are 
always determining. The South direct contradiction. Moreover, the 
question their son’s opportunities, the majority Negroes have high 

The Atlantic and Pacific Coast States experience sense near- 
ness and immediacy with the World battlefields. The need for holding 
ocean bases from which they might attacked recognized and 
reflected their opinions. following study these hypotheses will 
carefully tested. They stand tentative explanations placed here for 
the future research. 

Variations within the sample introduce new problems. Societal tensions 
cannot ignored are indicated the answers the statement 
the national morale scale which reads, matter what happens 
this war democracy will collapse sooner later.” the present time 
average percent the college students agree this statement. 
the same disturbing character are the responses the statement, 
“The United States democracy name but not practice.” 
average percent agreement has been given persons the white 

109. 

Professor Thomasson Smith University, Charlotte, North Carolina, says, “It 
may worth mentioning that the pacifist vogue the twenties and thirties did not have the 
strength among southern students—Negroes white people—that had some other sec- 
tions.” Letter the writer, Nov. 20, 


Fortune Survey, Fortune, 24: 120, December, 1941. 
120. 
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race, the samples Table average percent agreement 
noted for the Negro Smith University. one should 
interpret these responses indicating willingness the part sub- 
stantial minority abandon democratic government. Intelligent ob- 
servers will, however, recognize that there underlying dissatisfaction 
represented. Without doubt, some the healthy voice progressive 
people seeking fulfil the American dream equality opportunity for 
all citizens. Some blind resentment resulting from the bitter frustra- 
tions unhappy economic, marital, social, and other adjustments. the 
role research lead the way constructive attack ascertaining the 
effective causes which lie back such responses. 

Where our society are the roots these opinions? Turn the Decem- 
ber, 1941, issue Fortune Magazine and look the Fortune Survey. This 
was poll public opinion taken just before the outbreak war. The 
data are highlighted these facts. After the war, will have work 
harder, say 73.6 percent the people with opinions; will get paid less, 
say 65.3 percent the people with opinions; there will lots unemploy- 
ment, say percent the people with opinions; will have pay 
higher prices say 46.4 percent the people with Add these 
responses the recent returns from question which had been used Febru- 
ary, 1940. The question was, “Do you think your son’s opportunities 
succeed will better than, not good as, those you have?” 
explain his research results, Roper wrote, “In breakdown cross 
tabulation, part the country kind employment economic 
level—was there lacking whopping agreement with the nation’s esti- 
mate opportunity that goes onward and upward with the 
December, 1941, the same question was asked. Interpreting the change 
returns which had occurred the interval, Roper wrote, decline 
fundamental optimism that little short the basis 
the research data, the following conclusions were written: 

The average Nazi may visualizing his new Order all its centralized glory, and 
the average Briton may dead certain that the post-war world will im- 
mensely better place live in, but the average American sees nothing good 
the world left behind him. Not that doubts the military outcome the war. 
overwhelmingly sure victory the field. But foresees defeat home; 
even his habitual optimism about his children’s opportunities has declined steeply. 
Doubtless the state mind helps account for his lingering reluctance participate 
the war much thinks ought to. Certainly his appetite for the job 
would lot sharper could look forward something more than few medals 

The people not feel that war solves economic problems. the con- 
trary, they see future made more insecure the war. The constructive 


119. 

Fortune Survey, Fortune, 21: 134, February, 1940. 
Fortune Survey, Fortune, 24: 120, December, 1941. 
119. 
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attack upon these defeatist attitudes indicated one our best known 
economists. Alvin Hansen has recently written, 


not have take economic defeat after the military victory 
shall have, when the war over, the technical equipment, the trained and 
efficient labor, and the natural resources required produce substantially higher 
real income for civilian needs than any ever achieved before our 
can achieve society which everyone capable and willing work, can 
find opportunity earn living, make his contribution, play his part 
citizen progressive, democratic country.*! 


Millions our citizens not clearly understand how freedom from 
want can achieved. Education has job make known what intelli- 
gence and cooperative action can achieve the post-war world. 

Discussion. attitude scale very much like correlation coeffi- 
cient that gives answer the question, does this relation- 
ship Cause must inferred. know that back the answers there 
are causes operating. make penetrating analysis one must get below 
the level opinion and identify the value systems which characterize the 
persons high and low national morale. far systematic research 
this character has appeared although many writers have recorded their 
impressions and recent article George Hartmann 
has thrown considerable light the theoretical approach analysis 
causation behind pacifist and non-pacifist The approach applies 
equally well national morale. His work and mine suggest that the causes 
for most the variation national morale are not accounted for given 
group institutional memberships. The predominant influence second- 
ary group participation modern life, coupled that the agencies 
mass impression, introduces each person such wide range social norms 
that the values interiorized personal frames reference are great 
variety. can tap these values indirectly searching for those opinions 
which reveal differing tendencies act. This study shows quite clearly that 
some these values are deep-seated tenacity, resisting change the 
face war demands. mistrust the British continues (an average agree- 
ment percent for item Table 4), minority percent continue 
believe that matter what happens this war democracy will collapse 
sooner later, percent are suspicious the efficiency the army and 
navy commands (see item Table 4), and there increased opinion 
that any man woman should proud die the defense 


Alvin Hansen, After the War—Full Employment, Washington: National Resources 
Planning Board, January, 1942, 

One the most interesting that Stanley Washburn, “What Makes Morale,” 
Opinion Quarterly, Winter, 1941. 

George Hartmann, “Motivational Differences between Pacifists and Non-Pacifists,” 
Four. Soc. Psychol., 14: 197-210, August, 1941. 

Recently Roper asked the rhetorical question, about the traditional American 
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Some the opinions given have not been rigidly tied deeper atti- 
tudes personal values. One the striking changes opinions occurring 
all samples was the recognition that the United States could wage war 
democracy and would not necessarily have resort totalitarian 
When put the test this isolationist belief has proved 
propaganda bogey, and almost all now recognize such. the same 
fashion, when put the test war the Negro students Smith 
University have almost completely denied the assertion that whites treat 
the Negro the United States worse than Germany treats the conquered 
peoples Europe (see item Table 4). October, percent the 
Smith students had answered agreement this statement. wrote 
Professor Thomasson asking could explain why his students should 
answer this way. wrote, “Their checking was, course, irrational. 
they were asked compare objectively, Hitler’s treatment subject 
the few Negroes Germany—and America’s treatment 
Negroes, would, sure admit the irrationality their checking.” 
The war has objectified the statement and forced the students come 
terms with it. The crust resentment has been cut through and another 
value deeper significance has been touched. 

V1. Conclusion. This study opinions encourages the search for values 
interiorized within personal frames reference. Until instruments are con- 
structed attack with more directness the problem discovering and 
describing these values, attitude and opinion scales may used interpret 
and infer the springs action. This study shows that the entrance the 
United States into war touched national pride and galvanized the deter- 
mination students and adults win the war. Many observers recognize 
that this unity not yet firm could The suddenness 
entry linked with the Pearl Harbor catastrophe brought neurotic symptoms 
the college community many students struggled visualize recon- 
struction habits and goals world war. Most these symptoms 
have disappeared but elements uncertainty remain. The unhealthy 
aspects national morale séen most closely attached insecurity feelings 
regarding the peace. Here there defeatism which, paralleled the 
military side, would extremely dangerous. The great need seems 
assurance that the war call, are needed,” carries forward into the 
peace. Americans are not yet convinced that democracy can and will 
manage itself with competence when the military job finished. Their 
firm conviction needed before shall have the highest national morale. 
prejudices?” “They still exist, though impossible, without point previous reference, 
know whether they have increased declined since the war began.” Fortune, 25: 110, 
April, 1942. results show significant change except for increase mistrust the 
part Oklahoma students. 


One the most interesting and penetrating accounts that William White, “Em- 
poria Wartime,” New 106: 490-492, April 13, 1942. 


Passir 


size 
diet 
men 
the 
WP. 
Dep 
type 
labo 
grou 
sored 
the 
their 
been 
Rural 
the 
factor 
the 
Mis 
Agr 


FOOD AND CULTURE SOUTHERN 
ILLINOIS—A PRELIMINARY 
REPORT* 


Joun Bennett, Harvey anp HERBERT 
University Chicago Northwestern University 


Points interest. How food folkways are being studied provide 
guidance for the national nutrition program. What some people eat 
the Mississippi River bottoms. What fish means different social 
classes. Food and prestige. Food folkways, urbanization, and social 
change. [Ed.] 

BACKGROUND THE STUDY 


enesis. Scientific examination food habits American rural com- 
munities seems date from the post-World War period, when 
number modest studies emanated from agricultural colleges and 
rural sociology departments state These studies empha- 
sized the necessity for modifying cooking techniques and food-choices for 
dietary improvement, and suggested practical techniques for that purpose. 
This same tradition persisted the later attempts various govern- 
ment agencies, particularly those associated with the wide-scale activities 
the Department Agriculture. Thus NYA has experimented with model 
cooking projects, Farm Security with garden and canning instruction, 
WPA with school lunch programs. The Consumer Purchases Studies the 
Department Agriculturure represent elaborate extension this 
type 
second approach the study food habits can seen the various 
laboratory studies the experimental modification diet controlled 
groups, students social and child many these ex- 


This paper summary the operations the “culture and foodways spon- 
sored the Social Science Research Council and the University Chicago, the behest 
the USDA (Extension Division) and the Rockefeller Foundation. The authors wish express 
their deep obligations Director Wilson, the Extension Division, USDA, who has 
been the staunchest friend applied anthropology; Prof. Warner, whose unstinting 
advice proved immensely valuable. The region was selected for the study the basis 
earlier study culture changes the area conducted the director the project, Herbert 
Passin Northwestern University. (Vide, Passin, changes Southern 
Rural Sociology, forthcoming.) The members the project and their advisors felt that because 
the unique situation studied there, very full analysis could made the many type- 
factors the cultural determination food habits. 

The first two authors are associated with the University Chicago. Mr. Smith now 
the United States Army, Mr. Bennett and Mr. Passin the Department Agriculture. 

See, for example, Dickins, Study Food Habits People Two Contrasting Areas 
Mississippi, Mississippi Agricultural Experiment Station, Bull. 245, Agric. College, 1927. 

See Family Food Consumption and Dietary Levels, Misc. Public. No. 405, Department 
Agriculture, 1941. 

See Duncker, “Experimental Modification Children’s Food Preferences through 
Social Suggestions,” Four. Abnormal and Social Psychol., 33: 489-507, 1938. 
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periments food was utilized medium for the demonstration certain 
psychological propositions, and the end per cannot said have been 
remedial change food 

recent years interest food habits has tended emphasize the es- 
sential involvement diet and foodways within the total cultural configu- 
ration, and the obvious significance this for remedial programs. Al- 
though rural sociologists have investigated dietary-cultural 
considerable share the credit must British social anthropologists, 
who relatively early period were envolving theoretical systematization 
diet and culture from data gathered This general approach 
does more than merely introduce the concept the field; 
essentially points the necessity for considering extra-physiological fac- 
tors the selection, production, and preparation human foods. The illu- 
sion man,” searching out the most obscure foodstuffs from 
unwilling Nature the reasoned pursuit complete fulfillment his 
needs, way the concept man conditioned the preferences 
and his neighbors, selecting only those foods sanctioned the 
“culture.” And since these prejudices and preferences are not fortuitous, 
but rather products certain social processes, modificatory programs must 
deal with the controls and mechanisms these processes. 

The Southern Foodways Study took this point view into the 
field, and subjected empirical investigation. 

Purposes. These were twofold: (1) make preliminary isolation 
certain general propositions concerning the involvements food habits 
with culture, and (2) evolve set procedures specific techniques for 
the modification food habits the area studied; and which would also 
serve working basis for similar programs other segments American 
rural society. The study was thus both practical and theoretical; specific 
and general. 

Nutritional aspects diet were investigated only terms relatively 
generalized features. The field party lacked the services trained nu- 
tritionist, but even had one been present, the length the study would have 
prohibited properly intensive investigation. doubtful informants 


These studies laboratory researchers merge into large-scale programs modification 
University and public clinics. The work the Child Welfare Research Station 
excellent example practical and theoretical pursuits; similarly the University Minnesota 
and the Department Home Economics the City St. Paul, Minnesota, have developed 
both ends the undertaking. (Summaries various aspects the work these groups can 
found Conference with the Committee Food Habits (held Washington, June 27-28, 
1941). Mimeographed, National Research Council. 

See Give and Cussler, Between the Cultural Pattern and 
Nutrition. Department Agriculture, Extension Service Circular 266, August, 1941. 

The classical example is, course, Audrey Richards’ Land, Labor and Diet Southern 
Rhodesia, London, 1938, and the Vol. No. (1936) issue Africa, which the basic con- 
cepts and procedures such investigations were established. 
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would have cooperated the extent required for nutritional studies. How- 
ever, considerable body gross data was acquired—enough indicate 
the most prominent dietary deficiencies the various areas. These were 
present sufficient degree demonstrate the advisability attempts 
change. 

Hypotheses. The structure the investigation was given preliminary 
alignment the point view expressed above, under Thus: 
Men utilize and exploit the natural environment only the extent allowed 
them their customs and traditions. Between human beings and food- 
stuffs the natural environment there exists cultural screen, which modi- 
fies and controls the selection available foods. 

This approach may phrased simple priori resolution: Food 
habits are considered part the general cultural milieu. 
therefore assumed they are integrated within social and economic systems. 

Supplementary this are series procedural hypotheses, grouped 
under the general statement: Food habits can modified the manipula- 
tion the social systems which they are integrated. Thus corollary 
the integration food habits within culture, was observed that food 
could studied one series indices various types change 
within the culture. the subareas the region the authors found food 
could used indicator acculturation, status and prestige, urbaniza- 
tion, and other Further, was found that along with 
certain changes economic social systems occurred concomitant shifts 
food habits. Thus the introduction WPA the area has led greater 
proportion cash expenditures for food, since WPA work replaces the time 
ordinarily spent cultivating The direction food changes 
was carefully developed, since these gave clues just what new foods 
might introduced ways that would give reasonable assurance 
successful modification. 

Some these various principles, phrased hypotheses, can con- 
sidered suitable for testing further field investigations. For example: 
food identified with sub- superordination within socio-economic 
system, will acquire prestige values related the classes social groups 
participating the mobile structure. 

The Region. The study was confined one county and part second 
river-bottom and upland region southern Illinois. The region had 
the following ecological divisions: 


The River. major stream, marking the border between and another 


recent paper Cora Bois (“Attitudes Toward Food and Hunger Alor,” 
Language, Culture, and Personality-Sapir Memorial Volume, 1941) illustrates some aspects 
the use food indicator cultural drives, basic logics, and typical personality types. 

tendency toward greater reliance upon cash economy had, course, already appeared 
much earlier than the introduction WPA. The later organization has served intensify 
and maintain the dependence upon purchased goods. 
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state. Dammed for flood control, but with sufficient fish provide meager living 
for shantyboat dwellers and riverbank squatters. 


The Riverbank. region exceptional fertility, immediately bordering the 
stream, and occupied small families individuals living squatters with per- 
mission farmland, and making living fishing and/or farm labor. 


The Bottoms. low, flat area, marking the former channels the river. Dis- 
sected sloughs, and subject frequent floodings. Flora primarily deep South— 
constitutes ecological island this more typical northern country. Occupied 
large tenant farmers and marginal sub-sharecroppers; WPA families; farm laborers. 
Area (b), the Riverbank, really the southern margin the Bottoms. Soil very 


fertile. 


The Lower Hills. The first river terrace northward from the Bottoms. area 
low, rolling hills, composed unfertile clay soil. Occupied small farm owners 
who frequently rent land the eastern end the Bottoms, outside the tenant 
farmer group. Entirely different family lines are represented here, and there are 
few social contacts with the Bottoms dwellers. 


The Hills. high, rolling semi-forest area east the Lower Hills 
area. Soil poor and badly eroded. Inhabited marginal, relief, and Farm Loan 
farming families. Many the tenants and sharecroppers the Bottoms came from 
this area. 


The Upper Hills and German Hills. higher upland area north the Lower 
Hills. geographically continuous with Northeast Hills. Soil poor, but good agri- 
cultural techniques have preserved from depletion and erosion. Inhabited 
relatively well-off farmers—representing highest economic group whole region. 
Divided into two sub-areas noted above: relative lack contact between “Eng- 
group and Germans—also considerable culture differences. Some acculturation 


taking place. 


small crossroads village located toward the western edge the 
Bottoms, and constituting focus for the Lower Hills, western Bottoms, and 
some extent the Upper Hills. The town typical example urbanized and 
rural community. Bootlegging during Prohibition gave tremendous 
boom and permanently removed its residents from the farm. 


Negro Communities. These two settlements were located along the road going 
through Unionville across the Bottoms. One represented one the oldest com- 
munities the area, and was populated older individuals. The other was 
younger settlement, with active church and social life. Both had their own Negro 
schools. Labor from each hired White farmers. one time few colored 
farmers owned considerable land the Bottoms. 


Coincident with these natural-human ecological areas were found rather 
distinct sub-cultures the total regional culture. These sub-cultures were 
studied interacting social units with processes interaction most in- 
tense within each sub-culture, and less intense between the groups. More 
said this interactive structure relative food later the paper. 

should noted here that the recognition these sub-cultural group- 
ings within general regional society constitutes one the more important 
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contributions the study. Previous dietary level analyses have tended 
elide such divisions, grouping the data terms abstract economic 
nutritional units. Highly significant differences food habits and relation 
foodways social and economic systems were found coincide with 
these sub-cultures, even though basically similar dietary level existed 
throughout the region. 


METHODOLOGY AND TECHNIQUES 


The Interview. short-term field program months) plus large-scale 
survey analysis necessitated interview technique rather than participant 
observation. Field workers lived with the families one sub-area (Lower 
Hills) and were thus able observe food habits these families. con- 
sistent observation was made those workers not directly concerned with 
the Hills area, however. 

Interviews were initially developed the use outline questionnaire 
covering relevant social and economic information within subsistence 
context. These forms were modified after first When interviewers 
became acquainted with their informants, these questionnaires were aban- 
doned, save for reference, and both directed interviews and free-association 
techniques were substituted. Later the study food-prestige, preference, 
and historical-change summary lists were prepared, order secure 
evaluative responses from informants. Such devices the familiar paired- 
comparison technique were utilized. 

These questionnaires and tests were modified according prob- 
lems met various subareas. Toward the close the study, each the 
field workers had achieved orientation toward problems more less 
unique for each the areas. The accumulating field material, analyzed 
weekly, thus provided its own conceptual organization the study pro- 
ceeded. For example, the problem culture contact was seen most 
cogent the Upper Hills; food prestiges were stressed for the Bottoms. 

During the course the study various short-cuts for securing concise 
information were developed. Quantitative and other data, was found for 
example, could gathered quickly the interview situation naming 
garden crop, then asking the informant give planting times, yield, dis- 
posal, table preparation, medicinal value, etc. significant attitudinal com- 


plexes were seen emerging, these could followed immediately, noted 


and introduced another 


THE STUDY 


The Dietary Pattern. Content the diet all subareas can considered 
basically similar. The three staples, potatoes, beans, and pork, were 


compilation these various field techniques and general methodology has been sub- 
mitted Director Wilson the USDA. Extension Division and the Committee 
Food Habits the NRC. 
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common all groups, and were culturally traditional all. The German 
diet was founded similar triad staples, but this case had been 
European importation. Moreover the use and preparation these three 
foods differed the German and English groups. somewhat similar 
control was hand for the River and Bottoms, where shantyboat river- 
dweller with varied cultural experiences also had the most unique diet for 
this general region. Again, the staples and content were traditional, but 
methods preparation varied. 
Some the traditional and most frequently encountered foods for the 
region whole may grouped here meal-type: 
Breakfast; Flour and/or meat-grease gravy 
Fried eggs 
Strips fat pork, fried 
Water milk biscuits 


Preserved fruit (jam jelly) 
Coffee (with cream canned milk) 


Dinner:' fried potatoes 
Cooked dried beans 
Cooked (with meat grease) green lima beans 
Boiled pork fried fat pork 
Sliced fresh tomatoes 
Fresh lettuce, served with vinegar 
Macaroni with tomatoes 
Pie cake 
Coffee (with cream canned milk) 


Supper: from dinner usually allowed stand the dishes until sup- 
per time, when either warmed over served cold. Occasionally 
fresh meat potatoes may fried, fresh tomatoes sliced. 


Children are usually given glass skimmed milk with each meal. 
the more affluent families, the children may receive whole milk, but this was 
relatively infrequent. can seen from this brief list that the diet 
whole over-plentifiul carbohydrates and fats; fresh leafy vegetables 
are little used, and when served are prepared such way destroy 
certain essential vitamin content. The excessive use meat greases and 
fats, however, may introduce the fat-soluble vitamins. 

Diet variation economic level was minimum during the summer, 
when families all levels and areas ate garden produce from home-tended 
plots. the winter, however, differences seem pronounced, that 
the families the lower economic levels are forced consume their own 
home-canned fruits, vegetabies, and meat exclusively, while the higher 
income groups can buy fresh foods when needed. the Bottoms the 
situation could observed the correlation between well-planted, well 
cared-for gardens with high yields, with the lower income families. Also 
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more attention was paid canning supplies and techniques these 
families. 

general, members lower income levels all subareas consumed less 
meat, eggs, and milk. Even cattle and chickens were present share- 
cropper Farm Loan farms, was necessary sell the products eke 
out bare living expenses. Families engaged non-agricultural pursuits, 
such fishing, probably had the least meat, eggs, milk, and fresh vegetable 
content any diet, although the data relative this situation are still 
incompletely analyzed. 

certain extent was necessary for families the higher levels 
the agricultural population sell dairy and poultry products order 
secure enough cash for household and personal expenditures. many 
cases, particularly the Bottoms, much this money was used for the 
purchase relatively expensive luxury articles food clothing which 
carried high prestige values the mobile status structure. 

summary, the dietary pattern the whole region basically uniform, 
with subareal variations content and modes preparation. chronic 
shortage certain “protective” foods, such milk and fresh vegetables, 
seems exist. Differences economic level may appear seasonally, 
result the reliance upon home gardens, and the greater supply cash 
the higher income groups. 

The preceding remarks apply generally the “Old families 
the region, whose diets reflect basic southern rural tradition. Within 
the German division the Upper Hills area, however, somewhat different 
dietary background was found. The “beans, potatoes and staple 
triad was present, only this case reflected Old Country tradition. 
Furthermore, the Germans raised better gardens and accomplished more 
home canning than the other groups; pork was less emphasized, though 
important, and beef was relatively frequent part the diet. Other items 
the German diet that appear rarely not all elsewhere are: various 
kinds soups, cottage cheese, rye bread, pickled vegetables, head-cheese, 
buttermilk, liverwurst, and others. The most strikingly unique article 
their diet blood-sausage made from the blood 
slaughtered hogs. This low prestige item and generally spoken with 
disgust the Old American groups. 

general, the German diet was more consistent and homogeneous than 
the pattern for other Hills area families. This seems reflect the greater 
stability and homogeneity the German Hills culture. 

Modes Change. Preliminary analysis the data has indicated that 
will convenient discuss the topic change terms variations from 
diet. Thus might conceptualize (in addition the core diet) 
the following: the core diet,” consisting the recent introduc- 
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tion many store-purchased foods; and the “‘peripheral diet,” comprising 
even more recent innovations stimulated specia] economic conditions. 

The core diet equivalent the potatoes-beans-pork basic diet, 
mentioned earlier, and the various modes preparation these foods. 
the context, however, must added number other traditional 
items, like macaroni, tomatoes, biscuits, jams and jellies, turnip greens, etc. 
These foods also can regarded surviving elements the older dietary 
pattern associated with the period small, self-supporting farms. 
this older period, which terminated about 1910, were included many 
foods which have since disappeared become rare. Thus beef was gen- 
erally-utilized food the Bottoms until the sale beef cattle became 
profitable; survives present the German area only. other areas, 
where beef cattle were raised, beef was purchased the old days. has 
disappeared these areas, too. 

The evidence favors the conclusion that this old pattern contained 
more nutritive diet than the present: the use unrefined flour, lean meats, 
home-raised eggs and milk, and greater use garden and wild greens are 
some the more consistent interview reports. 

With the disappearance local corn and wheat flour mills, and the 
gradual introduction the cash crop system regard both corn and 
cattle, greater dependence upon purchased staples became evident. This 
might called the secondary core diet. Pork (primarily fatty cuts) was 
also substituted for beef, since hogs were easier raise and commanded 
smaller market price. Corn bread has almost disappeared, since the corn 
mills are gone, and corn flour relatively expensive. “Light bread,” 
ordinary white bread has supplanted the whole wheat varieties the old 
pattern. Fruits are ordinarily purchased present, whereas the “old 
days” they were raised local orchards and secured bartering eggs 
chickens, other produce. few “luxury” items have also become frequent 
enough considered part this secondary core diet, such corn 
flakes and candy bars. 

The changes discussed above may related the general economic and 
social shift called “urbanization.” The transition cash crop economy 
American agriculture was necessarily accompanied greater depend- 
ence local urban markets, and the self-supporting phase farming life 
declined. 

Foods the diet” can classified two divisions: (1) those 
introduced very recently, like potted meats, store cookies, sausage, and the 
like; (2) foods that are beyond the financial limits the population, but 
which may purchased whenever little extra money can found. Thus 
farm laborer the Bottoms cultivated taste for oysters, and bought 
some town whenever could; canned goods are bought all families 
their own supply depleted particular “cravin” developed. 
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number socio-economic processes have stimulated this type change: 
WPA affected the use canned meats and other sandwich-lunch prepara- 
tions, since the men have carry their noon meal. Itinerant laborers may 
eat restaurants government river boats, and then introduce their 
newer tastes the area when they return become sharecroppers farm 
workers, 

perhaps obvious that many the prestige foods lie the area this 
peripheral diet, since many them represent expensive, hard-to-get items, 
associated with higher economic level. This was least the case the 
Bottoms, Stringtown, and the Lower Hills. 

general, dependence purchased foods increasing throughout the 
area, particularly subareas with urban contacts, like the Northeast Hills, 
the Lower Hills, and Stringtown. the Bottoms the tenant farmers re- 
main close the self-support level, since they have chickens, pork, and 
milk from beef cattle. The sharecroppers and farm laborers, however, must 
buy these items they wish them all. Riverbank squatters without 
adequate gardens rely stores very large degree. The single shanty- 
boat family had garden, and bought nearly all its food. important 
differential this pattern might examined more closely: this the 
tendency for tenant farmers buy more store canned-goods, fruits, and 
breads, and less meat, canned milk, and the like; sharecroppers and farm 
laborers will emphasize the garden, and buy less canned goods and fuits, 
bake their own breads, but buy nearly all their meat and milk. 


the Northeast Hills find increasing dependence the 


and breakdown home-production which reflect the fact that soil erosion 
has literally washed away the economic base this group. Government 
money through Farm Loan and WPA have put these people midway be- 
tween and “money” economy, has the increasing source 
income for the area from farm labor. Their food pattern reflects this con- 
dition: they are midway between living off the farm and buying all their 
food town. 

The German area displays changes which can ascribed all these 
various factors, plus others: specific urban contacts order more intense 
than other areas, since many young townspeople have married and 
settled the Hills; and general process social and biological American- 
ization, result the gradual blending with the Old American groups. 
The Old Country foods and dishes, like blood-sausage, are used the older 
people. These will pass away when the old people die, since the younger 
generations “have time” for the detailed techniques required for their 
preparation. The taboo placed upon such dishes the Old Americans has 
also operated toward their removal. 

Perhaps included the secondary core, but reserved here for special 
treatment since our analysis present incomplete, are the various high- 
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prestige foods used for ceremonial occasions. Potato, bean, and salmon 
salad, boiled ham, roast turkey and chicken, and others are made for church 
suppers, holidays, and during visits the preacher, but never appear 
the table ordinary days. Some these foods are expensive, but the 
majority are merely fancy preparations staple items. Their infrequent 
use helps preserve their prestige value. 

These foods are distinguished from certain often-used items, like 
meat grease and fish, which certain contexts acquire prestige weightings 
according their value indicators, for example, farming against 
fishing status. 

Other sources change food habits have been investigated, but space 
does not permit full discussion. Schools, for example, were found have 
litttle effect along dietary lines. number young people admitted they 
had received training home economics and cooking, but the evidence 
showed they never followed the teaching. The only case showing such ideas 
remaining after marriage was that young woman who had worked 
town nursemaid for wealthy family, which required her prepare 
infants’ food and help with the cooking—according the scientific methods 
she had learned school. 

Food and the Social Processes. was noted earlier the paper that 
toward the close the field study the accumulating data for each subarea 
had been seen adhere particular configuration, which was given 
special study the workers. shall give below very brief presentation 
some these alignments field material. These data also represent 
conceptualization some the more specific principles and mechanisms 
discussed under above. 

Status and Prestige Relation Foodways the Bottoms. this sub- 
area was found that food general had unusually low affect regard 
its consideration something-to-eat. Few ideas concepts the nu- 
tritional side eating were found; little homogeneity was present the 
few that were found. Moreover, food and foodways were reduced reflex 
level—no provisions for the transmission food ideas were present; the 
lack female companionship and female social organization reduced 
food non-communicable level. This general negative attitude (or rather, 
lack any consistent attitude) was found socio-economic levels: 
shantyboat dwellers, riverbank squatters, farm laborers, share- 
croppers and tenant farmers. 

Another type interest food soon became evident, however. Certain 
food items were mentioned contexts envy, desire move upward 
the hierarchy social status, emulation superordinate level, and similar 
situations indicative high low prestige values. These attitudes could 
related the particulat status system the Bottoms: emulation 
and desire achieve the tenant-farmer level all families placed 
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economic and/or social subordination this upper level. The single excep- 
tion this desire for mobility was the shantyboat-dweller: insisted his 
diet was distinctive his unique status riverman, and that distin- 
guished him from the agricultural population. 

Thus riverbank squatters living fishing speak proudly their “farm 
sharecroppers interested reaching the tenant status assured the 
investigator that they ate just like the farmers; the marginal individuals 
general apologize for their food and state that day we’ll 
eatin’ like regular One riverbank squatter declared that the 
“wealthy” farmers the Hills were the finest people the neighborhood, 
and that “they was fine fellers fer human way livin’ and eatin’.” 

The general rule seems that one can eat like the group aspires 
towards, has right identify with that group. One sharecropper mid- 
way between itinerant-labor and farm-tenancy felt that food was his most 
important link with the tenant group, and used symbol identifica- 
tion with that group. 

The interesting reality the situation that qualitatively there are few 
dietary differences these various status and economic levels—the 
variation all terms quantity and seasonal supply. The sharecropper 
mentioned above had meagre diet identical that riverbank fisher- 
man nearby, although repeatedly emphasized how much better ate 
than this latter family. The shantyboat-dweller’s food differed from the 
farm diet only few relatively minor variations methods food- 
preparation. 

follows that certain foods will express this value identification 
different ways, having high low prestige connotations. One the most 
interesting these fish, and brief analysis its ramified meanings 
follows. 

the fisherman, fish represents means living, and concentrates 
catching and selling all can get. The fisherman proudly states, 
fishermen don’t eat much fish. eat less than most people. have 
sell all can git.” This reaction especially acute the fisherman 
tied symbiotically the owner renter farm, but was even displayed 
the shantyboat-dweller. The essential fact here that fish low 
prestige this feeling present even the fishing group—regionally 
the most generally distrusted and despised group. 

the farm laborer sharecropper, striving toward the tenant level, 
fish represents low-class food, eaten only river and not 
fit for human consumption, spite the fact that the people eat fish 
frequently. 

the tenant farming level these reactions are less conspicuous. Fish 
not eaten because woman don’t like cook it,” and because 
jest never seem git down the river buy Fish dismissed 
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rather carelessly unimportant subject, and the investigator receives 
the impression that vulgar food not usually eaten “‘nice folks.” 

understandable why reactions fish should involve much ration- 
alization and ambivalence—fish must and eaten (as necessary food 
the lower economic levels), spite the strong negative valuations 
applying it. 

modest generalization may postulated:Wherever reactions vari- 
ous sorts specific food are especially widespread, and keep recurring, 
one may look for conflict between its status value and the necessity 
tradition its inclusion the diet. 

Some specific foods and dishes assume stereotyped imagery represent- 
ing the gereral solidarity the Bottoms versus the Outside. Thus, blood- 
pudding general symbol revulsion and contempt for “them Germans 
the Hills”; the eating muskrats has come symbolize the animal-like 
habits Negroes; fish itself symbolizes the low status rats,” al- 
though this case the food actually eaten those who use 

2.Culture Contact and Food Habits the Hills. the general Hills area, 
the specific orientation field problems centered around the differentials 
culture resultant from varying types acculturation and culture- 
contact. habits were found involved status, but this feature 
was relatively unimportant; whereas the Bottoms any program for 
dietary modification must first consider the status system, the Hills con- 
ditions culture-contact must manipulated. 

the Northeast Hills was found increasing dependence store foods 
and breakdown home production, result the impact relief, 
WPA, Farm Loan, and the practice “hiring farm labor Lower 
Hills farmers. The group whole may considered transitional be- 
tween cash and agricultural economy. 

the Lower Hills dependence stores was also becoming prominent, 
but this case was result aspirations toward urban middle class 
standards brought about consistent urbanization. These families have 
developed considerable contact with the Farm Bureau town; greater 
mobility (through cars) and desire for such urban conveniences electric 
refrigerators have led changes food habits. 

the Upper Hills, culture-contact between the German families and 
the prosperous Old American groups has led process acculturation 
which the German food habits have gradually been modified accordance 
with Old American standards. The “Old Country foods” are disappearing 


The term “river never applied Bottoms residents fishermen squatters 
within the local social nucleus—only those living elsewhere the riverbank. Thus riverbank 
fishermen the Bottoms may use the term describe the other fishermen living near river 
town the area! 
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under the pressure outside taboos and the disappearance knowledge 
the younger generations. addition this type change, urbanization 
has also been operative, both generally, the case the Lower Hills, 
and specifically, that the Germans have unusually large number 
close relatives living town. 

the Bottoms, contact with outside cultures could held relatively 
constant, since the personality-type the area was typically that 
individual who had tried many jobs other regions, before living the 
Bottoms. Thus general level urbanization could assumed, and the 
data indicate this was fairly uniform for all families. This situation mani- 
festly differs from the Hills, where important variables outside contact 
were evident. 

Negroes and Their Food. The economic status the Negroes differs sub- 
stantially from that the neighboring whites. Few Negroes own more than 
acre land, the largest holding Shady Grove being acres, and the 
largest Black Bottoms being approximately acres. For the bulk the 
Negro population, landlessness the primary condition life. 

The land the possession most the Negroes poor, scrubby soil, 
among the very poorest the county, and does not have large yield. Some 
families have one two fruit trees, although some the larger farmers 
Black Bottoms occasionally have substantial orchards. 

comparison with that the whites, the total gardening tends 
slight. The care the growing plants considerably more casual. This all 
leads the inevitable suggestion that the Negroes, the whole, are less 
dependent upon their gardens and more dependent upon the local stores. 
Here, clear Stringtown, two distinct modal attitudes are found 
exist. The older persons and the better farmers have their goal maxi- 
mum self-sufficiency for food. Younger farmers and those more directly 
dependent upon Government relief pay much less attention their gardens 
and their ideal have sufficient money buy all they need the stores. 
Hence the garden minor importance, attitudes toward more casual, 
and the yield far below their needs. part this division attitudes corre- 
sponds substantial differences both economic status and the extent 
which they have been subjected urban influences. 

addition the garden source foods, the Negroes have recourse 
various wild foods. The regularity with which they gather various types 


berries makes these very similar agricultural products their reliability 


the diet. Wild plants which are regularly collected the appropriate 
seasons include grapes, polk, elderberry, wild mustard, strawberries, dew- 
berries, blackberries, broom sage, berry briar, and various docks. the 
Bottom country different types nuts are gathered, including hickories and 
pecans, stored for future use and even occasionally sold. Dandelion used 
for greens, wine, and stock feed. 
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Most Negroes are very fond hunting and, both and out season, 
this provides substantial additions the meat larder. The most common 
wild game are squirrel, rabbit and quail. These appear regularly the 
table during late summer and fall. Squirrel sometimes canned and put 
for the winter, but most persons feel that there too little meat war- 
rant the expenditure energy. these fairly staple wild game must 
added wild geese, wild duck, possum, coon, turtle, muskrat, frog, rats and 
mice. The eating rats looked down upon Whites and even many 
Negroes. seems likely that rats were probably eaten more extensively 
the past but that with the introduction new food ideas their use decreased 
considerably. Apparently they represent dire poverty food, the use 
which many not like admit. the other hand, the owner the larg- 
est holding Black Bottoms told with great pride that liked eat 
rats, the big ones,” because said they have lots good meat 
them. added that crib squirrels” were cleaner than 
chickens. 

Since the resources the total Negro community are meagre, most 
the deficit has made store purchases. clear from the records 
that although Negroes derive less from their gardens than Whites do, and 
although Negroes have smaller cash incomes than Whites, their store pur- 
chase proportionately higher total food income than found 
among Whites. This significant difference between the two racial groups. 
course even within the Negro community there are differences this 
regard. Corresponding the division earlier indicated, that is, between 
farmers and those dependent Government aid, find that the latter 
group depends more largely store purchase for its food. Among these, 
store purchases are made with relative frequency, sometimes often 
every two three days, more often once week. For the more conservative 
group, purchases are made intervals from two weeks month. 


Theoretical Summary. From the meagre outline presented above, can 
seen that number significant approaches the study food habits 
have emerged from the study. Viewing the materials purely from the stand- 
point the culture scientist, the relevance food and foodways indices 
the social structure, social status, culture change, and economic status 
apparent. The study techniques and attitudes surrounding the produc- 
tion and consumption food any culture can lead important analyses 
the basic attitudinal sets and social processes work the cultural 
situation. The elaborate implementation the concept “urbanization” 
this region was derived strictly from leads acquired during the study 
food and the subsistence economy. This point may particularly true for 
rural and the so-called “primitive” societies, where subsistence rela- 
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tively more important pursuit than the larger urban communities. 
Rationalizations and ambivalences surrounding food simpler societies are 
more commonly shifted material possessions and personal behavior 
urban culture. 

the data are viewed from the standpoint applied social science, how- 
ever, the problem change seen uppermost. For these purposes 
the production and consumption food are regarded terms (1) fre- 
quencies, time and method introduction, and (2) the social processes 
affecting the use given food. Thus concrete leads can developed for 
the constructive modification food habits. 

Attitudes and the social processes, however, are fully important for 
practical purposes the mechanisms and techniques. remedial program 
could succeed without manipulating status situations, types cultural 
interconnections, and conflicting and alternative value-systems. Thus both 
the theoretical and applied approaches deal with essentially similar ma- 
terials. 

Recommendations. Two types programs for constructive change 
food habits can briefly sketched. (1) over-all socio-economic plan could 
made involving both direct and indirect approaches problems sub- 
sistence. This plan might constructed the form resettlement 
program cooperative farming project, geared eliminate the absentee- 
landlord system the Bottoms, and permit soil-revivification program 
the Hills. The plan might organized terms the entire region, 
merely for one area. The essential feature this type plan regard 
food habits the approach the fundamental economic and social controls 
affecting food preferences and preparations. the Bottoms, for example, 
cooperative resettlement might help alleviate the exhausting individual- 
istic striving and thereby divert diet from the rigid channels prestige. 

(2) The second type remedial plan might more less short-term 
campaign for dietary modification utilizing all available sources contact 
with the people. NYA, for example, might intensify cooking projects, which 
could integrated with school lunch programs and high school home eco- 
nomics instruction. The Surplus Commodities Corporation could introduce 
program systematic instruction balanced choice among its dis- 
tributed foods. Local merchants might cooperate promotional campaign 
stimulate interest and sales whole wheat products, lean meats, and 
other foods. Window displays stores might linked with cooking and 
dietary projects the schools. Merchants with regular delivery services 
the rural areas could utilized direct contacts for promotional devices. 
The local Farm Bureau might utilized for extensional services dietary 
instruction, adding its present agricultural advisory function. 

Many existing attitudes could utilized operating bases upon which 
construct new food ideas. Thus the prevalent favorable attitude toward 
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patent medicines the area could easily manipulated include vitamin 
preparations. These could sold local drug stores travelling mer- 
chants, who would use techniques similar those already use manu- 
facturers patent medicines, omitting, course, the extravagant claims 
for cure. 

These various techniques, addition many others similar nature, 
could controlled unified experimental project. The personnel such 
undertaking should include social scientists, administrators, and advisors 
for promotional and advertising methods. 

The direction and organization such program would necessarily 
guided the specific information upon food habits secured during the 
field study. Frequencies food choices and preparations, methods and 
times introductions, and the direction which further introductions can 
take place would comprise the basic data. Manipulation specific foods 
food habits would then aligned accordance with the attitudes and 
social processes affecting their integration within the culture. 


Notice. Sociologists who are conducting research food habits atti- 
tudes, who would willing organize opinion-sampling squads 
student research projects dealing with nutrition, rationing, etc., might 
helpful communicating with the Committee Food Habits, National 
Research Council, 2101 Constitution Ave., Washington, C., Margaret 
Mead, Executive Secretary. Also, certain reports this field may avail- 
able for distribution. 
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KENNEDY AND Rusy KENNEDY 
Yale University Vassar College 


Points interest. Definite answers many questions asked about 
sociology our faculty colleagues. logical classification sociology 
courses and the frequency each. Some keen observations the at- 
titudes other scholars toward sociology and the development our 
science college curricula. [Ed.] 


discussion concerning expansion the undergraduate sociology 
courses offered his department. often happens questions 
this kind, the conversation turned into debate over what sociology 
and what subject matter may properly consider its own. One approach 
answer seemed inquiry into what sociologists actually teach 
their main field pedagogical endeavor, the undergraduate colleges. 
Random perusal number college catalogues resulted more raising 
than answering questions. One might report, for instance, that such and 
ach courses appeared most prevalent, only challenged the 
remark that although this may true some areas the country, may 
not elsewhere, that women’s colleges differ from men’s certain 
respects, and on. Finally, was decided that survey all sociology 
courses, least wide sample them, would the best means getting 
true answer the question—an answer phrased terms the statement: 
“Sociology what sociologists teach.” 
The study was begun the latter part 1939 and continued through 
the summer The catalogues used were those the academic years 


YEARS ago one the authors this article became involved 


1939-40 and all, 607 colleges were included. The criteria 


selection were follows: only universities, colleges and teachers colleges 
offering full four-year curricula were surveyed; all courses listed the 
undergraduate sociology departments were included. institution had 
sociology department, its catalogue was searched for sociology courses 
given under the auspices some other department, and these were also 
included. Junior colleges, two-year normal schools, graduate schools, and 
other professional schools were excluded. few instances was necessary 
omit otherwise acceptable institutions because inability secure full 
information concerning them. 

Our sample 607 covers 65.1 percent the 928 four-year colleges listed 


The authors acknowledge with thanks the assistance given the Committee Bursary 
Appointments Yale University and the National Youth Administration, which provided, 
respectively, the services William Garvey and Milton Barron, student aides. 

Miss Anna Hanson, Teaching Appointments Secretary the Yale Graduate School, 
generously offered advice and the facilities her comprehensive library college catalogues. 
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the two most recent and extensive directories educational institutions 
the United 

shown Table the representativeness the sample proved 
remarkably regular all except two categories, namely, Catholic and 
Protestant colleges. The former are under-represented, the latter over- 
represented. 

Total 


Colleges Percent Sample Percent 
Northeast 216 23.3 149 24.5 
Middle West 294 31.6 194 31.9 
Far West 9.7 9-7 
South 328 35-4 205 33-9 
Protestant 292 31.4 267 43-9 
Catholic 148 16.0 8.4 
Non-sectarian 488 289 
Women 172 18.5 16.7 
Co-educational 657 70.8 422 69.5 


With the available, possible answer the following 
questions concerning the teaching sociology American colleges: 

(1) How does the amount sociology taught vary different areas 
the United States and the different kinds colleges? 

(2) What the relative popularity the various types sociology 
courses (a) the country whole, (b) the different kinds colleges, and 
(c) colleges different sizes? 

(3) What the usual developmental pattern courses sociology 
departments expand their offerings? 

Frequency Sociology Courses. For the purposes this survey the nine 
census regions the country are combined four larger areas: Northeast 
Middle West, Far West, and South.‘ Analysis the relative amount 
sociology taught colleges these areas discloses that the average number 
such courses per college highest the Far West (10.7), slightly lower 
the Middle West (10.5), and lowest the Northeast and South (7.9 each). 
These figures, however, not present true picture, for the sizes col- 
leges are not similar the four areas. Obviously, one cannot expect 
region with many small institutions match the quantity courses 
region with greater proportion large colleges. The same principle applies 
non-geographic categories. Co-educational schools, for instance, are 
larger, the average, than men’s women’s colleges; and non-sectarian 
institutions have higher average enrollment than denominational schools. 

United States Office Education, Educational Directory, Part III, Colleges and 
Universities, Bulletin Number Washington, United States Government Printing Office, 
Marsh (editor), American Universities and Colleges. Washington, American Council 
Education, 1940. 


Our Northeast area includes census regions and II; our Middle West, regions II] and 
IV; our Far West, regions and VI; and our South, regions VII, VIII, and IX. 


Not 
Mic 
Far 
Sou 
Co- 
Cat 
Non 

Tot: 
eas 
ove 
the 
ave 
“ol 
intr 
edu 
mec 
the 
are 
mat 
cate 
tion 
vest 


SOCIOLOGY AMERICAN COLLEGES 663 


was necessary, therefore, take size into consideration all our an- 
alyses. When this done, the results appear Table 


Average According Number Students 


General 

Northeast 7.9 6.3 5.6 8.6 18.7 
Middle West 10.5 7.2 14.7 22.6 
Far West 10.7 5.6 10.0 13.5 21.0 
South 7-9 8.3 10.3 20.1 
Men 5.8 3.6 4-3 7.9 17.0 
Women 8.2 6.9 9-9 11.6 8.0 
Co-educational 9-9 6.5 8.9 12.5 21.6 
Catholic 8.7 7.6 10.1 3.0 
Protestant 7.4 6.3 8.0 13.5 12.0 
Non-sectarian 6.1 8.7 21.3 
Total 9.1 6.3 8.2 11.4 20.6 


Western colleges whole easily outstrip those the South and North- 
east average number sociology courses, the Middle West being the 
over-all leader, and the Northeast the laggard. only one instance does 
the average number courses fail increase with college size, that is, the 
Northeast, where institutions with enrollments students actually 
average fewer courses sociology than those with enrollments below 
This irregularity due the fact that several the medium-sized 
“old Northeastern men’s colleges have not yet seen fit 
introduce sociology into their tradition-bound curricula. 

The average number sociology courses per college highest co- 
educational institutions (9.9), lowest men’s schools (5.8), and inter- 
mediate those having only women students (8.2). Here again, however, 
the factor relative size must considered, for most the largest colleges 
are co-educational. Women’s and co-educational colleges are almost equally 
matched every size category except the very largest, where the latter 
attain higher average. Men’s colleges are lowest all except the largest 
category, where they outstrip women’s schools. 

One might infer from what has now been stated that sociology given 
greater emphasis more recently founded colleges than older ones, for, 
general, the Western schools and women’s and co-educational institu- 
tions, where appears most popular, were established much later 
than men’s colleges and those the Northeast. Undoubtedly, subservience 
tradition and the resistance deep-rooted older departments, with 
vested interests the curriculum, have impeded the growth sociology 
the latter categories colleges. The reader can easily supply his own 
instances, especially familiar with those ivy-grown halls 
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where sociology has never been given opening has been granted only 
grudging minimum acceptance upstart and somewhat disreput- 
able 

Proceeding now another classification colleges, find that the 
average number sociology courses per college highest non-sectarian 
schools (10.5), lowest Protestant institutions (7.4), and intermediate 
those under the auspices the Catholic church (8.7). When relative size 
taken into consideration, the true ranking much less clear than either 
the regional distribution that men’s, women’s, and co-educational 
colleges. The pattern, however, quite definite, with Catholic schools 
averaging well above the other two kinds the small and medium-sized 
categories, and dropping lowest ranking among large and very large 
institutions. There little choose between Protestant and non-sectarian 
colleges, however; they alternate second and third place the two 
smaller categories, and first and second the two larger ones. The 
enormous non-sectarian universities, course, throw their weight into the 
high average 21.3 courses the class, just they did 
the maximum average 21.6 the same class among co-educational in- 
stitutions. 

Relative Popularity Different Kinds Sociology Courses. The classifica- 
tion courses was very difficult task, for the authors had rely entirely 
course and such thumbnail descriptions are given college 
catalogues. The names courses alone, was discovered, were misleading 
large cases; consequently every instance the description 
was checked against the course title before classification. The descriptions 
course content varied amazingly even among those with titles that would 
seem indicate more less standardized subject matter, e.g., Urban 
Sociology, Rural Soc. Marriage and the Family, and Principles 
Sociology. Repeated examination and classification finally resulted the 
establishment different types courses. Even then, however, 114 out 
the total 5544 courses had classed All categories 
totaling less than courses the country over are included this grouping. 
Most them, however, are lone variants, such Problems Alcohol, 
Sociology for Nurses, The Art Straight Thinking, and Social Adjustment 
University Life. 

The few previous classifications sociology courses which have been 
made were was decided, however, that for our purpose here 


Such classifications appear Bernard, History and Prospects Sociology the 
United States,” Chapter Lundberg, Trends American Sociology (New 
York, 1929); Bernard, Teaching Sociology the United States,” Amer. Four. 
Sociol., 164-213, 1909; Tolman, Study Sociology the Institutions Learn- 
ing the United States,” Amer. Four. Sociol., 797-838, 1902; Chapin, 
Questionnaire Committee Teaching,” Amer. Four. Sociol., 16: 774-793, 1911. 
House, The Development Sociology, New York, 1936, discusses ranking courses and 
trends, but only general way. 
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new and independent categorization would preferable. The existing 
classifications not agree among themselves, and the present authors felt 
that one the services this analysis might suggest new grouping 
courses, more meticulous than any the preceding ones, and more 
directly derived from the titles and descriptions given the college cata- 
logues. Despite the lack standardization sociology offerings, either 
course title description, every effort was made include each the 
categories (32 including “deviants”) only courses which might logically 
subsumed under the designations chosen. Thus, illustrate, one our 
combined designations Social Problems: this includes courses with this 
title, well those called such terms Applied Sociology, Practical 
Sociology, Poverty and Dependency, and Social Disorganization. every 
instance, repeat, the course description supplemented the course title 
insure proper classification. There were many borderline cases; when the 
authors could not reach agreement these, opinions other sociologists 
were sought. When course appeared unclassifiable any the 
established categories, was relegated the grouping called 
Obviously, this entire procedure entailed fair amount subjectivity, but 
this unavoidable long courses sociology continue lack uniform- 
ity and standardization. 

The results our labors classification and ranking appear Table 
The first column gives the ranking each type course the country 
whole. Where number repreated, the case Anthropology and 
Social Theory, which are both ranked the first column, this means that 
such courses are tied for the rank indicated. There are six such courses 
the general ranking column. One variable were unable incor- 
porate our analysis was enrollment courses. possible, for in- 
stance, that the total number students taking courses Marriage and 
the Family exceeds the number enrolled Social Problems courses. Such 
information would have been exceedingly difficult obtain; consequently 
have arranged our rankings the basis the total number courses 
offered each category. 

total courses were included the survey. The largest category 
General Sociology, which comprises 11.7 percent all the courses (see 
Table 3). Virtually every college that offers sociology all has least one 
course General Introductory Sociology Principles. Following close 
upon this category Social Problems, and not far behind comes Marriage 
and the Family. These three stand out far the most popular, together 
constituting percent all the courses the country. 

There rather sharp drop percentage after the first three courses. 
Social Work ranks 4th, Criminology Research Methods 6th, and Social 
Psychology 7th. All four rival each other closely, and together constitute 
percent all courses. The six following classifications: Rural Sociology, 
Anthropology, Social Theory, Race and Ethnic Groups, Urban Sociology, 
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and Public Welfare comprise 23.4 percent all courses; when they are 
added the first seven, together all thirteen include almost exactly three- 
fourths all sociology taught the undergraduate institutions the 
United States. All other classifications are spread over only one-fourth 
the total number courses. The courses, interesting 
note, include least four which many sociologists would regard not 
strictly sociological character, least somewhat tangential the 
field, namely, Social Work, Social Psychology, Anthropology, and Public 
Welfare. Some might even contend that Criminology, like these, dis- 
tinct and well-developed discipline. Yet all these rank among the most 
popular courses sociology departments. may that here are wit- 
nessing signs the automatic evolution situation strongly desired and 
advocated many sociologists and workers kindred fields, namely, the 
eventual synthesis all, most, social sciences, with mutual exchange 
ideas and techniques and general agreement fundamental principles. 
would seem that strict separation hardly desirable anyway. Certainly 
the line between “primitive” society, the primary sphere anthropology, 
and modern life very vague, and true comprehension man and his 
culture requires knowledge the whole range human activity. Like- 
wise, virtually impossible study problems social maladjustment 
without proceeding the means employed cope with them public 
welfare programs and social work. Aside from these five courses, which may 
regarded somewhat peripheral, the other eight the first thirteen 
would seem sum what persons responsible for teaching sociology con- 
sider its main content. this true, then, addition general prin- 
ciples and concepts, its subject matter consists principally the pathologi- 
cal aspects contemporary human society (poverty, dependency, and the 
like), marriage and the family, its own methods and procedures, the rural 
population, racial and ethnic groups, and the urban population. 

The lower nineteen types courses, together comprising only about 
one-fourth the total, are more less the fringe, were, the main 
interests sociology teachers. The weak showing some these was 
unexpected. Economic Sociology, Religion, and Political Sociology to- 
gether muster only 2.9 percent all the courses; yet they deal with three 
man’s most important culturally organized activities: how supports 
himself, how responds chance and the unknown, and hew governs 
himself. The last-place position Political Sociology striking, especially 
since whole section the American Sociological Society devoted this 
subject. Thus, the four main social institutions—the economic, the reli- 
gious, the political, and the domestic—sociology concentrates heavily upon 
only one, marriage and the family. seems quite certain that the reason 
for this that only this institutional sphere did sociology, when entered 
the curricula American colleges some years ago, find the ground not 
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yet pre-empted some earlier established department. The faculties 
economics, theology philosophy, and political science government had 
taken and have kept themselves major portion the other three 
principal institutional fields, and have fought all encroachments the new, 
more comprehensive discipline. 

Indeed, would appear that contemporary sociology bears still other 
marks its late and irregular development. was born peculiar union 
between humanitarianism and the philosophy justified its 
claim scientific status adopting (and, necessarily, adapting) the meth- 
ods the natural sciences and applying them the social and cultural 
sphere, effort which was aided the pioneering work anthro- 
pology the relatively uncontroversial area primitive society. look 
what sociology today, evidenced the subject matter teaches, 
can detect clear traces its ancestry, although some the germinal 
elements have since proven recessives. The historical lineage has 
dwindled the point where Social History comprises only 1.5 percent 
all sociology courses, ranking poor 20th the list. Here the probable ex- 
planation that departments history, with their increasing emphasis 
social and cultural history rather than the mere narrative type, have 
cut off this possible line sociological development. The humanitarian 
element, the contrary, strongly flourishing, the extent, indeed, that 
many laymen and scholars other fields conceive sociology almost 
entirely study the dependent and defective They are right 
certain extent, since add together all the courses which deal prin- 
cipally with social pathology and therapy (Social Problems, Social Work, 
Criminology, Public Welfare, and Child Welfare), they total over quarter 
all sociology taught the United States, more, for instance, than all 
our lower nineteen categories put together. Anthropology occupies 
rather high rank, ninth; but this may well owing the fact that many 
schools there separate faculty anthropology and all courses 
are given the sociology department. The fourth main element soci- 
ology’s ancestry, the catalyzing infusion the methods natural 
appears, assume, the sixth largest category courses, Research 
Methods. interesting note that departments chemistry, physics, 
biology, and the other natural sciences seldom deem necessary devote 
separate courses scientific method. Apparently sociology must this, 
for applying, attempting apply, methods derived from the natural 
sciences social phenomena, special problems arise. noted above, these 


The “four academic precursors” sociology the United States, according Jessie 
Bernard, were courses “‘social science,” social problems (with religious coloring), the his- 
tory civilization, and the philosophy history. Op. cit., 

Recently one the authors, after speaking group graduate students the natural 
sciences the subject Sociology?” was told member the audience: 
hearing you, had always thought sociologists were interested only insane asylums and 


4 
the 
eco 
bio 
the 
can 
thei 
mer 
velo 
Org: 
polo 
stud 
gion: 
are 
ment 
pline 
its 
other 
forty 
unive 
trator 


SOCIOLOGY AMERICAN COLLEGES 669 


methods cannot adopted; they must adapted; and this, seemingly, 
why sociology departments devote much time training students 
social research procedure. 

Looking over the whole range and ranking sociology courses the 
first column Table one tempted pass few remarks concerning 
the future development the science. present, would seem that 
undue proportion the curriculum devoted social pathology and 
therapy, while analysis the normative structure and processes society 
and culture relatively under-emphasized. noted above, sociologists 
now sadly neglect three the four main institutions society, although 
they turn full force the fourth, marriage and the family. But even though 
economists, theologians, and political scientists may have pre-empted the 
other three institutional spheres, there yet room these broad, funda- 
mental areas inquiry for the sociologists well; indeed, although this 
may biased opinion, the fresh viewpoint sociologists could bring 
these studies might enlighten the narrower specialists who burrow deeper 
and deeper into their discrete subjects and seldom look over the surrounding 
barriers the totality human activity. How often, for instance, 
economists study actual economic behavior, even consider the basic 
biological and cultural imperatives behind economic behavior? Where are 
the human case studies economic activity? The same kind questions 
can asked concerning theology and political science. The practitioners 
these disciplines devote most their time the description structures 
states, and the like—but the functioning the institutions, 
their integration into the totality society and culture, and the human ele- 
ments involved their functioning, are largely overlooked. 

Other analytical, non-pathological, normative fields that might de- 
veloped more than they are present include Social Processes, Community 
Organization, Social Organization, and Social Geography. The anthro- 
pologists have done excellent service the primitive aspects these 
studies; would seem that the time ripe for more ethnography” 
“folk sociology.” The recent upsurge interest community and re- 
gional studies may well foreshadow trend this direction. 

Certainly the wide range subjects listed here indicates that sociologists 
are still feeling their way integrated science. They are still experi- 
menting with possible lines development, healthy sign young disci- 
pline. The fact that “deviants” rank high 17th the list courses 
itself notable indication of, best, open-mindedness, and, worst, 
uncertainty what sociology may properly include. Undoubtedly an- 
other factor operative the erratic ramifications sociology, factor 
which Jessie Bernard noted examining the college catalogues some 
forty years ago: can scarcely read the early catalogues the various 
universities and colleges without getting the impression that the adminis- 
trators felt sociology sort catch-all course which should consider 
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all the problems that could not find room political science, economics, 
jurisprudence, history, other This would seem still 
true, and the sociologists themselves are apparently anything but reluctant 
even further and think new kinds courses their own initiative. 

The classification have termed contains heterogeneous 
mass courses numbering percent the total. random selection 
deviants includes: Conference Course Personal Planning 
assist students making intelligent plans for Problems Youth 
problems facing young people today possible solutions 
the light Christian principles living and good social Per- 
sonal Problems, Personnel Problems, Advanced Personnel Practice, Or- 
ganization and Leadership for Adolescent Girls, Training Course for Camp 
Counselors, Principles Boy Scouting, The Art Straight Thinking, The 
Sociology Knowledge, Study Significant Lives, Social Adjustments 
University Life, Radio Social Institution, Sociology for Nurses, 
Concrete Sociology, and Problems Alcohol. 

Aside from the actual deviants, many courses with standard titles have 
rather remarkable descriptions. Indeed, the wide variation the titles 
sociology courses far surpassed the statements their subject matter. 
Beyond question, the greatest diversity encountered descriptions 
courses Marriage and the Family, large proportion which would seem 
concentrate more upon clinical advice students than upon strictly 
sociological analysis the family institution. Here, for instance, one 
course description: “Previous classes have proven that this intimate and 
important subject can discussed with delicacy and dignity. Men and 
women should not enter this sacred relationship without due thought and 
careful preparation. Science teaching how avoid some the tragic 
mistakes earlier years. scientific and cultured mind can avoid both 
pruriency and prudery and profitably prepare for one life’s greatest ad- 
ventures.” Another course also terms marriage great adventure,” and 
offers advise the student how prepare for it. The statement course 
called Building the American Home asks: there something wrong with 
the home and goes promise that “‘this course will attempt 
create sacred responsibility for its future.” Only one college our 
sample separates the sexes its marriage course; this school, moreover, 
employs physician teach it. Another institution apparently sees 
need for this kind caution, for its course marriage “not sensational 
course [but presentation the proper relationships life.” large 
college the Middle West has course the family which examines 
and totalitarianism reflected marriage and the family.” 
Religious schools almost invariably give ethical twist marriage courses. 
One effort” solve marriage problems Christian 


Bernard, op. cit., 14. 
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another “emphasizes the spiritualization marriage.” Catholic colleges 
treat marriage sacrament, and therefore encounter special problems. 
their marriage courses particular attention given such matters as: 
“dangers the evil divorce,” “family life according Catholic teach- 
ing,” and corroding the American family.” Most them 
use the papal encyclicals basic guides. 

miscellaneous selection other rather striking course write-ups in- 
cludes the following: course General Sociology instills idealism 
taught with emphasis moral and ethical principles Christian Sociology 
and accordance with the principles Jesus”; Social Pathology state- 
ment declares that the course converted into study the 
American Indian example pathological another with the 
same title avers that causes and remedies for the social evils are pro- 
foundly one the Selected Problems Sociology certain 
college idle rich”; course entitled Christianity and Society pays 
“special attention the application Christian principles the social 
problems the Southeastern one Criminology item described 
survey the present startling situation”; course Urban Sociology 
states that modern city social storm center; the course 
determine the causes which make magnet and The Philosophy 
Leisure makes attempt discover the possibilities continuation 
civilization under conditions prosperity and course Social 
Conflict examines, among other things, vs. female conflict”; Catho- 
lic Anthropology course expounds “evolution and its difficulties”; another 
Catholic college course, called Social Programs, indicates paramount 
importance reform hearts and minds preparation for the recon- 
struction the social and economic and investigates “the elements 
that enter into the determination ‘just price’ the light the teaching 
St. Thomas Aquinas”; Contemporary Social, Economic and Political 
Trends evaluates “‘the potentialities ‘creeping collectivism’ the United 
States”; one course Social Psychology instructs the student “how 
become socius.” The sociology sections American college catalogues 
make really exciting reading. 

Trends Sociology Courses. Three previous studies have been made the 
teaching sociology Comparison with the present survey 
difficult, all three differ their classifications, and, the present authors 
least, many their categories are means clear. Moreover, whereas 
have worked with total number courses, the previous studies ranked 
their courses the number colleges with offerings each the cate- 
gories. have interpreted these studies the best our ability. Tolman’s 


The articles Tolman, Bernard, and Chapin previously mentioned. They are summar- 
ized detail Bernard (op. cit.), and general terms House (op. cit.). 
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survey, made 1902, Bernard’s analysis, made 1907-8, and 
Chapin’s study 1910, all re-interpreted the present authors, show rank 
orders courses which are compared with our findings Table 

The 1902 column shows Social Theory third place, while Research 
Methods far down, next last the list. Tolman remarks that sociolo- 
gists should sociology method His advice 
proved prediction, for Research Methods had risen 
sth place, and still retains the high rank 6th. The 
combination apparently distributed research courses among the other cate- 
gories. Social Theory was 3rd ranking 1902, 4th 1907-8, 
but has now slipped Chapin’s conclusion 1910 certainly not 
applicable today: classification shows majority laying emphasis 
upon theoretical subject matter including the historical and the psycho- 


\ 


1907-8 1939-41 

General Sociology Sociology Psychology General Sociology 
Social Social Problems Social Problems Social Problems 
Social Theory Social Psychology Sociology Marriage Family 
Economic Sociology Social Theory Anthropology Social Work 
Political Sociology Research Methods Social Theory Criminology 
Criminology Urban Sociology Social Organization Research Methods 
Anthropology Rural Sociology Processes Social Psychology 
Social Ethics Religion Economic Sociology Sociology 
Religion Anthropology Criminology Anthropology 
Social Psychology Marriage Family Race Social Theory 
Population Problems Social Problems Ethnic Groups 
Social History Population Problems Educational Sociology Urban Sociology 
Urban Sociology Social Geography Public Welfare 
Social Geography Social Movements Population Problems 
Ethnic Groups Social Processes 
Educational Sociology Child Welfare 
Marriage Family “Deviants” 
Public Welfare Community Organization 
Leisure Recreation Economic Sociology 
Research Methods Educational Sociology 
Rural Sociology Social Movements 
Social Organization 
Statistics 
Social History 
Social Geography 
Social Science Orientation 
Religion 
Urban-Rural 
Social Ethics 
Leadership 
Political Sociology 


logical, opposed the practical subject matter specified Charity, 
Poor Relief, Philanthropy, Economic and Political Sociology stood 
high, 4th and sth, 1902, but 1910 the former had dropped 8th, and 


Tolman, op. cit., 86. 
Chapin, op. cit., 784. 
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1939-41 19th. Political Sociology, meanwhile, has become rare 
almost “deviant” our Social Problems and Crim- 
inology have pursued even careers high popularity, the former retaining 
and place all through the years, the latter dropping slightly from 6th 
gth between 1902 and but rising 1939-41. Anthropology, 
except for sharp rise 4th place 1910, has been 7th each inter- 
val; its decline after 1910 probably attributable the increasing number 
separate anthropology departments. Ethics and Religion, high (8th and 
gth) 1902, have now dropped far down the list, and 27th, re- 
spectively. Psychology, 1902, climbed sharply 3rd 1907-8, 
and Ist 1910; since then has slipped 6th. Here again, the case 
Anthropology, may witnessing effect departmental separation. 
The decline Social History from 12th 1902 24th 1939-41 may 
part owing another kind situation, which older department, 
history, has absorbed the viewpoint, and with the courses, once offered 
sociology. very striking variations trend appear Population 
Problems, Social Geography, Race and Ethnic Groups, Educational 
Sociology. Urban and Rural Sociology, however, have now reversed their 
earlier positions. Rural Sociology, last 1902, now 8th, while Urban, 
well above Rural forty years ago, now 12th place. Marriage and the 
Family has had perhaps the most sensational career all the courses. 
Starting 17th place 1902, rose 10th and has now at- 
tained 3rd ranking. Bain, writing about sociological research 1924, re- 
marked that “interest Family This certainly not true 
today, judging the number courses offered the subject. 

Table presents the ranking the various classifications courses 
specified regions, and different kinds and sizes colleges. The North- 
east and the South show most deviation from the general ranking all 
categories; the Middle and Far West follow the national ranking very 
closely. 

men’s colleges, one finds relative under-representation courses 
Race and Ethnic groups and Community Organization, and unusual 
emphasis Anthropology and Social Theory. women’s schools, particu- 
lar interest shown Social Work, Public Welfare, Child Welfare, and 
Community Organization. Just the Western colleges adhere more closely 
the general ranking than those the Northeast and South, also 
co-educational schools approximate the national distribution more 
nearly than men’s and women’s institutions. This, course, partly 


attributable the fact that the largest proportion all colleges are 


educational. 


Bernard remarks these two subjects 1907: Sociology was begin- 
ning leave these disciplines economists and political scientists.” Op. cit., 30. 
Bain, “Trends American Sociology,” Social Forces, 422, 1927. 
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Catholic schools lay less emphasis Marriage and the Family than 
Protestant and non-sectarian institutions. Probably the main reason for 
this that Catholics are reluctant treat analytically one the sacra- 
ments the church. Social Work, the other hand, very popular 
both Catholic and co-educational colleges, but under-represented 
schools. Other marked deviations from the national ranking 
Catholic colleges are follows: the study Race and Ethnic Groups 
under-emphasized, while unusual stress given Child Welfare, Economic 
Sociology, Political Sociology, Religion, and Ethics. The vital and in- 
creasing concern the Catholic church with economic and political ques- 
tions reflected the special emphasis given courses these subjects. 
Compared with Catholic schools, Protestant and non-sectarian institutions 
follow the general ranking quite closely, the latter showing least deviation 
all along 

Ranking according size college discloses much less deviation from 
the national ranking than the other three groupings (by region, sex, and 
denomination). Nevertheless, certain irregularities appear, and most 
the marked ones occur small and very large institutions. Thus, 
the with enrollments less than teach relatively little Social 
Work, but concentrate proportionally large share their sociology offer- 
ings Educational Sociology, combined Urban and Rural Sociology 
courses, and orientation courses social science. The latter two are clearly 
economy measures adopted cope with the handicap small faculties. 
Very large colleges, with more than 5000 students, offer such high propor- 
tion Social Work courses that this category ties with General Sociology 
for first place. 

The ranking courses Negro schools considerably different from 
the general ranking for all colleges. Moreover, several kinds courses repre- 
sented non-Negro schools are not taught the colored colleges examined. 
The leading course Social Work, apparently considered desirable 
Negro colleges that outranks even General Sociology, which stands 
second. This probably reflection the fact that, aside from teaching 
Negro schools, the sociologically trained Negro finds the best opportunities 
for employment social work among his own people. The third ranking 
course Rural Sociology, obviously emphasized because most Negroes 
live the land. That Race and Ethnic Groups should stand equally high 
expected also: Negroes are interested their own problems. These 
constitute “the big the teaching Negro sociology, together com- 
prising 36.8 percent all courses. for the other courses the list, 
Negro colleges show markedly greater interest than evidenced the 
generality institutions Social Psychology, Urban Sociology, Social 
Organization, Statistics, Social Movements, and Social History. Consider- 
ably less emphasis, relatively, given Marriage and the Family, Social 
Problems, Criminology, and Research Methods. 
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The Usual Developmental Pattern Courses Sociology Departments. 
The number courses offered the sociology departments our sample 
ranged from one per college. Analysis the specific kinds 
courses departments various size reveals the usual pattern develop- 
ment departments expand their offerings. Certain courses are usually 
preferred when only two are offered, while certain others appear only 
departments expand, and some are seldom never given except very 
large departments. Since there are only course categories, obvious 
that some the larger departments offer more than one course certain 
classifications. 


This analysis re-emphasized fact already noted, namely, that 


Sociology, Social Problems, and Marriage and the Family constitute the 
“big three” sociology teaching America today. there can but one 
course, will general nature; there are two, next choice will 
given the study social pathology. three-course departments, General 
Sociology still occupies rank, but Marriage and the Family enters 
tie with Social Problems for 2nd place. Approximately the same pattern 
prevails four-course departments, with Criminology the new addition. 
These courses occupy the first four ranks departments having five 
nine courses; the 6th, 7th, 8th, and additions being, respectively, 
Rural Sociology, Social Psychology, Social Work, Anthropology, and Race 
and Ethnic Groups. generally consistent this gradual emergence 
courses departments expand that feel justified affirming that 
portrays the usual developmental pattern. should mentioned that 
given course may not occupy the same rank departments all sizes; 
may, after having become part the configuration courses given 
level, rise fall relative importance. illustrate: General Sociology 
highest rank departments ranging from one courses, above which 
drops 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and sth the larger departments; nevertheless, 
although occupying sth place colleges with more than sociology 
courses, obviously still figures the structural pattern such depart- 
ments. the lower classifications especially, true, considerable varia- 
tion occurs different areas and different kinds colleges, and fair 
idea this variation can obtained glancing Table which shows 
the ranking courses the several kinds schools and the four areas 
the country. 

Here, then, answer our original question: Sociology?” 
not complete answer, for different results would undoubtedly emerge 
from analysis of, say, current research current publications. But this 
article tells what sociologists teach the hundreds thousands students 
who each year pass through our undergraduate colleges. what sociolo- 
gists offer the citizenry the land their main justification for existence 
specialized scientists. 


GENERAL INTRODUCTORY COURSES 
THE SOCIAL SCIENCES* 


University Wisconsin University Chicago 


Points Interest. Types general social science courses according 
catalogues and seen more intimate observation. Should 
the sociologist have equal share, definite leadership the de- 
velopment such courses? any type especially promising? [Ed.] 


into the prevalence and characteristics general courses the social 
sciences the colleges and universities the United States. gen- 
eral course refer any course which described the catalogue 
inter-departmental, divisional, supra-departmental introduction to, 


this brief paper report the findings inquiry 


survey of, the fields the social sciences, study society. Its 


the traditional course concerned with single social 

The institutions whose curricula have examined are the 672 colleges 
and universities listed the Educational Directory for 1941. For these, 
catalogue was available us. examination the catalogues 504 
revealed general courses the social sciences but the remaining 102 were 

While are fully aware the inadequacy catalogue descriptions 
courses basis for knowing their content and organization have, 
nevertheless, been forced use them for what they may worth. Using 
catalogue titles and descriptions the basis for classifying the 108 courses 
found 102 institutions get the following types. 

(1) Courses described introduction to, orientation to, backgrounds of, and 
foundations the social sciences social studies, and such other related phrases 
survey of, general course in, the social sciences. Sixty-nine courses, more 
than per cent the total number, fell into this name class. 


(2) Courses labeled introduction to, history of, and development civiliza- 
tion identified course contemporary civilization totalled 25. 


(3) While number courses the first group contained sub-titles which 
indicated concern with social problems, courses bore titles such problems 
contemporary civilization, introduction state and regional problems, and simply, 
social problems. 


(4) The remaining six courses were labeled follows: Man and Society, Intro- 
duction Human Relations, Development Modern Society, Institutions 
Modern Democracy, and Community Organization. 

Presented the American Sociological Society, Dec. 28, 1941, New York City. 

general courses above the sophomore level were considered. some institutions 


courses” are offered for juniors and seniors. 
few cases single institution offers two general courses. 
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Perhaps more significant than titles the administering department. 

From the data Table seen that divisional, least non- 
departmental, administration holds courses—just short percent 
the total number. With this associated the fact that many staff mem- 
bers are identified with science” rather than with one the single 
traditional disciplines. Some are identified with two such disciplines. 
Administration general courses single departments led history 
with courses; sociology second with 11. All those administered 
departments sociology are the first type classified above; these are 
the causes whose title the term social science social studies appears 
every case. quite noteworthy that courses, percent those 
whose titles contain the term “civilization” are administered depart- 
ments history. This fact suggests that some the courses this group 
may little more than the traditional course the history civilization. 


TABLE ADMINISTRATION 108 GENERAL 
THE SCIENCES 


Type 
(1) (2) (3) 


only courses out the total 108 the catalogues indicate spe- 
cifically for whom the course intended. cases the course specified 
required all freshmen and cases required for further work for 
all for certain groups students. While would illuminating know 


what disciplines the staff members the various types courses represent, 
the catalogues give but meager data. 

Some remarks may made concerning the size the institution 
which the general course the social sciences most likely found. 
Forty, percent, the total number were found college and universi- 
ties with large enrolments—hence the largest institutions. Since institutions 
their size constitute far less than percent the total number the 
colleges and universities the United States clear that the relation be- 
tween the size the institution and the presence general course the 
social sciences not accidental. Further evidence the validity this 
observation may had comparing the percent colleges and universi- 
ties offering such course with the percent junior colleges (considered 
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separate institutions) which such course General social 
science courses were found only total 438 junior colleges and 
102 out total 672 colleges and universities. Thus, while only 
percent the junior colleges offer such course, percent the colleges 
and universities offer one. 

One might permitted speculate upon some the factors responsible 
for the fact that the general course the social sciences found more 
frequently large than small collegiate institutions and four year 
institutions more frequently than those with two year programs. the 
first place, the larger institutions have been first make the distinction 
between what often termed the “lower” and “upper” division—or the 
and college. This distinction has, turn, tended 
sharpen the differentiation between general and special education. The 
general course the social sciences may thus seen natural emergence 
within curriculum which itself general rather than special. Furthermore, 
the larger institutions there are more persons available for such co- 
operative enterprise than would usually hold institutions with smaller 
student bodies and faculties. Finally, not fantastic suggest that the 
general course not unrelated the effort reduce the costs instruction 
when college enrolments were expanding and financial resources shrinking. 

remains discuss briefly the major types general courses the 
social sciences the basis their content. were not able, the time 
our disposal, secure detailed information the content even 
large fraction the courses here reported. But from fairly detailed knowl- 
edge considerable number such courses, supplemented careful 
examination the catalogue descriptions the others, seems possible 
identify among the courses now being offered what might called four 
types” general introductory social science courses.‘ 

The these is, reality, history course masquerading intro- 
duction the social sciences. historical survey civilization 
culture some segment selection from more conventional history 
courses. The prevalence such courses seems consequence the 
traditional domination the field historians and the consequent ten- 
dency turn responsibility for general introductory courses over depart- 
ments history. 

The second major type general course the survey social problems, 
oriented toward the great interest contemporary difficulties evils 
society, and frequently characterized strong reformist emphasis. 
More often than not the selection problems appears determined 


The general course the social sciences the junior college remains for study. Little 
more than the number courses was discovered this brief inquiry. 

Although the typology given here bears some resemblance the groups courses given 
above, one-to-one between the two classifications was intended. 
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current popular interest and shift response changes this interest. 
This type course handled any one several departments 
representatives from varying combinations them and shows very con- 
siderable variation the basis which department dominates pro- 
vides its teaching personnel. 

Third these types inter-departmental course presenting succes- 
sion samplings thumb-nail sketches the various disciplines the 
social sciences, some selection them. Such course usually 
survey existing departmental offerings the social science division. Not 
infrequently this course handled succession departmental special- 
ists each whom comes for brief period present his own specialty. 

Fourth, and last, the type general course which undertakes more 
less systematic description contemporary society, drawing freely the 
methods and materials the various special disciplines but keeping its focus 
reasonably coherent picture the basic features present-day social 
processes and institutions. Such course requires the cooperative efforts 
specialists various departments who are able and willing devote con- 
siderable amounts time and energy the integration the approaches, 
methods, and materials their several fields. 

These four types general courses have been termed be- 
cause they are abstractions from most the actual courses and some de- 
gree idealizations the others. The majority the existing courses are 
mixture two more these types. They are, however, frequently 
dominated one them. Moreover, several existing courses more less 
closely approximate each the types described. 

not the main function this paper undertake appraisal the 
courses which has reported. But, basis for discussion, word may 
said conclusion about the authors’ judgment concerning the limitations 
and possibilities each these basic types. 

historical survey civilization human culture, well organized 
and well taught, seems valuable and highly desirable aspect any 
student’s general education. does not, however, provide introduction 
the field the social sciences, nor, our judgment, provide adequate 
basis for even layman’s understanding contemporary society. 

survey contemporary social problems seems relevant and sig- 
nificant part every student’s education. are, however, doubtful 
whether such course should offered introduction the field; 
should, feel, follow after the basic training the social sciences has 
provided ground for competent analysis social problems. feel, also, 
that there ever-present risk—and far too great tendency—for the 
discussion problems such course carried only the level 
“informed common sense” the dest, and the imposition personal 
prejudice the worst. Those who regard competence the social sciences 
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only the possession “right may see limitation this tendency. 
think, however, that rigorous analytical procedures developed vari- 
ous special disciplines are indispensable any competent discussion 
contemporary problems. is, course, possible that general introductory 
course focussed the discussion current problems might develop com- 
petence relevant analytical techniques where they are needed. are 
inclined believe that this procedure wastes much valuable time and leaves 
the student unnecessarily chaotic state mind area which, 
the very best, there must too much confusion. And are sure that 
too frequently the development indispensable technical skills not at- 
tempted this type course. 

survey the special social science disciplines seems more useful 
for students who are specializing one them than for the general student 
who greater need elementary training understanding himself and 
his social world. are convinced that this needed training can given 
far more effectively and adequately integrated course about that social 
world then through seriatim discussion the various departmental abstrac- 
tions from it. 

now must clear that are partial the more systematic and 
integrated descriptions social processes and contemporary institutions 
(with one the major attempts which have both been associated). 
But number risks are encountered here also. Such course may un- 
duly academic unless given relevance and significance the student 
concreteness, appropriate illustration, use required techniques the 
analysis selected contemporary problems, and some degree coherence 
the systematic and descriptive aspects the course. This latter require- 
ment depends large degree the character the integrating principle 
used. Here, seems us, where the sociologist has major contribution 
make. The anthropological-sociological approach culture offers, 
think, the most fruitful basis for integrated description contemporary 
society. But sociologists are not competent provide this description 
themselves. adequate general introductory course the social sciences 
far more than glorified course sociology just more than 
glorified course history. sociologists are fulfill what believe 
their obligation this promising field, some them will need acquire 
considerable degrees competence economics, political science, and other 
social disciplines and also find means making sociology intelligible and 
sensible specialists these fields. Social scientists possessed this 
mutual understanding and some degree inter-departmental competence 
may have the imagination and ingenuity construct the satisfactorily 
integrated, competent, and significant general course the social sciences 
for which both the need and the demand appear growing. 
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THE SURVEY COURSE SOCIAL SCIENCE: 
APPRAISAL* 


Cornell Universityt 


Points interest. courageous facing the question: “‘Social science 
for Social science seen relation the total aims college 
education. What about indoctrination? Social sciences may 
the mind” well the classics and and addition 
provide useful knowledge. What are the 


and universities has been demonstrated the preceding paper. There 

is, however, still recalcitrant opposition which, partly 
tional grounds and partly because the shift the survey course involves 
much inconvenient readjustment and upsets many vested interests, 
still insistent maintaining the departmentalized curriculum intact. 
Even among the supporters the survey course idea there still much con- 
fusion about the differing aims the various types survey now being ex- 
perimented with, and the issues between the survey and the courses 
which replaces are not clear cut. hoped this paper clarify some 
these issues and define the role the social science survey course the 
curriculum little more exactly. This may help get consideration it, 
sociologists least, its real merits. For the survey valuable edu- 
cational instrument and not just device created soft-headed education- 
ists and administrators keep overworked professors still busier, and 
convince the public that University more progressive than most. 

must begin agreeing definition what social science survey 
course is, because its present unstandardized state development many 
different types courses pass under that name. For the purposes our 
discussion will defined course offered college freshmen sopho- 
mores which the subject matter drawn from all three the academic 
fields political science, economics, and sociology, and may also taken 
from history, anthropology, human geography, social psychology, any 
other social science. further assumed the definition that (1) the 
students enrolled will not have had any previous work college level 
any social science covered the survey course content and (2) that some 
effort has been made interweave or, use the fashionable term, 
integrate, the materials from separate disciplines relation some general 
conceptual scheme. The previous paper has suggested some the integrat- 
ing ideas and principles that have been employed survey courses date. 


THE survey course social science making its way colleges 


Presented the American Sociological Society, Dec. 28, 1941, New York City. 
The author serving the Office Facts and Figures, Washington. 
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will immediately recognized that argument for such instruc- 
tional unit the survey course must based some educational philoso- 
phy. College professors group have been less concerned make their 
educational aims explicit than have their teaching colleagues primary 
and secondary schools but possible list the objectives instruction 
that are most frequently emphasized. There is, first, the general aim sought 
all vocational education, that training for the successful practice 
the art question. Frequently set over against the professional emphasis 
are the various aims that underly what called “general education.” Among 
the end results commonly sought through general education for all students, 
matter what their vocational plans may be, are (1) the development 
the ability think clearly and critically with respect any subject matter, 
sort general intellectual power factor, (2) the acquisition certain 
important knowledge about the world and its inhabitants, and (3) the de- 
velopment set attitudes and values, social, moral, and aesthetic, 
which the student’s life philosophy and his tastes and prefer- 
ences, and which will define his role relation the issues changing 
society. These are compound objectives and each one subsumes, shall 
see, number conflicting emphases. Furthermore, the educational 
philosophy any given professor will his own personal mixture aims 
from the four categories, with system weights that will affected 
the nature his own discipline well his own predilections. might 
outline such personal philosophy detail, and then evaluate the survey 
course with reference it, but the results would limited application 
and would rejected part whole those with even slightly differ- 
ent educational views. The more difficult but perhaps more useful plan has 
been chosen taking one one the four major educational aims 
acquiring vocational competence, critical intellectual ability, significant 
knowledge, and desirable values and attitudes, considering the survey 
course’s special advantages and disadvantages attempting realize 
each them, and comparing its adaptability these respects with that 
its most feasible alternative, the elementary course the special science. 

The Vocational Aim. The role the social science survey course 
relation the aims professional education can dealt with briefly. 
the professional school with course study built directly high school 
certificate, such college agriculture, home economics, engineering, 
the vocational choice the student has been made, and instruction must 
contribute first all his professional training. Elementary work the 
social sciences part general education such institutions, for which 
the time strictly limited, and the election specialized introductory 
course one field, say economics, likely preclude any possibility 
including courses other social science disciplines. The survey course ob- 
viates this difficulty and while the result may less thorough knowledge 
economics, any lack this respect more than made the least 


syst 
dictor 
they 
mind” 
aim 
survey 


cor 
law 
sho 
tha 
sinc 
awa 
crim 
roon 
issue 
abili 
subje 
does 
actua 
held 
large- 
other. 
fact-g 
ity 


on 


THE SURVEY COURSE SOCIAL SCIENCE 683 


elementary familiarity with sociology and government that has been gained. 
The one specially constructed for the professional school group 
the one given the arts college the same campus, will open more doors 
the often narrowly trained professional practitioner and will broaden his 
horizons. does not give him mastery any one social science, but neither 
does the single specialized elementary course would take its place. 
Where specifically professional training postponed beyond the fresh- 
man sophomore year, the case medical and education, and 
some engineering instruction and teacher training, the survey course 
comes time when final vocational commitment has not been made. 
Probably large proportion students “preparing” this level 
lawyers teachers are still much doubt the vocational goal they 
should aiming and are still willing change their plans the light 
new experience accumulates. this stage extremely important 
that this new experience provided them, that they come contact with 
many different types subject matter possible. The survey course, 
since samples most the bill-of-fare the social sciences, obviously 
helpful this connection. How one know whether might want 
into the public administration branches engineering has had 
course economics but none government? How student become 
aware the possibilities social work become oriented toward the 
criminal law career has had introduction sociology social 
course may learn these opportunities outside the class- 
room, but there reason why the curriculum should relieved all 
responsibility for vocational guidance. 
The Development Critical Intellectual Ability. The most burning 
issues concerning the survey course doubtless center about its alleged dis- 
abilities for the development the purely intellectual powers students. 
The charge made that the survey presents ill-digested hodge-podge 
subject matter, unorganized mixture fact and fiction, which not only 
does not challenge the student develop his reasoning faculties but instead 
actually induces bad mental habits him. Survey course materials are 
held too easy the one hand and, since they are supposed involve 
large-scale generalizations from superficial data, they are unreliable the 
other. Critics assert, too, that the student never gets close enough the 
fact-grubbing research process develop faculty for judging the reliabil- 
ity data and that not taught how reason from data conclusion 
use the conclusions once formed means testing the validity 
systematic theoretical scheme. While these are some extent contra- 
dictory accusations, and also perhaps derived from perfectionist standards, 
they are serious enough merit consideration. Since the “training the 
mind” is, rightly wrongly, regarded most professors the paramount 
aim general education, these objections must met satisfactorily the 
survey find permanent place college curricula. 
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Let consider first the inductive side the reasoning process. 
probably fair criticism all elementary courses social science, surveys 
included, say that too little attention devoted reseach methodology, 
methods for gathering and testing the data from which the textbook 
descriptions social phenomena are derived and upon which conclusions 
concerning and rest. One cannot course put ele- 
mentary student through complete course historiography through 
detailed consideration sampling theory, but may questioned whether 
the isolated chapters scientific method that are found many textbooks 
the few quizzes and examinations that give the student 
chance show hitherto undeveloped critical faculty are adequate 
ground-work laid for the development scientific temper and 
critical acumen students. Some means must found dealing with 
sources and validities descriptive data pari passu with the presentation 
the data themselves the outcomes just described are attained. 
The syllabus must include constantly recurring questions the form: 
“How you know that what the writer says true?” and alterna- 
tive could drawn from the data presented?” 

Some would say that the only way develop appreciation scientific 
method put the student research problem, necessarily 
very small gne, but still one which gathers and processes raw data for 
himself. The desirability this conceded, and the more progressive 
colleges this procedure followed even elementary social science courses 
clear about the objectives our science education, will not despair al- 
together the institutions where the size the elementary classes, other 
problems administrative sort, make the use the “research project” 
method difficult. After all, general education curriculum does not attempt 
train research experts but rather develop the critical skills necessary 
evaluate materials that come the notice graduates they perform 
the duties citizenship. This sort scientific mindedness, respect for 
good scientific work the social sciences and least some discrimination 
separating good from bad, can acquired without actual research ex- 
periences has be. But cannot regarded any sense in- 
evitable by-product the ordinary pedogogical handling social science 
materials. Specific attention has paid the task developing this 
type critical ability, and present the problem more likely at- 
tacked successfully the survey course, which not bound tradition 
choice subject matter and procedure, than the departmental course 
the standard type. 

Turning now the deductive side the reasoning process, must deal 
first with the classical position that skill logical thinking can taught 
best courses mathematics, the classical languages, and philosophy, 
and that for the social sciences attempt what can done better 
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the older disciplines involves inefficiency and waste time. 


educational theory profess the belief that toughness mental fiber, 
dialectical skill, clarity mental processes can achieved only requir- 
ing the student master closely reasoned body theory rigidly 
logical methodology. Materials appropriate for training the young mind 
are, held, found much richer measure the classical fields; indeed 
the quality reasoning exhibited the social sciences looked down 
distinctly inferior. follows from this view that the social sciences must 
find sort second-class justification for place the curriculum the 
basis their descriptive matter since they cannot compete with the older 
subjects developing skills logical thinking. 

That this whole theory mind training “mental the 
classical subjects rests upon naive, unproven, and now largely discredited 
theory learning has not prevented revival support for certain 
circles higher education. great deal experimental work has now been 
done the “transfer training” and the idea that logical skill developed 
dealing with mathematical symbols, systems metaphysics, gramma- 
tical constructions automatically transferable monetary problems, 
population theories, jurisprudence now rejected all serious students 
the learning process. Transfer concepts, attitudes, and thought proc- 
esses can attained, where special attention paid the broader implica- 
tions material under study, and good teacher Latin mathematics, 
alive the problems which his students will meet other fields and eager 
help them see the implications his subject and its characteristic 
methodology relation those problems, may help great deal devel- 
oping competence those outside areas which makes specific applica- 
tions. However, questionable whether the classicist the physical 
scientist can ever teach students think logically with respect the mater- 
ials social science well, even nearly well, the social scientist 
himself can so. The frequently manifested naivete the most eminent 
mathematicians, physicists, and classical scholars when they make pro- 
nouncements sociology economics lends force this conclusion. 

This line reasoning would seem require that social scientists more 
than describe social phenomena for their students and help them develop 
tests for assaying the accuracy the descriptions offered. They must also 
help them learn think analytically, put facts and hypotheses to- 
gether into systems and make limited predictions therefrom, since this 
task cannot performed for them other departments the college. 
How this done the question. One must not put too much weight 
the distinction between inductive and deductive thinking that has been 
used pragmatic device far this discussion, and consequently under- 
estimate the amount logical skill that will developed simply through 
acquiring the critical attitude toward data that was described earlier. 
the other hand, there more abstract type thinking, ability deal 
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with theoretical materials the social sciences, whose acquisition would 
deemed many important educational aim. The role economic, so- 
ciological, and political theory elementary courses must, therefore, 
given some consideration. 

(4) The Role Formal Theory. has been traditional elementary 
economics courses include introduction the theory value and 
distribution with also some attention paid monetary theory and the 
theory international exchange. recent years there has been minority 
reaction against this the part economists, with some tendency stress 
description economic processes and institutions with beginning students, 
and relegate analytical materials advanced courses. This change 
viewpoint has not been very widely adopted but where has found favor, 
has done probably because growing realization the artificial 
and sense unreal character much economic theorizing and rising 
doubt whether skill handling the systematic theory will have much 
transfer value approaching contemporary problems economic life. 
That economics majors should develop ability economic analysis the 
traditional sort still goes without much question, but whether the same can 
said the beginner, who may take only one two courses the field, 
increasingly open doubt. 

one should conclude that the amount formal economic theory ele- 
mentary courses might well curtailed, replaced more institutional 
description and more attention current economic problems, the same sort 
conclusion might made with still greater assurance relation the 
traditional theoretical materials elementary sociology courses and 
introductory political science. Sociological theory may sometimes less 
abstract and unreal than economic theory but qualitatively inferior 
the complexity and rigorousness the analysis and the present time 
more unstable and responsive shifts what may called “conceptual 
fashion.” Perhaps for these latter reasons sociological theory increasingly 
absent from the introductory textbooks, which are less formally systematic 
and more full descriptive materials than they used be. Much the same 
thing may said beginning texts political science. The latter contain 
some material the nature the state and sovereignty and some dis- 
cussion legal postulates but all this does not bulk large comparison 
with the description contemporary political institutions and the 
dynamics the political process itself. 

the specialists the different fields social science are increasingly 
willing see formal theory eliminated, reduced amount, their basic 
courses they should the same time willing give the survey course 
greater freedom this respect. There doubt that descriptive subject 
matter will arouse greater interest most students, thus increasing learning 
efficiency and making the fields the social sciences appear more attractive 
for further study, but addition the survey freed from the difficult task 
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attempting integrate the theoretical materials the three disciplines 
for beginning students. Not very much progress has yet been made, 
least America, integrating economic and sociological theory any 
level,! and oftentimes those who have attempted make contributions 
the problem have been outside the professional academic cults.? Since any 
theoretical synthesis proposed for survey course must acceptable 
professors teaching advanced courses the same institutions, would 
appear doubtful whether the introduction such synthesisintoa beginning 
course will for while yet feasible. Unsynthesized theory the tra- 
ditional compartmentalized sort would, the other hand, negation 
the survey course’s major purpose. 

the risk repetition must made clear, however, that the elimina- 
tion theoretical materials (in the conventional sense the term 
gives license present unorganized hodge-podge descriptive data, 
either the departmental course the survey. There must conceptual 
framework that unifies the material presented and clearly indicates the 
pertinence each bit data included. fact the ability select social 
science materials for relevance and organize them meaningful wholes 
intellectual skill whose cultivation must start early, and the survey 
must more than set model; must provide through questions, term 
papers, discussions, and other devices for actual practice the art con- 
cerned. 

The Acquisition Significant Knowledge. Emphasis upon canons 
organization material leads over into consideration criteria governing 
the choice material organized. What tests significance should 
employed determining which topics include and which leave out? 
has been suggested that far the aim developing the sheer intellec- 
tual power the student concerned any body well-organized and 
trustworthy material almost equally usable since the power developed 
considerable degree specific that material. The question is, then, 
“Where most important for the student that intellectual power 
available and applied?” 

The intellectualist’s answer this question often supplied terms 
the concept “orientation.” wants equip the student with con- 
ceptualized picture the civilization they both live the end that the 
student will his culture and able compare with others. 
often implied that this knowledge about the world lives will 
itself inevitably and almost automatically lead the student make better 
adjustment that world and perhaps progressive changes it. This 
theory that the well-informed man will become the good citizen without 
further professorial concern about his life philosophy his social attitudes 


Talcott Parsons, “Sociological Elements Economics,” Barnes and 
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convenient one, and still commends itself many economists and 
political scientists not sociologists. divests the college teacher the 
responsibility developing point view his students and 
allows him retain his reputation for scholarly objectivity among his 
colleagues. While the views the student acquires will actually affected 
his and his professor’s artistic, social, political, vocational, and other 
biases and their respective positions the class structure, this fact tends 
glossed over, and when admitted, thoroughly deplored. Orientation 
the conventional college may inadvertently pro-capitalist, pro- 
Protestant, pro-intellectualist but honest effort usually avoid 
indoctrination and describe social phenomena terms.” 

over the question, which are the most significant aspects the 
culture for students, that the orientationists differ. The conventional depart- 
mental course orients abstract and categorized portions civilization 
that are labeled field economics,” “‘the field sociology,” etc. and 
thus leads the student see the world through the eyes research experts 
who have worked out (for research purposes) convenient division labor. 
The survey course avoids this pedagogical error some degree, and this 
its chief educational merit, but still must face the problem finding other 
selection criteria that are more meaningful. The previous paper has 
enumerated some the criteria now being experimented with and 
perhaps only worth while emphasize here that the sociologist who 
may looked for the major contribution solving this problem. and 
the historian are the social scientists most used broad perspectives and 
with the greatest experience organizing diverse materials; and with the 
increasing emphasis the contemporaneous, upon orientation modern 
society, and upon consideration modern social problems, the sociologist 
should logically entrusted with leadership survey course construction. 
The rather low intellectual standing the sociology discipline the eyes 
brother social scientists has made them loath trust the sociologist with 
any such responsibility most campuses. Doubtless time the sociologists 
improve their rating among scholars, perhaps the persons chosen 
administer surveys will increasingly come selected pedagogical 
well purely scholarly grounds. 

Common Criticisms: “Superficiality.” Before leaving the problem 
content survey courses two commen criticisms the general orientation 
approach must dealt with. The first charge that freshman surveys are 
superficial, the other that they attempt synthesis too early, before the 
students are mature enough undertake such difficult task. the latter 
objection perhaps sufficient point out that postponing any attempt 
unification social science materials the senior year (as some 
advocate) denies the experience all but departmental majors. such 
policy this relatively small group asked acquire lot specialized 
bodies knowledge the faith that sometime, when they get seniors, 


course: 
out 
person 
ence, 
course 


the 
for 
poi 
alle 
hur 
the 
trat 
ing 
may 
fron 
The 
susp 
dang 
stud 
work 
the 
ment 
costs 
cours 
that 
can 
org 
depen 
learni 
struct 
work 
the 
possib 
people 
can 
adv 
The 


THE SURVEY COURSE SOCIAL SCIENCE 689 


general over-view which will organize and give significance much 
the material (supposing they still can remember it) will last provided 
for them. This not disparage the senior correlation course but only 
point out that not substitute for the freshman survey. 

The charge survey course superficiality takes two forms. Some critics 
allege that the course attempts cover too much ground and consequently 
hurries too rapidly over material that needs more time grasped 
the beginning student. Others have claimed that when the survey concen- 
ing material superficial not covering ground enough. These criticisms 
may represent simply two ways saying the same thing, although the 
emphasis the first the student’s learning what set before him and 
the second the possible invalidity the conclusions led draw 
from such highly selected subject matter “big idea course” involves. 
The frequency with which both criticisms are repeated evidences deep 
suspicion survey courses the part scholars. 

With respect the question learning efficiency one must admit the 
danger jumping from topic topic, leaving each for another before the 
student has had time conceptualize the material and fit into his frame- 
work thought. This urge “cover ground” outline, include 
the survey all the topics that would treated the conventional ele- 
mentary courses replaces, provides temptation resisted all 
costs. may pointed out, however, that departmental elementary 
courses are also frequently guilty this same form superficiality and 
that elementary texts often seem try cover the whole field. What one 
can learn, and how fast, depends much the patterns which material 
organized and the way these patterns relate student experience, and 
depends much also student interest the material presented, that 
difficult set any standard rates for covering ground maximum 
learning efficiency. Critics the survey course’s apparent high speed 
handling topics may underestimate the effect improved classroom in- 
struction and the use more meaningful because less academic frame- 
work organization. After all, the learning efficiency undergraduates 
the average course low give little help defining standard 
possible performance. would more sensible let the survey course 
people learn their own experience their own new situation what they 
can expect from students instead ruling out the survey course approach 
advance inevitable bad pedagogy. 

The charges anent the other type superficiality attributed survey 
courses, namely the allegation that they give the student conclusions with- 
out the data support them, that they make him shallow-minded 
person with only veneer generalizations show for his course experi- 
ence, hard deal with because difficult define one’s terms. 
course the student has not familiarized himself with the data and gone 
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through the intellectual process that leads the generalization, there 
danger that will take final truth what the professor realizes only 
current expert opinion, fact hypothesis. the other hand, the professor, 
provided with credulous audience beginners and encouraged the 
survey course outline let himself large-scale judgments and interpre- 
tations, may yield the temptation sound more authoritative than the 
state scientific knowledge justifies offer some generalizations half- 
baked. These are both undoubtedly evils, thus outlined, and 
avoided far possible. But the specific remedies are not easy state. 
How much mastery detailed subject matter should the student acquire 
before safe let him deal broad implications and draw conclusions 
applicable social policy? How many cautious qualifications must the 
professor introduce for every general characterization conclusion 
hazards? Our general ignorance the specific effects students any 
course type teaching still vast make conclusions these 
points extremely hazardous. need test outcomes different types 
elementary instruction much more thoroughly than has been done far. 

Meanwhile, pending more knowledge the actual damage done vari- 
ous degrees “superficiality” the outline, some tentative balance has 
struck between the intensive and extensive approaches planning 
any course syllabus. The preliminary decisions should made the light 
the role which the course supposed play the curriculum, and the 
teaching results checked subsequently test devices. the aims orienta- 
tion are defined (1) acquiring the general perspective culture that has 
previously been referred to, (2) learning what different kinds experts 
there are the social sciences and what sort knowledge each can con- 
tribute, and (3) developing few rules thumb for determining who quali- 
fies, and who does not, for expert rating, then least know what 
sort balance aim the social science survey. Such criteria leave the 
instructor free broad and sweeping his approach without being 
encyclopaedic but they require that show how his conclusions and gen- 
eralizations are arrived even does not have time give much the 
detailed data which they are based. the course expounding the 
methodology which guarantees the accuracy the descriptive picture 
presenting, the professor will establish his own credibility expert 
and will indirectly provide canons for appraising the claims that others 
may make that rating. was pointed out earlier that world 
specialists the college graduate can acquire technical competence but 
one two fields knowledge, yet citizen must constantly rely 
generalizations put forth areas which has only general information. 
these areas his major problem often that knowing whom trust. 

IV. The Acquisition Desirable Attitudes and Values. Much the dis- 
cussion orientation educational aim college professors terms 
the intellectualist theory that knowledge good itself, that true 
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knowledge the result unbiased and objective description, and that, 
when selecting from the store human knowledge those portions 
presented undergraduates, criteria derived from the subject matter it- 
self should observed. What known best and most truly, what fits most 
neatly into, rounds out, systematic scheme, what necessary 
divide time equally between cooperating disciplines chosen rather than 
what the student most interested what most calculated 
vince him about the type changes needed the social scene. While 
criteria selection derived from student need interest and from the 
reform impulses instructors are never absent organizing any course 
the social sciences their conscious employment deprecated most col- 
lege educators. secondary and primary schools, however, the point 
view quite different and even higher educational institutions are under 
increasing pressure plan courses that are more student-centered and 
perhaps also more concerned with producing not the intellectual fence- 
sitter but instead graduate with conscious social philosophy giving him 
some sort position toward the various social movements the day. 

Little need said about this tendency education and its effect the 
survey course except record its existence, admit the author’s bias 
favor accepting some least its implications for elementary instruc- 
tion the college, and note that its specific implementation remains largely 
worked out. The use criteria such “‘personal 
life orientation,” preparation for leisure, health, the development com- 
municative skills, has been urged group education experts, and high 
school social science courses based this viewpoint have been developed— 
college professors can they wish utilize these syllabi suggestions for 
similar development the college level. Some college courses frankly based 
student needs are, fact, already operation, notably the University 
Minnesota and Unfortunately, most college people 
would still look askance this sort approach. 

The reform interest, may called, has similarly made little 
headway college but is, surprisingly enough, matter hot debate 
the schools. Those who hold that education cannot unbiased social 
issues have been strengthened general the pressure from other types 
socio-political regime under which democratic society has recently been 
operating, and concretely the seeming bewilderment and apathy 
youth the present crisis. But there wide variation the type indoc- 
trination which the schools are urged attempt. the one extreme 
call for renewed dedication education the maintenance the tra- 
ditional order, the other the insistence that the schools produce 
generation students committed radical revision the economic sys- 
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tem and the class structure that goes with it. One in-between position 
would have the college stress the responsibility “informed” citizen- 
ship issues and active carrying out citizenship duties but would provide 
specific guidance controversial questions. Another would organize 
courses around social problems that would earlier have been held dangerous 
but which are now partly sterilized attempt present “all 

How long the college’s tether dealing with social issues uncertain, 
and course varies from institution institution. Often any deliberate 
responsibility for attitudinal aspects the educational process has 
relegated extra-curricular organizations guidance and personnel 
officers. The latter escape from the cramping limitations “scholarly 
standards,” use dangerous textbooks, publish damning syllabi, and 
hide offices where off-campus busybodies cannot find them. They in- 
fluence life philosophies, value systems, social and political orientations 
students directly, leaving the classroom supply the data for rationalizing 
the positions logically deduced therefrom. But the classroom does have 
some influence everywhere and the survey course cannot avoid decision 
what part shall play this important educational process. Since the 
survey recent construct, with fewer conventionalized forms evasion 
directly available, forced take stand indoctrination and character 
formation and indeed much more free than the departmental course 
experiment these new directions. The sociologist the survey course 
staff will have bear the heavier share responsibility here since 
usually the least allergic socio-ethical thinking. Doubtless his first move 
would discover how the given survey course already influencing 
student attitudes. professors knew more concretely the effects, lack 
effects, their teaching undergraduate political and social behavior, 
they might sufficiently horrified bring the whole matter into the realm 
discussion and planning. For objectivity has probably been less reality 
than convenient fiction most social science instruction. 

Obstacles. complete the picture, one should mention few obstacles, 
not explicit the preceding discussion, with which survey course creators 
are meeting. These obstacles must eventually large degree overcome 
the course find secure place the curriculum. 

proving extremely difficult recruit competent staffs teach 
surveys. Graduate schools turn out specialists, not eclectics, and research 
men, not teachers. the social sciences especially difficult find 
economist who has any acquaintance with materials outside his own dis- 
cipline. Most graduate school faculties tend assume that man any 
good should encouraged become research specialist and that the 
second raters are good enough for survey-course teaching. partial solu- 
tion this difficulty has been the chautauqua-type course, where individual 
specialists lecture their own subject matter, but unless there ade- 
quate staff quiz masters provide continuity and integration, this 
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system works badly. Moreover hard secure these quiz masters be- 
cause present there little future this type teaching. will only 
when college administrators are prepared recognize good service 
the survey course with the same sort rewards now available the authors 
research monographs that there will supply non-specialized social 
science instructors created. Meanwhile any one who devotes much time 
his responsibilities survey course does sacrifice his future. 

The survey course its attempt cut across departmental lines 
likely run into the worst sort departmental politics. successful survey 
upsets the previous balance enrollments among departmental elementary 
courses; may even completely alter the number major students which 
any department attracts. Furthermore, involves reallocations staff 
carry the interdepartmental teaching load and consequent possibility 
increasing reducing individual department budgets. When departmental 
vested interests are challenged, educational reform, every one knows, 
becomes extremely difficult achievement. 

There yet insufficiency satisfactory teaching materials for 
survey courses. Most the literature available has either been written 
specialists for specialists non-professional authors whose work, while 
may some cases entirely suitable for beginning students, neverthe- 
less suspect scholars. Textbooks for survey courses are appearing, per- 
haps prematurely view the present lack crystallization content. 
But the difficulty over the lack materials not serious one; the need 
will undoubtedly met the survey course stabilizes. 

College administrators sometimes regard the survey courses with favor 
chiefly because they can made save money the cost instruction. 
reducing the number introductory courses offered and instituting 
greater amount mass instruction, tidy budgetary saving may 
realized. Mass instruction, however, better educational tech- 
nique survey courses than any place else; fact probably much 
worse since the task organizing the material the mind the student 
greater. Doubtless this difficulty will resolved, will the others previ- 
ously enumerated, the trend toward the survey course continues. 


Official Reports Proceedings 


This issue marks the beginning service Editor. deeply grateful 
Read Bain for his carrying the responsibility through the August issue. think 
reflect the feeling the Society when say that all deeply appreciate his four 
and half years painstaking and personally devoted service, and that has in- 
deed set high standard for the Review. 

possible that this issue will few days late reaching the members, but 
the traditional schedule will adhered to. The reduction the August number 
128 pages was necessary the interests economy and not caused any 
shortage material. are fortunate able publish 160 pages this time, 
but shall have figure carefully and decide upon the size each issue 
accordance with costs and the reduced budget (see February issue, pp. 84). 
Other measures economy prevent the reduction the amount material 
are being considered. 

Editorial “Points interest” are placed the head articles this issue 
experiment. The selection articles has been made with view timeliness and 
also concentrate material dealing with certain subjects single issue. Several 
articles this issue deal with the relation between social roles, attitudes and values; 
several others with the organization sociology and social science courses. these 
ways and others hoped make the Review useful undergraduate well 
graduate students and persons working other fields. 

have appointed Leland DeVinney and Thomas McCormick book 
review editors. DeVinney replaces Howard Becker whose competent service 
Book Review Editor deeply appreciate. have appointed Ruby Reeves Ken- 
nedy Vassar College Associate Editor. welcome the two newly elected 
Assistant Editors, Charles Johnson and Dorothy Thomas. 

would like have news from members the Society who are engaged war 
service and doing other special and interesting things. Copy for December issue 
must press October 20. Notify Conrad Taeuber any change address. 


Report NoMINATIONS AND OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1943 


accordance with the provisions the new Constitution and By-Laws, the 
Society has completed its first election mail. Nine hundred and fifty ballots were 
mailed members. these, 57% were returned the Chairman the Commit- 
tee Nominations the time specified, June 15. Although the percentage who 
participated the voting may not large some proponents the election 
mail had hoped, think one will question that the number persons who 
actually took part the voting this year was greater than any preceding election 
the Society. Last year only 166 members voted. 

The Nominating Committee, the membership which was announced the 
February issue the Review, did all its work correspondence and prepared 
slate which was submitted the membership, with mail ballots, May 15, the 
time specified. The Society owes debt gratitude Professor Carroll Clark 
the University Kansas for the able and efficient manner which conducted 
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his work Chairman the Committee and the members the Committee, 
well the tellers who assisted counting the ballots. 
The report the election follows: 


“To the President the American Sociological Society: 

“Immediately after the Nominating Committee had been appointed, all the 
members were circularized and requested list the names individuals who should 
considered for nomination office the Society. The returns were then tabu- 
lated and second letter, giving the results the first circularization, was sent 
each member, with further request that indicate his choice for nominees. 
the second circularization the returns were sufficiently agreement permit 
the setting ballot for submission the membership. This ballot was mailed 
the members May and contained the following names: 


Joyce Hertzler 

George Lundberg 

For First Vice-President: Willard Waller 

Kimball Young 

For Second Vice-President: Thomas McCormick 
Samuel Stouffer 

For Executive Committee: Floyd House 

Lively 

Thorsten Sellin 

Malcolm Willey 

Dawson 

Charles Johnson 

Dorothy Thomas 

Louis Wirth 


“The ballots were returned office. There the mailing envelopes were verified 
against the membership list furnished the Treasurer and after this verification, 
the ballots were removed from the mailing envelopes. 

“In order canvass the ballots, asked the following serve tellers: Ernest 
Manheim, Marston McCluggage, Wesley Roper, and Mapheus Smith. 

“On June they met office the University Kansas and proceeded 
count the ballots. The following persons received the largest number votes: 


For President: 


For Assistant Editors: 


For President: 

For First Vice-President: 
For Second Vice-President: 
For Executive Committee: 


For Assistant Editors: 


George Lundberg 
Kimball Young 
Samuel Stouffer 
Thorsten Sellin 
Malcolm Willey 
Charles Johnson 
Dorothy Thomas 


Respectfully submitted, 


These, then, are the officers the Society for the year 1943. 


Dwicut President 


carry out one the resolutions adopted the last annual meeting and with 
the authority the Administration Committee, the president the Society has 
appointed Committee Sociology Latin American Countries. This committee 
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has been asked explore the status sociology Latin America and report 
the Society any suggestions may have what may done improve rela- 
tions between sociologists Latin America and the United States and encour- 
age the development sociology Latin America. The committee consists 
Lynn Smith (Louisiana State University), American Embassy, Rio Janeiro, 
chairman; Carl Taylor (U. Bureau Agricultural Economics), American 
Embassy, Buenos Aires; Nathan Whetten (University Connecticut) American 
Embassy, Mexico City; Franklin Frazier, Howard University; Rex Crawford, 
University Pennsylvania; Clarence Senior, University Kansas City; and 
Donald Pierson, Escola Livre Sociologia Politica Paulo, Brazil. 
President 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


the request the Office Education, President Sanderson appointed 
committee prepare statement concerning the role sociology teaching rela- 
tion the war effort and the post-war reconstruction. Similar committees are being 
set the other professional societies social scientists with Lloyd Blauch, 
Senior Education Specialist the Office Education coordinator. The Office 
Education undertakes give the forthcoming reports circulation among 
educators and administrators. The committee the American Sociological Society 
follows: Ruth Reed, Catholic University; Helen Davis, American Council 
Education; Franklin Howard University; Carl Joslyn, University 
Maryland; Julian Woodward, Office Facts and Figures, Chairman.” 


REPRESENTATION 


Professor Lichtenberger has been appointed the Society’s representative 
the celebration the one hundredth anniversary Villanova College. They 
are planning various events and celebrations throughout and will hold 
centennial convocation May 1943. 

Professor Samuel Joseph, head the Department Sociology the College 
the City New York, will represent the Society the inauguration Harry Noble 
Wright President the College the City New York, Wednesday, 
September 


ADDITION THE 1942 Census 


XVII. OFFICE RADIO RESEARCH 
AMSTERDAM AVE., NEW YORK CITY 


Survey Changes Political Attitudes during Presidential Election, Erie 
County, Ohio 

Survey Daytime Radio Listening 

Measurement Personal Reactions Radio Programs 

Radio and Press Joint-Owner Relationships 

Studies Radio and the Printed Page 

Foreign Language Broadcast Listening Habits Enemy Alien Group 

Methodological Studies the Panel Technique, and Interview Bias 


published August number the Review, pp. 
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List MEMBERS THE AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


Aginsky, Bernard W., West 13th St., New 
York, 

Beeley, Arthur L., Univ. Utah, Salt Lake 
City, Utah 

Bicknell, Marguerite E., LeMoyne Col., 
Memphis, Tenn., hij 

Blaine, Mrs. Emmons, 101 Erie St., Chi- 


cago, Ill. 
Bloch, Herbert A., St. Lawrence Univ., 
Canton, 


Bruno, Frank J., Washington Univ., St. 
Louis, Mo. 

Callaghan, Margaret, St., Joseph Col., 
Hartford, 

Champlin, Mildred Ford Av., 
Oneonta, 

Child Welfare League America, 130 
St., New York, 

Cleland, Wendell, American Univ. Cairo, 
Cairo, Egypt 

Cressey, Paul G., 132 McCosh Rd., Upper 

Croft, Albert E., Univ. Wichita, Wichita, 
Kansas 

Cunningham, B., Prentice-Hall Co., 
Fifth Av., New York, 

D’Argonne, Michael, Xavier Univ., New 
Orleans, La. 

Dawson, A., McGill Univ., Montreal, 
Canada 

Detweiler, Frederick G., Denison Univ., 
Granville, Ohio 

Dietrich, Doris C., 942 Medical Arts 
Tacoma, 

Dubin, Robert, 5552 Maryland, Chicago, 


Eldredge, Wentworth, 2500 St., N.W., 
Washington, 

English, I., (Lieut.), Chanute Field, 

Fuller, Hugh Emory Univ., Georgia 

Fuller, Richard C., Univ. Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, Mich. 

Gibbs, Raymond L., 1726 Summit, Colum- 

Hartshorne, Edward Y., 105 Del Ray Av., 
Bethesda, 

E., 2683 Shasta Rd., Berkeley, 

Kahn, Edward M., 318 Capitol Ave., S.E., 
Atlanta, Ga., 

Karpf, J., Fed. Jewish Welfare Org., 
610 Temple St., Los Angeles, Calif. 

Kepner, Charles D., Aurora, Ohio, 


Imno 


Kincheloe, Samuel C., 5757 University Ave., 
Chicago, hilp 

Koshuk, Ruth Pearson, 5524 Ellis Ave., 
Chicago, 

Kreuger, T., Vanderbilt Univ., Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Landheer, Bartholomew, Rockefeller 
Plaza, New York, Y., 

Lobb, John, Box 24, South Hadley, 
akn 

Mansfield, Elizabeth, 129 Cliveden Av., 
Glenside, Pa., 

McAleer, James A., 1311 Hampton St., 
Richmond, 

McCurtain, (Lieut.), 121 2nd St., 
Atoka, Oklahoma, 

Meyer, Henry J., State Col. Washington, 
Pullman, Wash., 

Milliken, Robert J., 708 Highland Ave., 
Washington, 

Morgan, John W., Fowler Apts., Milledge- 
ville, Georgia 

Mounts, Lewis H., Forest Av., Macon, 

Nottingham, Elizabeth K., Wheaton College, 

Ostafin, Peter A., Univ. Michigan, Ann 

Ovenburg, Dorothy C., 4462 St. Paul 
Rochester, Y., 

Parsons, Talcott, Fairmont St., Belmont, 
Mass. 

Peters, Charles C., Pa. State Col., State Col- 
lege, 

Piotrowski, Sylvester A., Mount Mary Col., 

Reuter, B., Univ. Iowa, Iowa City, 

Reynolds, Joseph Weston, Box 357, White 

Riley, John W., Jr., Col. for Women, 
New Brunswick, 

Robinson, S., 423 120th St., New 

Rowland, Howard, Ohio State Univ., Colum- 
bus, Ohio, him 

Sarvis, W., Park Av., Delaware, Ohio, 
ikn 

Scates, Douglas E., College Station, Durham, 


Schersten, Albert F., 1000-38th St., Rock 
Island, 

Schwitalla, Alphonse M., St. Louis Univ., 
St. Louis, Mo. 
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Selle, Erwin S., 323 Broadway, Winona, 
Minn. 

Selling, Lowell S., 16196 Cherrylawn Av., 
Detroit, Mich. 

Simpson, George E., Pa. State Col., State 
College, Pa., 

Slawson, John, 228 St., New York, 
N.Y 


Taylor, John Edward, 429 Walnut St., 
Lancaster, Pa., Aco 

Woodbury, Robert M., McGill Univ., Mon- 
treal, Canada 

Woodward, Comer M., Emory University, 
Ga.,agik 

Wyatt, Donald W., 1321 Franklin St., N.E., 
Washington, 


New 


Basehart, Harry W., Univ. Chicago, Chi- 
cago, 

Berkman, Paul L., 3417 St., S.E., Wash- 
ington, 

Beth, Marianne W., 5707 Woodlawn, Chi- 
cago, 

Brown, Warren H., 272 Jefferson Ave. 
Brooklyn, Y.,co 

Brunsman, Howard G., Bureau the Census, 
Washington, C., 

Butts, Frances N., 508 Cottage Grove, 
Bloomington, Ind. 

Copeland, Lewis C., Fisk Univ., Nashville, 
Tenn., 

Davis, Elnora D., Md. State Teachers Col- 


Harrison, Walter R., 6376-30-St., Detroit, 
Mich., 

Hatch, David L., 187 Grove St., Wellesley, 
Mass., 

Houser, Mr. Mrs. Paul M., 817 Ball St., 
Owosso, 

Humphreys, Alexander J., Univ. San 
cisco, San Francisco, Calif. 

James, Clayton L., State Teachers Col., 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., hij 

Kendall, Patricia, 37-43 88th St., Jackson 

Kildow, Monroe, Box 520, Tiffin, Ohio, 

Lewin, Kurt, Child Welfare Research Sta., 
Univ. Iowa, Iowa City, lowa 

Loebs, Ruth, Bartlett St. Waterville, 
Maine, bik 

Maria, Sister Loretta, Col. St. Elizabeth, 
Convent, 

Moore, Barrington, Jr., Casanova, Virginia 

Rutes, Vivian Lee, 849 Linden Blvd., Brook- 
lyn, 

Smith, Bruce Lannes, 1016-6th Street, 
N.W., Washington, 

Solomon, Edward C., Alabama College, 
Montevallo, Ala. 

Waggoner, A., Northwestern State Col., 
Alva, Oklahoma, Ano 

Weinrlich, Max, Yiddish Scientific Inst., 425 
Lafayette St., New York, Y., 

Whynman, Alex J., 114 32nd New 
York, 

Williams, Robin M., Univ. Kentucky, 
Lexington, Ky., 


PRELIMINARY PROGRAM THE THIRTY- 
SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING 


The Thirty-Seventh Annual Meeting will held the Hollenden Ho- 
tel, Cleveland, Ohio, December 31, 1942. Note that this one day 
later than previously announced. The change has been made the sug- 
gestion the Office Defense Transportation avoid week end travel. 
The Committee Local Arrangements consists of: Cutler, Chair- 
man, Henry Busch, Gehlke, Rex Johnson, Johnston, 
James Laing, Puckett, Sarvis, and Newell Sims. 


Tuespay, DECEMBER 29, 8:30 A.M. 
Registration. 


DECEMBER 29, A.M. 
Business Meeting for reports committees and representatives the 
Society. 
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DECEMBER 29, A.M. 
Social Psychology. Kimball Young, Queens College, Chairman. 


“Some Problems Field Interviews When Using the Control-Group 
Technique the Community.” Stuart Chapin, University Minnesota. 

“The Validity the Imputation George Simpson, Penn- 
sylvania State College. 


Population. Elbridge Sibley, Bureau the Budget, Chairman. 


“The Tolan Committee’s Researches Wartime Migration,” Herbert 
Roback, Research Staff the House Committee Investigating National 
Defense Migration. 

“Movements the Negro Population and 1941,” Lyonel 
Florant, Virginia State Planning Board Population Study. 

“Relocation Japanese Residents and Its Social Mrs. 
Esther Staudt, War 


Conference General Social Science Course. Julian Woodward, 
Cornell University, Chairman. Program arranged. 


Rural Sociological Society.* Impact the War upon Community Life. 


DECEMBER 29, P.M. 


General Session. Katharine Jocher, University North Carolina, Pre- 
siding. 

“The War and the American Negro Minority,” Charles Johnson, Fisk 
University. 

“Potential Changes the Status Women the War,” Margaret 
Mead, American Museum Natural History. 

“The Effect the War Minority Groups This Country and Their 
Relation It,” Gerhart Saenger, College the City New York. 

Discussant: Louis Wirth, University Chicago. 

Rural Sociological Society.* Farm Population and the War. 


Social Theory. Theodore Abel, Columbia University, Chairman. 

“Class, Occupation, Status: Problems New Middle Class’,” 
Wright Mills, University Maryland. 

“Comparative Perspectives Research Class Structure,” Robert 
Merton, Columbia University. Discussion. 


Community and Ecology. Hollingshead, Chairman. 
Round Table, and Theoretical Contributions Made 
Some Recent Community Studies.” 


Meetings designated the asterisk are not under the direct auspices the Society. 
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“The Yankee City Howard Becker, University Wisconsin. 

“Stability-Mobility Studies the Department Agriculture Rural Life 
Series,” Everett Hughes, University Chicago. 

“Community Studies the Deep South,” Robert Ford, Mississippi 
State College. 

The Family. Joint session with the National Conference Family Re- 
lations, Robert Foster, Merrill-Palmer School, Chairman. 

Topic: Problems Marriage Wartime, Meyer Nimkoff, Bucknell 
University, Presiding. 

“Changing Cultural Patterns Evident American Family Life and 
Some Indicated Post-war Margaret Mead, American Mu- 
seum Natural History. 

Discussant, John Dollard, Yale University. 

“Legal Problems Marriage Created the War Situation,” Max 
Rhinestein, Law School, University Chicago 

Discussant, Dana Brooks, Director, Division Domestic Relations, 


Common Pleas Court, Cleveland, Ohio. 
DECEMBER 29, 4:30 P.M. 
Meeting the Executive Committee. 
DECEMBER 29, 8:00 P.M. 
General Session. Harold Phelps, University Pittsburgh, Presiding. 
“Changing Concepts Democratic Ideology,” Frank Hankins, Smith 


College. 
“The Sociologist the Prophet,” Ross, University 


Wisconsin. 
Discussants: Read Bain, Miami University. Mildred Fairchild, Bryn 


Mawr College. 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30, A.M. 


Business Meeting the Society. 
DECEMBER 30, A.M. 


Measurement Sociology. Horace Hamilton, North Carolina State 


College, Chairman. 
Approach the Quantification Classes Attributes,” Louis 


Guttman, Cornell University. 
“Statistical Methods for Regional Delineation,” Margaret Jarman Ha- 


good, University North Carolina. 
Discussants: William Fuson, University Michigan. Howard Cot- 


tam, Pennsylvania State College. 
Social Control Labor Relations. Joint Session with American Associa- 
tion for Labor Legislation. John Carmody, Member Maritime 


Commission, Presiding. 
“The Public Viewpoint,” Elbert Thomas, Chairman, United States 


Senate Committee Education and Labor. 
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“Industry’s Viewpoint,” Alvin Dodd, President, American Manage- 
ment Association. 

“Labor’s Viewpoint,” Robert Watt, American Federation Labor. 

Discussants: announced. 


Rural Sociological Society.* The Health and Physical Competence the 
Rural Population. 


The Family. Joint Session with the National Conference Family 
Relations. Topic: Wartime Trends Affecting Work with Families, Adolph 
Meyer, Johns Hopkins University, Presiding. 

“The Function Marriage Counselling During Wartime,” Gladys Gay- 
lord, Maternal Health Association, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Discussant, Mrs. Emily Mudd, Marriage Counsel, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Good Mental Hygiene for the Family During the War Emer- 
Caroline Zachry, New York University. 

Discussant, Kimball Young, Queens College. 


DECEMBER 30, P.M. 


General Session. Community Organization for War and Post-War Ac- 
tivities. 

“The Civilian Front War-Time,” Jonathan Daniels, Assistant Direc- 
tor, Office Civilian Defense. 

“Local Organization for War and Peace Rural Areas,” Wilson, 
Director Extension, Department Agriculture. 

Discussants: Stuart Queen, Washington University. Ray Wakeley, 
Iowa State College. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30, P.M. 
Social Psychology. 


“Social Psychological Aspects Farmer-Bureaucracy 
Robin Williams, University Kentucky. 

“Sociability and Insight Psychotic Patients,” Mary Bess Owen, 
Logansport (Ind.) State Hospital. 

Social Psychological Theory Hypnosis,” Sarbin, University 
Michigan. 


The Challenge Industry Sociology. Joint Session with American 


Association for Labor Legislation. Grace Coyle, Western Reserve Uni- 


versity, Presiding. 

“Migratory Labor,” Carey McWilliams, California Division Immigra- 
tion and Housing. 

“The Impact War Employment the Community,” Alexander 
Fleisher, National Resources Planning Board. 

Discussants: Richard Fuller, University Michigan. Mary van 
Kleeck, Russell Sage Foundation. 


Meetings designated the asterisk are not under the direct auspices the Society. 
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Population. 

“The Occupational Adjustment One Thousand Selectees,” Eli Gins- 
berg, School Business, Columbia University. 

Other papers arranged. 

Discussants announced. 


Community and Ecology. 

and Social Structure Slum Area,” William Whyte, 
University Oklahoma. 

“The Impact War Some Communities the Southwest,” 
Tetreau, University Arizona. 

Wisconsin Rural Community: Merrimac,” Will Moody, University 
Wisconsin. 

DECEMBER 30, 4:30 P.M. 


Meeting the Executive Committee. 


DECEMBER 30, 8:00 P.M. 


General Session the Society. Joint session with the Rural Sociological 
Society and|the National Conference Family Relations. Cutler, 
Western Reserve University, Presiding. 

“Sociology the Service Agriculture and Rural Life,” Lively, 
University Missouri, President the Rural Sociological Society. 

“Sociology Means Democracy,” Dwight Sanderson, Cornell Univer- 
sity, President the American Sociological Society. 

“The Impact the War upon Marriage and the Family,” Ernest 
Burgess, University Chicago, President the National Conference 
Family Relations. 

DECEMBER 31, A.M. 

Social Theory. Theodore Abel, Columbia University, Chairman. 

“The Relation Sociology and Anthropology,” Howard Becker, Univer- 
sity Wisconsin. 

Panel Discussion: Robert Nisbet, University California; James 
Woodard, Temple University; Florian Znaniecki, University Illinois; and 
others. 

Sociology Business and Industry. Henry Pratt Fairchild, New York 
University, Chairman. 

There Societal Technicians Business?” Alfred McClung Lee, 
Wayne University. 

Paper Henry Weaver, General Motors Corporation, Detroit. 

Discussion. 


Rural Sociological Society.* Farm Laborers War-Time. 
DECEMBER 31, A.M. 


Business Meeting the Society. 


Meetings designated the asterisk are not under the direct auspices the Society. 
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DECEMBER 31, P.M. 


Measurement Sociology. Horace Hamilton, North Carolina State 
College, Chairman. 

“Experiments with Repeated Interviews Different Fields Public 
Cpinion Research,” Paul Lazarsfeld, Office Radio Research, Columbia 
University. 

“The Effect Specific New Events Morale Determined Re- 
peated Tests,” Robert Faris, Department Sociology, Bryn Mawr 
College. 

Methods Measuring Rates Change among In- 
stitutions,” Arnold Anderson and Bryce Ryan, Iowa State College. 

Discussants: Stuart Chapin, University Minnesota. George 
Lundberg, Bennington College. 


Contributed Papers. Howard Beers, University Kentucky, Chair- 
man. 

“Acculturation Arab-Syrian Community the Deep South,” Afif 
Tannous, University Minnesota. And others arranged. 

Other papers announced. 


DECEMBER 31, P.M. 


Criminology. Shalloo, University Pennsylvania, Chairman. 

“Effects the War Juvenile Delinquency,” George Gardner, M.D., 
Director Judge Baker Guidance Center, Boston, Mass. 

“War and Adult Criminality,” Walter Bromberg, M.D., Former Senior 
Psychiatrist Court General Sessions, New York City. 

“Prisoners’ Attitudes Toward the War,” Wilson Meeks, Sociologist, 
Joliet Penitentiary. 

“The Habitual Criminal,” George Brown, St. Lawrence University. 


Sociometry. George Lundberg, Bennington College, Presiding. 

“Sociology and Social Measurement,” Read Bain, Miami University. 

“The Relation Sociometry Social Measurement and the Social 
Sciences,” Dodd, American University Beirut. 

Discussants: announced. 


Round Table Social Problems the Housing War Workers. 
Maller, Public Housing Authority, Presiding. 

Participants: Members the Society’s Committee the Social Aspects 
Housing; Warren Vinton, Federal Public Housing Authority; Francis 
Brown, American Council Education; Howard Brunsman, 
Bureau the Census; Louis Wirth, University Chicago; and others. 


Committee Conceptual Integration.* Raymond Bowers, University 
Rochester, presiding. 


DECEMBER 4:30 P.M. 


Meeting the New Executive Committee. 


Meetings designated the asterisk are not under the direct auspices the Society. 
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Bureau the Census. Director Capt the Bureau the Census has 
announced the appointment, effective July 1942, Dr. Philip Hauser Assistant Direc- 
tor the Census Bureau. Dr. Hauser charge social statistics the Bureau, includ- 
ing population and housing statistics, vital statistics, the census agriculture, and statistics 
relating state and local government Dr. Henry Sheldon, Jr., the staff the Sociology 
Department the University Rochester, has accepted position the Population Division 
the Census Bureau. 


Department State. distinguished Argentineans are Washington for 
two months’ tour this country the invitation the Department State. Dr. Teodora 
Becu, the well known man letters and adviser the Lozada publishing firm, arrived air 
July and Dr. Soler, Professor Law the University Cérdoba and Judge 
the Court Appeals Rosario, arrived July Dr. Becu has represented his country 
official delegate the International Aeronautical Congress Rome 1922 and the 
World Monetary and Economic Congress London 1933. active member the 
Society Argentine Bibliophiles and past editor The and Social Science Review 
Buenos has published two books and several monographs banking. Dr. Soler 
well known penalist and outstanding authority juvenile delinquency. While 
this country will give special attention juvenile courts and reform schools.” 


American.Council Education. With the release this month Selected Educational 
Motion Pictures: Descriptive Encyclopedia, entirely new type educational film catalog 
becomes available for teachers and administrators. This encyclopedia has been prepared and 
published the Motion Picture Project under the Committee Motion Pictures Educa- 
tion, Ben Graham, chairman. Its purpose facilitate the effective utilization films 
the curriculum American schools and colleges. contains essential information approxi- 
mately 16-mm. motion pictures selected result the classroom use films during the 
five-year evaluation program. The encyclopedia selective, not exhaustive. The 
films included are not claimed the 500 best films for general education, but films that 
have been reported valuable when used for specific The Encyclopedia available 
from the American Council Education, 744 Jackson Place, Washington, sells for 


$3.00. 


The Australian Institute Sociology has just been formed. Its purpose and activities 
will very similar those the American Sociological Society. would glad establish 
relations with and interchange information. One its own first pieces work will 
publish for Australian consumption, Digest sociological research carried out other 
parts the world, order create informed opinion and stimulate interest social 
research Australia. [From letter Dr. Phelps from Aileen Fitzpatrick, Prudential Build- 
ing, Hamilton Street, Sydney, Australia.] 


National Council for the Social Studies. Aconferenceon Education Wartime and 
After” will held New York City during the Thanksgiving holidays, November 26-28. 
Government officials and social scientists will meet with teachers from elementary and second- 
ary schools consider what policies and practices should govern social-studies teaching 
the United States during the war. Conclusions the conference will subsequently published 
the National Council. Anyone interested attending all part the conference should 
write for further information Wilbur Murra, executive secretary, National Council for 
the Social Studies, 1201 Sixteenth St., W., Washington, 


The Rural Settlement Institute. Heinrich Infeld, who taught last year City College 
New York and was visiting professor Columbia University, has been appointed executive 
director the Rural Settlement Institute. Founded Edward Norman, honorary presi- 
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dent the New York State Credit Union League, the Institute has sponsored field studies 
significant developments the field cooperative settlement, such the Palestinian 
Kvutzah and the cooperative farms the Farm Security Administration. The testimony 
before the Senate Sub-Committee Appropriations, given research director Joseph 
Eaton, has been given the credit for eliminating the clause against cooperative farming proj- 
ects from the Agricultural Appropriations Bill for 1943. Bibliography and Research Guide 
cooperative group farming, prepared members the staff the Institute, being published 


Sperry Gyroscope Company, Brooklyn, Delbert Miller, whose article appears 
this issue, writes follows. State has given leave absence 
serve Conference Training Supervisor Sperry. All supervisors from plant managers 
leaders meet conference discuss their common problems. Conferences serve clearing 
house for criticisms and recommendations. Top management turn uses the Supervisory 
Conference Plan channel present possible policy changes its supervisors. the six 
weeks have been here have been impressed with the way which unskilled workers can 
adapted the work making precision instruments. have seen women from the ten cent 
stores and just out ready wear put work engraving instruments one week after 
reporting 


Harvard University. The degree Master Arts Teaching established Harvard 
1936 has now been reorganized. Taking account undergraduate studies Education, 
the program now makes fully possible for competent students from good colleges attain 
the degree after one year graduate study Harvard. 


State College. Arnold Anderson presents memorandum prepared com- 
mittee from the Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station and Extension Service the request 
the Story County Council Defense. This memorandum deals with Opportunities and Re- 
sponsibilities the County Defense Council; General Program for Civilian War Participa- 
tion; Some Things that can Done Once: Specific Programs; Next Steps County and 
Community Organization for War Work Community Mobilization. unusually clear 
and conercte statement program community organization for defense which might serve 
guide other communities. available mimeographed form, pages. 


University Kansas. Dr. Loren has been promoted from assistant pro- 
fessor associate professor Anthropology. Under research grant from the University 
Kansas, will work this summer the American Museum Natural History New York 
City, completing project physical anthropology undertaken during post-doctoral fellow- 
ship awarded him the Social Science Research Council 1940-41. 


Michigan State College. Dr. Charles Hoffer, the Department Sociology 
Michigan State College, was member the summer staff West Virginia University. Dr. 
Howard Howson, Vassar, again taught the summer course Marriage Michigan 
State. Approximately 100 seniors and graduate students are enrolled the two sections which 
are offered. 


University Missouri. Professor Lively was elected president the Rural 
Sociological Society its annual meeting New York last December. Brewton Berry, asso- 
ciate professor sociology, has been elected fellow the Society American Archeology, 
and has been awarded grant-in-aid the Social Science Research Council for the prepara- 
tion book the Indians Missouri. 

Ronald Almack has resigned instructor rural sociology, and has accepted position 
with the Bureau Agricultural Economics, the Milwaukee, Wis., Regional Office. Harold 
Kaufmann, who received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees the University Missouri, 
and will receive his Ph.D. from Cornell August, has been appointed instructor rural sociol- 
ogy. Forrest Kellogg, who has been instructor sociology, has resigned accept position 
assistant professor Texas and College. 

George Blair and Bertrand, research assistants, have resigned accept commissions 
the Army and Navy, respectively; and their positions have been taken Annabelle White- 
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side, B.A., Miss. State College for Women, and Morse, B.A.,M.A., Columbia Univer- 
sity. 


University North Carolina. Dr. Margaret Jarman Hagood, research associate 
the Institute for Research Social Science, University North Carolina, and associate pro- 
fessor social statistics, has been appointed senior social scientist and head the Section 
Population the Bureau Agricultural Economics the Department Agriculture, 
Washington. This work carries with important responsibility the study population 
the United States and especially rural-urban migration and the study farm people. Dr. 
Hagood will also teach certain courses statistics the Graduate School the Department 
Agriculture. 


St. Cloud Teacher's College, Minnesota. 1st Lieut. Leslie Zeleny, who served the 
Air Force World War now training the Officers’ Training School, Army Air Corps, 
Miami Beach, Fla. 


Temple University. the request the Federal Department Justice, Negley 
Teeters has been given permission the university make survey the Federal prisons 
several states. has been requested evaluate the treatment program developed for Fed- 
eral prisoners penitentiaries Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia, Georgia and Kentucky. 
After six-weeks tour the prisons, Teeters will return Washington and file his report with 
the Department Justice. 


Virginia Polytechnic Institute. Dean Price and Leland Tate have introduced 
what believed the first Basic Rural Sociology course arranged for freshmen any col- 
lege agriculture. Under accelerated war-time program three sections the course were 
given this summer, and will repeated during the fall quarter. Associate professor 
Folse, now leave absence, infantry officer attached the Air Corps Bolling Field, 
Emerson Books, Inc., New York, have announced the publication book assist- 
ant professor John Newton Baker entitled, Sex Education High Schools. This survey 
the experiences high schools with their courses sex education. 

Researchers Garnett and Allen Edwards, the Agricultural Experiment Station, 
are cooperating with various state agencies, making studies population pressure and 
rural health and nutrition. They have recently completed studies marginal population, rural 
youth, and sample Virginia communities. William Roney, research assistant, left recently 
for Washington begin service with the Civilian Training Division the Army Signal 
Corps. Eure, assistant rural sociology extension work, Army service and sta- 
tioned Fort Monroe, Va. 


Washington University. Bernard gave two courses the University Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley, during the summer session: Social Psychology and the Sociology War. 
that the enrollment was large and the climate wonderful. 


University Wisconsin. The Book Review Department The American Socio- 
logical Review now under the editorship Professors Leland DeVinney and Thomas 
McCormick, both Wisconsin. Professor DeVinney replaces Howard Becker editor. 

Professor Becker has become editor the Heath Social Relations Series text- 
books. The first text this series will entitled, Marriage and the Family, which edited 
Howard Becker and Reuben Hill, and which symposium growing out the Marriage and 
Family course the University Wisconsin. 

the curriculum the Department Sociology, new division has been drawn 
cover the field population. Mr. Milton Yinger has been appointed instructor Sociology 
Ohio Wesleyan. 


The District Columbia Chapter the American Sociological Society will meet October 
7:15 p.m., the guest George Washington University. The meeting will include panel 
discussion Measurement American War-Time Attitudes; participants are: Stouffer, 
Paul Lazarsfeld, Leonard Cottrell, Carl Hoveland, Fohn Riley, Fr. The Secretary 
the Chapter Professor Fohn Holt the University Maryland. 
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University Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin 


Dodd: Dimensions Society. Quantitative Systematics for the Social Sciences. Bell. 707 
Dodd: Dimensions Society. Quantitative Systematics for the Social Sciences. Talcott 


Maclver: Social Causation. Donald 714 
Warner and Lunt: The Status System Modern Community, Yankee City Series, Volume 

Goodwin: The Social Organization the Western Apache. Morris Edward 723 
Opler: Apache Life-Way. Florian 724 
Leyburn: The Haitian People. Charles 726 
Gist: Secret Societies: Cultural Study Fraternalism the United States. Ruth Bene- 

Anderson: Desert Saints: The Mormon Frontier Utah. Vardis Fisher............... 730 
Nottingham: Methodism and the Frontier. Indiana Proving Ground. Milton Yinger... 733 
Russell: The History Quakerism. Allan 735 
Wright and Tinling: The Secret Diary William Byrd Westover, 1709-1712. Floyd 


What Democracy Mcant the Greeks. Schermerhorn 

Fell: The Foundations Nativism American Textbooks, 1783-1860. Mueller. 740 
The Internment Aliens. Gottfried 741 
Johnson: Prisoners War. Jerome Davis 


Dimensions Society. Quantitative Systematics for the Social Sciences. 
Carter Dopp. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1942. 
Pp. $12.00. 


Because the technical mathematical aspects Dimensions Society has seemed 


advisable have reviewed both mathematician and sociologist. The two reviews 
follow. 


The editors asked only for appraisal, working mathematician, 
the mathematics this book. This notice will confined strictly the 
mathematical aspect the which the book expounds. sub- 
stantiate the conclusion reached, will necessary first recall some 
the salient characteristics mathematical theory any science, and 
point out what such theory reasonably may expected accomplish. 
borne mind that this summary refers mathematics is, 
not may become, and the existing applications mathematics the 
sciences. theory lacks the characteristics noted, not thereby neces- 
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sarily wrong, trivial, useless; merely not mathematical, and de- 
scribe mathematical press provocative familiarities reputable 
language. 

mathematical theory proceeds strict deductive reasoning from cer- 
tain explicitly stated assumptions. The reasoning usually is, but need not 
be, carried symbolism differing from the verbal symbols common 
language. The undefined terms the postulates the theory may fur- 
ther described explained popular terms; but any such explication the 
meaning the postulates outside the theory and plays part its 
formal development. Until the postulates have been stripped verbiage 
and displayed where anyone seeing them can recognize glance what 
being assumed, the mathematics has not begun. The reference page 
notwithstanding, the postulates which the S-theory based appear 
somewhat elusive, indeed there are any. 

Mathematical symbolism has two chief functions. First, usually con- 
denses certain verbal expressions and fixes their meaning. Second, 
some degreé algoristic. The second feature that which distinguishes 
mathematics from stenography, which possesses the first characteristic 
slight extent. The data given situation may, conceivably, sym- 
bolized any one indefinite number ways. The simpler the symbols 
used the better. But this only the tentative first step; and matter how 
how readily apprehended the symbols may be, 
there mathematics about them until processes for combining the 
symbols, according standardized rules devised once for all, have been 
prescribed. the symbolism not utterly barren, the rules must 
such that, when applied given combinations symbols, new and 
pretable combinations, not immediately obvious, result; short, the sym- 
bolism must inherently creative. 

well devised symbolism will suggest operations performed 
the symbols; the operations will then reveal unsuspected affinities between 
the symbols. Pure and applied mathematics abound these creative algo- 
rithms. There more pathetic misapprehension the nature and func- 
tion mathematics than the trite cliché that mathematics shorthand. 
mathematics were nothing more than that, would sterile formalism 
incapable generating the least the great theories mathematical 
physics. sum up: mere symbolization any discipline not even 
respectable parody mathematics; and until something creative done 
with the symbols, there reason suppose that particular symboliza- 
tion stands the slightest chance being mathematically useful. For all its 
symbols, theory may take the name mathematics vain. 

The foregoing remarks may pointed three specific instances, all 
alluded the book. The author asks (p. 918), tensor theory 
applied all reverence may suggested that God alone 
knows, and that the mere mathematical man not likely find out until, 
ever, something the spirit and the technical apparatus tensor theory, 
more useful than its picturesque language, introduced into S-theory. 
What makes tensors prized physics are such humdrum details mathe- 
matical technique contraction and covariant differentiation, which 
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mechanically generate new tensors from given tensors, and which more than 
once have surprised the exploring physicist disclosing things had not 
anticipated were concealed the symbolism. Similarly for sociological 
vectors protomathematics: what shall profit sociologist, anyone 
else, dub certain object vector when the object question has, 
very doubtful best, only the most trivial all properties vectors? And 
what, precisely, gained exhibiting impressive-looking societal ma- 
trix when nothing done with it, and the matrix has common with the 
matrices used mathematicians and physicists only its deceptively sug- 
gestive name? there any point talking learnedly the rank 
the matrix” (Note 12, 439) until has been shown that “‘the rank 
the matrix” more than meaningless collocation words S-theory? 
Or, contrast the symbolism itself with its invoked congener, the symbo- 
lism mathematical logic: that symbolism does not stop with the proposal 
that the logical “‘and” denoted the algebra; 
continues, and shows that when classes propositions are combined ac- 
cording the algebraic rules connoted “multiplication,” 
the outcome automatically makes sense. The S-theory has yet take its 
first step toward generative mathematical symbolism. number 
imposing references highly cultivated fields mathematics, and reck- 
less abuse the mathematical vocabulary, can themselves transform 


theory not yet mathematical into anything more substantially mathematical 


than feeble mathematical pun. 

The “Research Suggestions” (Appendix III) contain several queries 
relating possibilities for mathematical developments, for example, 
dimensional analysis societal situations used, dimensional analysis 
sional Analysis. Offhand, mathematician would say, probably not, 
least until someone can give meaningful answer such exactly analogous 
questions as, many yards buttermilk does take make pair 
britches for Such queries some those Sugges- 
may seem profound the mathematically uninitiated; least 
one mathematician trade they seem profoundly pretentious. 

The reader’s difficulties will not mathematical nature; for beyond 
chapter the classical theory correlation, there mathematics 
the book. for the technic (pp. consisting 
translating S-theory into terms vectors with their points, lines, and 
seems fritter out new nebulousness” (p. 120), 
evaporating finally unimplemented aspiration for mathematical 
theory human relationships. Only sociologists can say whether this 
what they want. is, the book offers hint how produce the theory, 
desirable otherwise might be, beyond repeated exhortations similar 
those which urge the faithful get Heaven they can. 

California Institute Technology 


his own explicit terms the author this exceedingly formidable work 
regards its most important contribution towards building science 
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sociology, the sociological concepts into consistent system.” 
claim made here that S-theory, whatever else its inadequacies may 
be, does develop such system (italics text) for the sociological segment 
knowledge, better than any other sociological system offered 
(p. 839). this very far-reaching claim justified? The reviewer’s opinion 
make greater contributions the systematic generalized analysis social 
phenomena. 

the sense the great tradition science, that which the clas- 
sical mechanics the physico-chemical system Willard Gibbs are sys- 
tems, Professor Dodd does not really develop theoretical system all, 
even its beginnings, but only what may called With his 
formulate many concepts, describe many classes empirical phenomena 
certain ways, and undertake certain kinds limited analyses inter- 
relationships, for the most part the sort which are already well known 
statistical fields. that level Dodd, besides his ingenious treatment 
many particular problems, has probably accomplished work syste- 
matization, that has brought within single scheme notation many 
different fields which have previously not been unified that way. How 
far this important contribution, and conversely, what difficulties 
Dodd becomes involved making it, the present reviewer not highly 
competent judge, and will not here. 

But quite clear that S-theory totally incapable even approach- 
ing the level generalized dynamic analysis which the great achieve- 
ment the systems cited from the history the physical sciences, even 
the much more modest level attained such sciences physiology, dy- 
namic psychology, certain fields social science, all which latter use 
“structural-functional” approach the problem formulating system. 
the contention this review that, this context the meaning 
system, not only can Dodd’s claim have offered the best available system 
not admitted, but general adoption S-theory would positively impede 
the achievement the highest levels generalized analysis attainable 
the present state the subject. 

theoretical system the sense course conceptual 
scheme, set logically interrelated and consistent concepts—a category 
into which Dodd’s S-theory also falls. But conceptual scheme 
particular type which S-theory not included. The interrelated concepts 
true theoretical system are adapted the systematic description and 
analysis any one class “empirical systems,” phenomena which 
are interdependent such way that the system “‘behaves” 
some important sense and degree whole, unit. Classical examples 
are the solar system, the physico-chemical system the blood, and the 
organism treated the physiologist. The scientific function the the- 
oretical system precisely make dynamic analysis the behavior the 
empirical system whole possible, thereby eliminating certain the 
dangerous forms abstraction inherent time” analytical 
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procedure. One fundamental condition the determinacy theoretical 
system the adequacy with which defines, and provides set gener- 
alized categories for the description of, the relevant class empirical sys- 
tems—that is, contains “generalized the descriptive level. 

This the first fundamental point which Dodd’s system breaks down. 
far too general describe determinate class systems. Two its 
basic variables, space and time, are general all concrete empiri- 
cal phenomena whatever. merely the people, does not struc- 
turally distinguish human populations from any other, even the 
tion” molecules gas. Then everything else, everything which 
distinctive the structure human socia/ systems which, after all, are 
the subject-matter Dodd’s studies, thrown into residual cate- 
gory, (1). This includes literally which can, 
the logical sense, person, the relationships persons, their 
behavior, any aggregate persons. Any specific differentiation, classi- 
fication structuring the characteristics people is, with few ex- 
ceptions such those mentioned presently, left the hoc consider- 
ation the particular empirical situation studied. this basis 
clearly impossible build generalized description determinate 
class empirical systems. 

Consider the analogy: sense somewhat comparable Dodd’s 
the unit system classical mechanics the Time and space 
surely need treated explicitly the system. Also know the number 
particles essential. But then, describing “state the system,” the 
student mechanics would, according the logic S-theory, proceed 
determine every possible observable characteristic every particle, and 
the relations and aggregates particles. These would the 
the more them the more adequate—for the solution the dynamic 
problems mechanics. But surely Dodd must aware that the fruitful- 
ness the theory mechanics has not been achieved such procedure, 
but has depended the rigorous se/ection those variables which are sig- 
nificant the system, notably, besides location space, mass, velocity, 
and direction motion. Density, color, shape, and many other observable 
properties particles are totally ignored. Without that rigorous selection 
variables there would laws mechanics. But Dodd literally gives 
basis whatever for the analogous selection social systems, and 
hence offers possibility laying the foundations for the formulation 
dynamic laws.” 

Indeed, Dodd apparently unaware the difference between his level 
and that mechanics. Thus introduces (p. 744) series 
propositions about which regards directly analogous 
Newton’s three laws motion. the Newtonian system has 
very specific meaning relation the structure the empirical system. 
can quite specifically described constituting definite kind 
change the “‘state the But for Dodd substitutes 
his statements, simply “change,” which himself defines 
changes the status population its process.” This 
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including does reference all conceivable characteristics, not 
any way analogous motion mechanics. fact has determinate 
meaning terms any specific class empirical systems. 

compared the specific determinacy theoretical system, 
you can say almost anything—almost, but not quite. Anyone 
with experience translation knows that two languages exactly cor- 
respond. Perhaps the bulk Dodd’s book essentially work transla- 
tion, the translation propositions previously stated other terms into 
the notation S-theory. But not unusual for translators introduce, 
for the most part, unconsciously, subtle biases interpretation. How does 
Dodd translate current treatments social structure into his language? 

long and complicated development the static aspect S-systems 
culminates Chapter VII “Interrelations.” This, anything, the 
author’s most generalized formulation the field social structure—or 
prefers say. Here proceeds develop the subject 
surface” three-dimensional model. These are, there- 
fore, three dimensions structural interrelations persons society, 
which refers “horizontal,” and the analysis 
being built terms the distance” scheme Bogardus. 
Horizontal distance denotes varying degrees vertical 
superiority-inferiority, and lateral—he not quite sure—probably mainly 
One wonders how, take rather elementary example, variations kin- 
ship structure could adequately analyzed terms this scheme. 

Professor Dodd’s scheme interrelations shows the book evidence 
being derived from careful analysis the structural data available for 
different social systems. seems, rather, imposed his language. 
necessary for him find “dimensions” which can represented 
vectors. Their number need not, sure, limited three, but how 
much more convenient they can be! the literature social anthropol- 
ogy, comparative law, and comparative institutional sociology, there 
immense amount empirical material and structural analysis available for 
laying the foundations generalized static theory social structure. 
Dodd ignores practically all this, not because presents evidence that 
not empirically sound important, but because most not well 
adapted statement his language. its place gives what thor- 
oughly competent student comparative social structure cannot but regard 
very primitive structural scheme, the adoption which would throw 
away the fruits immense amount work. 

Perhaps even more glaring example the treatment the “space” 
sector (Chapter VIII). Dodd quite rightly points out that “In societal data 
space important only its relation human life.” But then proceeds 
make the bald, totally unsupported assertion relation usually 
expressed the form explicit implied ratio” (p. 453), and therefore 
confines his treatment densities. But the social significance home 
expressible ratio persons cubic space? the significance na- 
tional boundaries expressible density? Again, there evidence that 
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this dictum result the study the structure social systems their 
relations physical space. But very convenient for the language 
S-theory, and ratios lend themselves readily statistical manipulation, 
while such things symbolic significances not. 

Other examples could cited but lack space forbids. Dodd belongs 
the group admirers the physical sciences who take considerable pride 
their Thus speaks much mathematics (with 
what justice the accompanying review Bell may help judge— 
eds.) precision, operational observation and verification. rather 
free accusing his less mathematical colleagues being vague, 
“speculative,” etc. Yet reflection about his book, one finds curious im- 
pression crystallizing, that far from being notably ex- 
traordinarily piece work. True, there are any number 
facts cited. But they are not marshalled throw light any empirical 
problems generalized theoretical significance. far empirical problems 
are concerned his facts might chosen purely random; there are 
criteria importance. The selective principle seems the formal 
one; namely, their amenability statement S-theory notation. Their 
arrangement that the logical building the notational scheme it- 
self, not the structure empirical systems, relevance dynamic 
empirical problems. 

Again, there extraordinary amount definition. Most what Dodd 
(erroneously, believe) calls are not generalized theoretical 
propositions numerical relationships, but are definitions, his translations 
current terms into S-notation, most cases without even question 
numerical equivalence the two sides. There is, contrast, notable 
absence even attempted dynamic analysis. 

may suggested that above all the clear-cut orientation the 
structure empirical systems and empirical problems their function- 
ing whole, which, other theoretical works, provides the organizing 
focus for handling complex body material. Dodd conspicuously lacks 
any such focus. Its place apparently has taken purely formal 
standard reference, the logical ramifications his particular language. 
This surely not empirical orientation the meaning the best traditions 
science. 

Dodd very insistent adhering certain kind 
level treatment, which perhaps the best expression his requirement 
that every concept and proposition capable adequate representation 
vectoral geometry. insist this him principal criterion 
being truly scientific. But remains open question whether the struc- 
ture social systems can adequately represented this way, even 
freed the limitations three-dimensional rectilinear space. Perhaps the 
most important question that whether all values variables can 
treated points linear continua. The present evidence seems 
strongly against this being true. 

But that the last analysis may: may well true that Dodd’s 
starting points could conceivably lead eventually the formulation 
genuinely dynamic theoretical system for social phenomena, might even 
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that would prove the most generalized all possible systems. 
But its present form not system all and there indication 
the book how could developed into one, even awareness 
that this could important. There should, however, nothing but en- 
couragement for anyone who wishes try. 

But would tragedy all sociologists should stampede onto Dodd’s 
bandwagon and henceforth talk only the language S-theory. For this 
language imposes certain formal requirements which, the present state 
sociological knowledge, make compulsory rule out consideration 
precisely those aspects the scientific knowledge human social be- 
havior where much more than the bare beginnings working theoretical 
system are already existence and widespread use. This most fully 
developed, broad terms, the structural-functional treatment social 
systems. Its foundation lies the generalized treatment social structure 
which, both sociological and anthropological quarters, has been making 
rapid strides toward systematic unification. The integration this scheme 
with analysis motivation socially defined situations the work 
such authors Thomas, Malinowski, Margaret Mead, and various 
other sociologists, anthropologists and psychoanalysts, has already made 
very important beginnings toward systematizing the dynamic aspects 
the theory the behavior social systems. 

Surely one the most remarkable things about Dodd’s book his 
persistent ignoring the work that has already been done the field 
systematic social theory. explicitly claims, quoted above, that his 
S-theory than any other sociological system offered date.” 
But his index authors, while liberally sprinkled with references Eu- 
bank, does not contain single reference Marx, Pareto, Durkheim, Max 
Weber, Freud, Thomas, Malinowski. sure, none these 
writers thought terms that are easily translatable into the notation 
S-theory. But some have been brought believe that usefulness 
solving significant problems, not conformity with formal system 
notation, was the principal criterion the scientific standing concep- 
tual scheme. Dodd seems have allowed his formalism rule out even the 
elementary obligation critical analysis the work those others over 
whom sets his own claim superiority. 

Parsons 


Harvard University 


Social Causation. Boston: Ginn and Company, 1942. 

Pp. 414. 

The central theme Social Causation the dual proposition that (1) 
causation such, whether the physico-biological the social realm, 
something more than correlation and observed sequence,” 
and (2) that causation the social realm different from causation the 
physical realm because the presence subjective factors. Building 
this foundation, endeavors chart useable method discover- 
ing causal relationship which will steer middle ground between the free 
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and easy analysts who attribute causal relationship every time they see 
correlation, and the nihilists who think causal explanations futile because 
all things the world are interrelated that impossible isolate any 
single factor from the web the cause anything else. 

Causation Maclver means that one event “necessarily follows” an- 
other, that determines the cannot agree with David Hume, 
Bertrand Russell, and the mathematical school sociologists who contend 
that causation can scientifically mean only statement 
succession,” correlation formula, and that the statement that 
thing makes another remnant primitive animism.” The 
student social causation must beyond correlation tables and 
search for necessary link between events. Unfortunately fails 
“bound to”—and thus places himself the position using them his 
discussion and then tacitly assuming that his meaning the only possibe 
meaning. classic example his question-begging refutation Hume: “If 
Hume convinced that was right would have proved himself 
wrong, since was his reasoning that caused change mind (italics 

Though maintains that causation correlation plus something 
more, fails tell what the something is, save implicitly reference 
the feeling people have when they think one event’s another. 
fails disclose how given case determines whether 
really present whether there merely correlation. may suspected 
that when states that two factors are correlated, but are not cause and 
effect, what really must mean that extended our experimentation 
and our number cases, would find experimental situation which 
correlated factor was not linked correlated factor For example, many 
medical men contend that correlation between smoking and shorter life 
does not indicate causation, both being symptoms certain nervous in- 
stability. For practical purposes what they mean that if, experimentally, 
were able force group persons who had smoked for several years 
break off permanently, they would live longer than their fellows who 
kept smoking. That is, the correlation between smoking and shorter 
life would break down. When have sort feeling” that 
causation not present case correlation, presumably all mean 
that our experience leads believe that under different conditions 
would not accompany and that certain further cases were included 
our correlation analysis, the high correlation would cease exist. 

any rate, fails convincingly demonstrate the nature 
the more” which would place causation halfway between the 
subjective feeling pushing something and mere state- 
ment observed Nor does clarify his discussion 
repeated appeals reveal the hidden link: 
body knows what causality means”; experience dynamic beings 
progressively confirms the reality causation”; concept causa- 
tion... derived from the primary experience living environ- 
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ment.” Presumably everyone also “knows” that the sun rotates about the 
earth, but fortunate for science that the Ptolemaic universe not 
evaluated such grounds. 

Maclver seems find his firmest ground his discussion general 

methods analyzing social causation—what calls the quest for “the 
specific Why.” The kind thing the scientist must attempt is, for example, 
analyze relationship between the eating poisoned dish and the 
death the eater which certainly significant and which wish ex- 
amine without dragging the whole universe.” (We know, for example, 
that had the individual stayed out all night and slept through breakfast, 
presumably would not have died, but not admit failure spend 
the night out pertinent cause the demise.) Practical considerations 
tell that the normal activities eating not ordinarily cause death, 
that the intrusion the poisoned dish was followed death, and exam- 
ine the role the which has disturbed the normal routine. 
accumulate data cases where poisoned dishes were eaten, and 
cases where the total situation was the same, save for the poisoned food, 
and note respective results. have then established correlation, 
which either the physical the social sciences step toward disclosure 
“the specific Why.” The idea the makes clear that when 
trend changes unusual event takes place, for practical purposes 
tend seek for some intruding factor which has disturbed the normal equi- 
librium affairs, and not elaborate fruitlessly the fact that every- 
thing that ever happened was some sense cause the change. the 
same time Maclver pertinently warns against carrying the idea 
librium” and too far, for move,” have change 
inherent them well external them, and the notion that change 
always the result the intrusion external factor into assumedly 
static social equilibrium typically reactionary point view. 

Having demonstrated that can, experimentally, isolate causes, Mac- 
Iver then attacks those who toss causal relationships around too freely. 
quite correct stating that there are too many people who ascribe 
“causation” lightly wherever some correlation may found, and who fail 
ask whether the correlated occurrences are really relationship, 
i.e., practically, whether elimination one from the social scene will result 
eliminating the other, whether injection one into the picture will 
produce the other. also cautions the man” and “unusual 
event” school historians, pointing out that every link part the causal 
chain, and that therefore change the course history can ascribed 
individual personality fortuitous event without analyzing 
the total situation present the time. This concept fortified such 
statements that quoted from Frank Tannenbaum: “The criminal 
the product the sum our institutions.” effect, the social body 
organism, not mechanism, single factor operates save network 
interrelationships, and therefore the concept the single 
useful scientific device but one with limitations. 

Aside from the nature causation general, previously discussed, 
holds that causation relationships goes beyond 
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correlation for special reason. Correlated factors social realms become 
meaningful only when they enter “the dynamic experience human 
beings” and generate social values. Here the author introduces the concept 
“dynamic assessment,” which approximately equivalent 
Thomas’ the situation.” person can predict explain 
the behavior individual group merely the basis the existing 
external conditions. treatment the causes divorce typifies 
this approach. Objective factors—economic independence women, de- 
mands urban residence, etc.—do not satisfactorily explain temporal 
spatial variations divorce rates. must, therefore, cease searching for 
causation objective factors and conclude that more prevalent 
those areas where the continuity the family through several genera- 
tions has less significance the scheme cultural values than formerly 
than elsewhere.” 

This particular analysis, while valid reproach extreme objectivists, 
also illustrates the weaknesses those who the other extreme and, 
beyond insisting that subjective factors are scientific data, tend treat 
them privileged data because their prominence individual feelings. 
Maclver’s analysis, for example, statement causal relationship 
mere tautology, i.e., are unstable where they are 
May the “cultural values” possibly attributed the actors, least 
part, the investigator after observing the fact divorce? Even the actors 
express these values, may they merely their behavior after 
the fact? the light present psychological findings concerning motiva- 
tion, how far can trust the individual’s subjective feeling that the valua- 
tion caused the divorce? What reason have for believing that valuation 
and act should not rather treated joint results certain socio-eco- 


nomic factors? Finally, even valuation does intervene between socio- 


economic factors and the individual divorces, must one not first show why 
the va/uation varies temporally and spatially, and thus not back where 
started—with objective socio-economic factors? 

Beyond the mere demonstration that social motives, goals, and values 
exist unique element that kind causation called social, there the 
problem determining how important take them into account 
when are trying explain social causation prelude social control, 
and what methods are weigh their causal influence they are 
important. The life insurance actuary, for example, gets along satisfac- 
torily predicting fine hair line certain element population statis- 
tics, without any reference individual “dynamic assessments.” 
predicting parole and marriage success are justified dealing large 
extent with objective background factors, and referring subjective moti- 
vations only inference, assuming that persons with similar objective 
backgrounds will react approximately similar ways similar situations. 
How useful, may ask, penetration into individual definitions situa- 
tions, when the aim science generalization and prediction for 
social groups? Though may interested knowing, for example, the 
various reasons why individuals commit crimes, for practical purposes 
can predict the criminal trend for given populations areas (or the birth 
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rate, divorce rate, suicide rate, illegitimacy rate), and even adjust for the 
intrusion army cantonment, munitions plant, particular popula- 
tion element, without inquiring the particular individual motivations 
which objective factors may arouse individuals. Given certain external 
conditions, the individuals may interesting, 
but predicting social behavior social scientists often act though 
they did not exist. 

The final problem raised seems the question how 
are make use subjective factors can demonstrate that explana- 
tion, prediction, and social control are served taking them explicitly 
into account. can, through the methods sympathetic introspection 
which suggests, reconstruct the conscious experience and feeling tone 
person committing divorce crime, and realize how important this 
experience for him; but scientists our question not, how important 
the subjective experience for him, but how important for the social 
scientist the social planner who wishes understand and control the 
behavior people like him. From the practical standpoint, the crux the 
problem weighting subjective factors seems question which 
Maclver never explicitly raises: what extent are subjective attitudes 
toward, say, divorce crime dependent upon the existence certain ex- 
ternal conditions, and what extent may such attitudes and values 
inserted through education propaganda regardless what done with 
external conditions? the extent that they may inserted and operate 
change behavior regardless objective circumstances, may consider 
subjective attitudes but the extent that they wither and die save 
nourished the fertile ground provided particularly advantageous 
set socio-economic conditions, they may considered mere by-prod- 
ucts. 

The question cannot answered, Maclver seems prone answer it, 
weighting subjective factors priori and assigning them privileged 
order simply because they are subjective. cannot treat such factors 
though they were air plants without roots objective experience. 
cannot take the causal importance which people ascribe their own 
other people’s feelings face value. order answer our question 
must subject these data the same scientific criteria and methods cor- 
relation applicable objective data. weight, for example, the causal 
efficacy anti-social anti-familial attitudes divorce and crime, 
must use statistical techniques similar those use correlating family 
income, educational experience, age marriage, type neighborhood, 
and the like. Otherwise such factors are data for science, and statements 
causal relationship based them will remain the precarious realm 
“common sense explanations.” 

book will most valuable for persons who are prone dis- 
miss subjective factors lightly, and for those who will derive benefit from 
his discussion the methods which specific Why” may disen- 
tangled from the web social causation. Chapter Seven “Cause 
Incentive,” and Chapter Eight Responsible contain 
very pertinent treatments the problems free will, motives and drives 
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(including the Freudian libido) causal agents, and criminal respon- 
sibility. 

The major single weakness the book, and unfortunately one around 
which much the basic argument built, the tendency fall back 
“common sense”’ scientific evidence. Despite its elaboration, Mac- 
Iver’s interpretation causation ultimately winds sophisticated 
version what the man the street thinks about it. Also, though sub- 
jective factors undoubtedly have great significance, too much weight 
given the way people about them. The cause science not 
served repeated appeals “general remains, beyond showing 
that subjective factors are present everybody’s experience, 
show how their weight social causation can scientifically measured. 


Sterling College 


The Status System Modern Community, Yankee City Series, Volume II. 
Warner and Paut Lunt. New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1942. Pp. $3.00. 


According the authors’ preface, this second volume the Yankee 
City Series “gives detailed description and careful analysis the social 
institutions this community” and shows how the England subjects 
live well-ordered existence according status system maintained 
these several social institutions.” The word here used 
special sense apparently, for approximately two-thirds the book consists 
charts and tables, and much the rest given over explanations 
the tabulations. 

The basic problem which the authors set themselves explain 
not inconsiderable variations behavior among members given class.” 
accomplish this, the relationship between class membership and af- 
filiation the various “‘social examined. Obviously the use- 
fulness the procedure rests the validity the concept the six social 
classes (upper-upper, lower-upper, upper-middle, lower-middle, upper- 
lower, lower-lower) and the seven social structures (association, clique, 
family, economic, school, church, political) defined for Yankee City the 
first volume the series. the opinion the reviewer, the class hierarchy 
arbitrary and the structural list far from inclusive, but critical examina- 
tion these fundamental assumptions lies outside the scope this review. 
First the interrelations are charted for each social structure separately. 
take the association example, nineteen class types association 
are recognized, ranging from No. which draws its members from the 
upper-upper class exclusively, No. 19, whose members are all from the 
lower-lower class. chart which these nineteen types association 
are arranged across the top the page and the six classes are listed ver- 
tically, lateral distribution class representation associations 

worked out. Fifty-four different combinations class mem- 
bership types association are identified. This process repeated for 
the other social structures. For instance, twenty-four class types families 
are predicated and fifty family positions result. Finally, and this the authors 
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undoubtedly consider their most important achievement, master 
chart derived the conversion the structural positions the several 
diagrams into general system positions. This accomplished super- 
imposing, were, the seven charts pertaining the social structures, 
and combining single unit any two more the class types which 
coincide. Thus the class types are reduced thirty-four and the number 
positions which result from their relation the six classes eighty-nine. 
this means, claim the authors, they have been able “dispense with the 
older class and structural analysis and depend entirely the positional 
and relational system.” 

This transformation announced page 12. The remainder the book 
devoted the eighty-nine positions and their interrelations and distribu- 
tions. Consequently, the conversion the heart the matter and fair 
criterion worth the effort. Amazingly enough the authors not 
attempt justify the method. Indeed, would very difficult justify, 
for bald bit hocus-pocus was ever dangled before the eyes 
social scientists. The reduction much larger number class types dis- 
tributed throughout the social structures thirty-four rests the un- 
declared assumption the equivalence one another class memberships 
diverse structures. Thus, for example, the affiliation members 
specific class combination classes with clique considered the 
equivalent their affiliation with association, and identification and 
merging takes place. This knotty psychological and interpretive prob- 
lem but treated perfectly mechanical and mathematical manner, 
though anything that can done with figures legitimate. 

Since, this dubious process mathematical legerdemain and de- 
humanization, the resulting eighty-nine positions are detached from con- 
crete structural reference, they are considered pertain not persons 
but relationships. The positions are defined statuses. These eighty- 
nine social positions statuses are distributed throughout the class system, 
the first eleven among those the upper-upper class, Positions through 
among the lower-upper class, etc. Since status this system matter 
relationships and not personal identification, the position indi- 
vidual may shift (within limits) depending his companions and cir- 
cumstances. 

illustrate might glance the chameleon-like adventures Mr. 
described pages 35-36. This denizen Yankee City overheard dis- 
cussing lineages old families with well-to-do friends. joins some friends 
club for dinner and afterwards reads the New York papers. Still later 
attends the meeting rather exclusive club. The next day confers 
his factory office with members the managerial group and then goes 
into the shop confer with some the men about working conditions. 
the afternoon goes hunting with few his old high school friends. 
Sunday attends church and treated with respect the minister. 
This all sounds character and even understandable until are asked 
remember that Mr. playing Position when discussing heredity, 
Position when dining the club, Position when attending the 
club meeting and Position when with his workers and church 
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(11 that last and exposed position the upper-upper class where relations 
with all other classes are possible). This reviewer does not know who 
likely benefited even impressed this numerical tagging unless 
the who expected Mr. stimulate production reciting 
his genealogy his workmen, eat his supper his office, take his cock- 
tails church, and shoot his high school friends instead the ducks. 
Here, ever, the obvious made abstruse. 

let look the tea Mrs. Breckenridge’s house. The stage 
set for drama and emotion, for lower-upper and upper-middle well 
upper-upper class members are present. Mrs. French (No. upper- 
middle) had read this book, she never would have come. Certainly she 
would have known better than essay remark while John Alton (No. 
upper-upper) was talking about sailing ships. are not learn 
that she snubbed and drifts aimlessly about until she happens Mrs. 
Camp, whose family Position (also upper-middle) but who has 
worked herself Position for this occasion. Before the tea over 
the reader likely forget the deference due the low numbers Yankee 
City and may itch put Mrs. Breckenridge over his knee, and sink Mr. 
Alton’s ship. 

this picture 17,000 people playing their counters fevered game 
for superiority, deference, advantage, and prestige the whole story 
status and institutions Yankee City? Fortunately can demonstrated 
that the authors and their associates have been ingenius and zealous 
one-sided way. They have gathered abundant data concerning the formal 
structures which contribute most status considerations Yankee City. 
Many associations, for instance, bring together persons the same pro- 
fessional educational level and emphasize the values they have 
common. The family over-protective concerning the economic welfare 
its members, strives for the best possible marriages, jealous its 
reputation, etc. Even the church represents in-group among faiths; often 
denomination church given district associated with definite 
economic level. Economic structures obviously lend themselves stratifi- 
cation, etc. These are the formal arrangements that differentiate individuals 
and groups. limiting investigations these relationships, class and 
status distinctions are viewed their most exaggerated form. The authors 
have completely neglected the powerful ferments and solvents that modify 
neutralize formal status relations American life—the influence the 
press, the radio, the movie, the common American idiom. need see 
Yankee City the park, the grocery store, and the ball game well 
the club and with teacup hand. The authors have caught Yankee City 
its most cramped and formal pose and they are elaborately trying per- 
suade that they are just candid camera enthusiasts. 

The methods and emphasis this book cannot adequately understood 
without biographical note Professor Lloyd Warner, the guiding 
spirit the Yankee City Series. Warner, are told, developed these 
methods three-year study Stone Age people Australia.” 
Status distinctions based age, sex, and kinship are inordinately empha- 
sized Australian culture. The question whether method should not 
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vary with problems and whether the problems status analysis are not 
somewhat different aboriginal Australia and Yankee City. While 
was Australia Warner came under the influence Radcliffe- 
Brown, gifted scholar but misplaced natural scientist. Radcliffe-Brown 
seeks make sociology and anthropology emphasizing 
structure and formal relationships and purging the fields psychological 
interests. The consequences this association are registered throughout 
the volume. 

fact, engrossed are the authors with matters structure, method, 
and novel tabular formulations, that they completely forget their mini- 
mal task defined themselves. They began their book remember, 
with the intention explaining the “variations behavior among mem- 
bers given class.” Their method toward the solution the problem 
was the utilization the general positional system with its eighty-nine 
statuses. theory persons behave differently because the different 
status positions they occupy. But status position differentiating 
quality regard other statuses must unifying quality for those 
the identical status position. prove this point and validate the positional 
theory necessary demonstrate that occupants given position 
have common mode behavior and similar outlook. This, which 
proved, assumed throughout the book and inferred scattered single 
sentences and individuals examples. But the only thoroughgoing analysis 
told that occupants Position are, varying proportions, members 
associations, cliques, and family; they are sub-adults and adults, males and 
females; they are Catholics, Protestants, Jews, without religion; they 
are native ethnics. the end this statistical survey are told, 
now have fairly exact information concerning the characteristics the 
diverse attitudes and behavior from the individuals the group, expec- 
tation which challenges the assumption that there reason for putting 
these people one pigeon-hole. What the unity which Position en- 
compasses which differentiates from and 27? far proof this 
book concerned, the only justification that occupies different place 
the positional chart according the mechanical criteria which have been 
applied. And this perfect circular argument. For all the tables and deci- 
mal points, get answer the simple question with which started. 
Have not here the current saber-toothed tiger social science? Either 
its teeth will reduced more normal size will stuffed and placed 
beside other examples over-exuberance nature and culture. 

Pages are hopelessly out order the copy reviewed. This leads 
summary the positions the upper-lower class before those the 
upper-middle class are treated. can only hope that news this disaster 
does not seep back Yankee City. 

Morris OPLER 


Claremont College 
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The Social Organization the Western Apache. GRENVILLE 
The University Chicago Publications Anthropology, Ethnological 
Series. Chicago: University Chicago Press, 1942. Pp. $4.50. 


This massive study, published posthumously, the first attempt 
modern scholar describe fully any appreciable part the culture the 
Western Apache. The author’s task was formidable one. Before the 
reservation period, the Western Apache controlled large section eastern 
Arizona, where they lived five basic groups further divided into twenty 
bands. The very task tracing the boundaries and interrelations these 
territorial units and clarifying the terminological confusion which has grown 
around them must have been difficult one, but Goodwin has solved 
manner that testifies his patience and industry. 

1850 the Western Apache were interesting phase differentia- 
tion. Their groups were something less than tribes, something more than 
bands. the five groups (White Mountain, San Carlos, Cibicue, Northern 
Tonto, Southern Tonto) Goodwin knew the White Mountain best, the 
Northern Tonto least. the thirty-four informants used, least nine- 
teen were the White Mountain group; only one was Northern Tonto. 
The Apaches with whom apparently worked most and whom cites 
most often (Neil Buck, Frances Drake, Anna Price, John Rope, and Palmer 
Valor) are all the White Mountain group. Therefore, further research may 
add variation the picture. But can assumed that the author had 
enough contact with all units that the core what has given will 
remain essentially unchanged. 

described Goodwin, the Western Apache were organized into terri- 
torial units graded sizes—group, band, and local group. Strong maternal 
exogamic clans existed and tended localized. Clans were linked 
with others loose phratric arrangements and were considerable impor- 
tance inheritance, chieftainship, and feuds. Particular clans could use 
distinguishing insignia and were said related certain plants and 
animals. Goodwin sees the example the Western Pueblos and the growth 
agricultural complex the prime factors the development the 
clan system. Behavior patterns toward kin are marked great restraint 
between siblings opposite sex and joking relations between distant cross- 
cousins. There tendency marry distant cross-cousins (paternal for 
the man, maternal for the woman) cross-cousins clan. Residence after 
marriage normally matrilocal, mother and her daughters forming 
nucleus around which cluster households, the extended family, grows. 
These Apache permit polygyny and practice the sororate and levirate. The 
married man has long list avoidance, polite speech, and economic obli- 
gations toward various his wife’s kin. There are great many other ex- 
tremely interesting institutions and usages fully described the body 
the volume. 

This book differs from the usually analysis Indian life two main par- 
ticulars. The first the magnificent use source material. The details are 
illuminated literally hundreds direct quotations from informants. 
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These create atmosphere and carry conviction that mere recital 
white observer could equal. They make one who has been among the 
Apache nostalgic for the sights and sounds they recapture. Secondly, there 
Grenville Goodwin’s own attitude toward his wark and toward his sub- 
jects. went among the Western Apache sincerely and respectfully, 
learn. His was manner and temper that inspired confidence. came away 
with sympathetic understanding Apache ways which always fair 
without ever being sentimental. would have been happy know that 
has communicated that understanding us. 
Morris 
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Apache Life-Way. Morris Chicago: The University 
Chicago Press, 1941. Pp. $5.00. 

The book tentative synthesis Chiricahua culture actively ex- 
perienced its participants the dynamic processes their lives. 
full sociologically significant material. take the reliability this 
material for granted. Its organization, however, raises important methodo- 
logical problems and perhaps representative transitory stage the 
evolution ethnological systematization. 

The author obviously aware that the only way achieve objective 
and scientifically valid description culture reconstruct accord- 
ance with standardized techniques humanistic observation the active 
experiences the people who maintain existence. carefully refrains 
from such subjective judgments are apt result whenver investigator 
substitutes his own experiences and attitudes outsider for those 
the participants—whether these experiences and attitudes his emo- 
tional responses and practical prejudices, among the travelers and mis- 
sionaries the olden days, sensory apperceptions and dogmatic assump- 
tions, among behavioristic and ecological doctrinaires the present day. 

However, such objective descriptions culture present considerable 
difficulties when comes systematization the data. These difficulties 
are not plainly manifest long culture subdivided into definite 
realms, each with distinctive inner order its own—language, religion, 
art, technique, economic structure, social organization—for then the ex- 
periences and actions various participants apparently belonging within 
given realm can selected and the impersonal order their relationships 
reconstructed. And whatever objections have been raised against the 
schematism such subdivisions, the fact that every culture, prelit- 
erate historical, there are impersonal, specialized, distinct systems and 
patterns which can and must abstracted and investigated separately 
for purposes scientific comparison, even their classification may have 
revised from time time. The subtitle Opler’s book, well 
the division some his chapters, implies this kind abstraction, al- 
though his classification diverges somewhat from the traditional, when 
warfare classed with economic phenomena. 

The chief and nowadays well-known difficulty reconstruct the con- 
nection between these specific systems and patterns, after having ab- 
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stracted, analyzed, and classified them. This does not mean that every 
culture has conceived functionally integrated. Such postulate 
quite apt prove the long run methodological fallacy. But there 
doubt that, the concrete process every participant’s life, linguistic, in- 
tellectual, religious, aesthetic, technical, economic, and social systems 
continually become interrelated. there any dynamic order such rela- 
tionships, cutting across the static, structural order these systems? The 
problem familiar biographers; but individual’s life history whole 
cannot generalized. Thence attempts construct composite pictures 
the life-organization participants. For instance, Werner 
Sombart supplemented his historical synthesis capitalism outlining 
the personal type Bourgeois.” Leon Gautier, after characterizing 
mediaeval knighthood institution, described typical “round 
knight. Some modern anthropologists make use more recent psycho- 
logical categories tracing their personality types, but the general principle 
the same. 

Judging from his Preface, Opler intended something similar. 
have endeavored,” says, “to show how person becomes Chiricahua 
well indicate what does because (p. ix). But 
the wealth and diversity his facts fortunately interfere with his inten- 
tion. never shows “‘a Chiricahua,” typical representative logical 
class personalities. learn about girls and boys, old men and women, 
several classes adult family members, members local groups, hunting 
groups, warriors’ groups, play groups, and about singers, masked 
dancers, shamans, political leaders, and others. Perhaps the only concept 
which could applied all them that the tribe,” 
“aware the linguistic and cultural bonds which identify them one 
people and which distinguish them from other groups the region” (p. 
462). But they lack even tribal name symbolize this concept, and the 
awareness their common tribal membership does not seem affect very 
much the lives most them. 

Obviously, need some heuristic conceptual framework for the com- 
parative analysis and systematization these partial and multiform bio- 
graphical processes. Sociology provides such framework the theory 
“social roles” developed sociologists since Cooley. pity that anthro- 
pologists make little use this theory; even those who, like Linton, 
have adopted the term neglect most its heuristic implications. And yet 
just the thing anthropology needs for exact scientific reconstruction 
the dynamics culture. 

individual can experience and exact more than small part the 
culture which shares; nor his life-history ever fully integrated— 
any more than culture is. individual performs different social roles 
successive periods his life during the same period different social 
circles, each role different fragment and aspect the culture enters the 
range his active experience; and every one his roles combines with 
various roles other participants who deal with different values with 
the same values differently. Thus, even war-raid among the Chiricahua 
meant serve economic purposes, yet the author’s own description sug- 
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gests that man very different kind person, with different status 
and function while acting member raiding party from what 
later his domestic circle when uses the booty for the maintenance 
the household. medical ceremony has one kind personal significance 
when viewed component the role shaman circle patients, 
and very different kind when becomes part the role sick person 
circle potential healers. And every social role highly complex and 
organized social process, requiring for its complete analysis well-developed 
sociological approach. 

course, roles are also socially patterned and each pattern applies 
many individual cases, which makes unnecessary study more than 
few examples each class, and Opler’s materials indicate how many diverse 
classes social roles exist Chiricahua society. However grateful 
sociologist must for whatever learns about such roles, would like 
learn much more about them least know why cannot. And 
would most illuminating him the author showed methodically what 
functional and causal relationships between various types roles this 
society have occurred, least within the life-cycle grandparental 
generation (which is—and rightly so—the very period covered Opler’s 
research). true that monograph which dealt with all these problems 
would probably fill three four volumes instead one and that such 
comprehensive and systematic study the dynamics culture has ever 
been made. But there harm outlining ideal. And since the book 
question, with its realistic and strictly objective presentation facts, 
shows distinct advance over the semi-philosophic, semi-literary attempts 
characterize the cultures terms personality types, let 
hope that this step toward the ideal. 

ZNANIECKI 

University 


The Haitian People. James New Haven: Yale University 

Press, 1941. Pp. 342. $4.00. 

Scholarly studies any one our southern neighbors are particularly 
opportune the face this world crisis and our government’s efforts 
foster better understanding between ourselves and our neighbors the 
South. The organization the Culture Relations Bureau Washington 
several years ago attests the fact that our government realizes that real 
understanding cannot achieved solely through the media economic 
and political channels. 

This study the Haitian people, along with the contributions such 
men Redfield and Herskovits the Mexican and Caribbean areas, shows 
clearly the ineptness attempting generalize about Latin America 
whole, or, for that matter, about any one these countries particular. 
The reader may sure that study that purports portray the 
all our southern neighbors within the compass average-size book 
does more than slightly nick the surface. 
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Owing the exigencies the present crisis the trained sociologist and 
anthropologist able make more than academic contribution when 
turns his attentions our southern neighbors. can work with subject 
matter that serves give better insight, and, thereby, possibly con- 
tribute his mite the breaking down inter-American ethnocentrism. 

his study the Haitian people, Leyburn centers much his attention 
the examination their social stratification. Four chapters (I, IV, 
XVI) deal almost exclusively with this topic; and the rest are directed, 
directly indirectly, towards understanding it. According the 
author, caste the proper term for Haitian social stratification. 

The small numbers élite the top are composed primarily, although 
not exclusively, persons color mixed White and Negro type), and 
particularly the light mulatto type. The masses are predominantly Negro. 
Pure Whites are conspicuous because their paucity. The élite simulate 
French mannerisms, use the French language within their exclusive social 
circles (they are also familiar with the folk language, creole), and are out- 
wardly Catholic, although their religious sentiments not infrequently reach 
down into the folk religion (vodun voodoo). 

Social differentiation not solely one rank and function; also one 
culture which the élite affect French traits and the masses affect their 
African Negro heritage, qualified, course, considerable overlapping 
both sides. 

hoped that the author has destroyed once and for all the erro- 
neous conception that Haitian folk religion (vodun) exotic, macabre 
set mystical rites. Vodun folk religion fluid expression Haitian 
folk sentiments—a blend Catholic, African and natively improvised 
religious practices. Catholic influence vodun seems increasing owing 
primarily the increasing influence the Catholic priests. the Haitian 
masses, Catholicism and vodun are not mutually exclusive. Each serves its 
purpose without prejudice the other. 

Some sociologists would condemn the large number pages that are 
devoted primarily historical phenomena. But the reviewer’s opinion 
most the historical data have explanatory value with reference the 
wide variety current topics that the author discusses, such caste, re- 
ligion, sex relations and home life, politics and economics, etc. 

The bibliography adequate and highly useful especially those who 
are situated make difficult for them collect primary and sec- 
ondary references Haiti. The tyro, however, should take care the use 
this material else will forced, for reasons that cannot explained 
here, accept uncritically large amount it. 

the opinion the reviewer the approach this book essentially 
historical and anthropologic one, and not, the author states, 
along sociological lines” (p. 305). Nevertheless, valuable substantive 
contribution the knowledge our Caribbean neighbors. 

ROGLER 


University Iowa 
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Secret Societies: Cultural Study Fraternalism the United States. 
Gist. Columbia, Mo.: University Missouri Studies, Vol. XV, 
No. Oct. 1940. 


Fraternal societies have not received the sociological attention they 
merit the United States. Not only their wealth and the numbers 
brethren but their doctrines and activities and the obligations assumed 
members makes fraternalism one the significant cultural traits our 
era. Gist has prepared excellent handbook important subject and 
the challenging material has gathered should stimulate other studies 
this field. 

The author’s theoretical interest his material show the similar 
patterning secret societies matter whether they principally implement 
patriotism, religion, benevolence, insurance, abstinence, occupational 
interests. discusses their symbolisms, their rituals, their handclasps and 
passwords, their origin legends, their activities and their control mem- 
bers instances cultural pattern, and his material shows clearly that 
the tendency toward such patterning, which marked primitive cultures, 
conspicuous also our heterogeneous Western civilization. Freemasonry, 
first the field and introduced into the American colonies 1730, 
doubt was the great exemplar, and the approximately 800 different secret 
orders the peak fraternal popularity 1925-1927 were doubt 
indebted Masonic arrangements. The secret societies became great 
proliferating series institutions each striving, the author says 
different, not too (italics the original). 

The patterning secret societies the United States has other implica- 
tions beyond those the author discusses. Not only they share certain 
conventions among themselves but they incorporate the patterns the 
American status quo and justice this aspect non-secret societies 
would have discussed well secret societies, and the secret societies 
would have discussed reference whether they are strong the 
South the Midwest, the rural areas the towns. This study 
patterning outside the author’s intention but many facts become clear 
from his survey. Secret societies reflect overwhelmingly the acceptance 
Christian ideology America. This aspect, course, derives from specific 
Masonic influences well from the American scene, but could well 
studied relation both. Such societies the Elks, the Knights Pythi- 
as, the Odd Fellows, the Woodmen are not limited churchmen but they 
all require their members belief God; this orders are virtually 
unanimous.” The Bible usually lies open the altar during ceremonies, 
the neophyte kisses the Bible concludes his ritual obligation, the 
initiatory rituals are most frequently dramatizations Biblical tales. 

The great development fraternal societies featuring insurance more 
specifically reflection American life. Freemasonry does not provide 
insurance, but since the Civil War great numbers fraternal organizations 
have been organized for the primary purpose providing economic pro- 
tection for their members. This was very popular among persons mod- 
erate income, and feature not only the Independent Order Fores- 
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ters, the Maccabees, Modern Woodmen America, and the like, but also 
fraternal societies Negroes and many immigrant groups. The fra- 
ternal societies have likewise sponsored recreation and sports the tradi- 
tional American manner. inevitable also that the pattern American 
life should have been reflected oaths preserve for the 
The extreme instances the Klux Klan and the Black 
Legion are well known but other less notorious societies run extreme 
forms nationalism and maintain lobbies influence legislative votes. 
Aliens and communists are named enemies such societies, but other 
enemies are also specified, sometimes along with these two and sometimes 
exclusively. Several Protestant secret societies reflect traditional apprehen- 
sion Catholic domination, usually stating their position opposition 
any church organization might have for its object the union 
church and state.” Racialism the United States likewise inevitably 
reflected the fraternal organizations. Racial lines are tightly drawn. 
Sometimes the rules exclude individuals not belonging the 
sometimes they add, the Loyal Order Moose, those 
married some one any other than the Caucasian ironic 
that the Improved Order Red Men with its sachems and its its 
“Great Spirit,” its initiation “pale and its general glorification 
American aboriginal life, specifically excludes Indian from membership. 
From Gist’s material the close reciprocity between fraternal organizations 
and American cultural life made abundantly clear, and further research 
along this line would the more valuable that the American attitudes 
and preoccupations incorporated these societies are those current among 
the largely inarticulate population which forms the great bulk Americans. 
the hey-day fraternalism the middle ’20’s membership was cer- 
tainly excess thirty millions and these millions created for themselves 
institutions which pleased them. Since 1927 membership has declined, 
some large groups societies over 60%, others over 30%. Certainly 
much the patterning the societies relates American culture the 
first quarter this century rather than more recent developments, and 
not easy foresee whether fraternalism its present form will con- 
tinue play its earlier major role. Already the supreme chancellor the 
Knights Pythias has stated his biennial report that “the day for all 
our fancy signs, salutations, pass words, and similar matters, has long since 
ceased Business men report that they are busy” for lodge 
meetings. officer the Royal League Chicago says few years 
turned out large numbers stage long funeral 
parade and impressive burial. Now all this Homes for de- 
pendent members are financial difficulties and some have closed. Or- 
phanages are only half filled. Certain executives state frankly that their 
organizations would like withdraw completely from benevolent activi- 
ties. Their relief activities still accept earlier standards “Christian 
and include large expenditures for Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets, 
and florists’ bills the five figures for members’ funerals. The Odd Fellows 
and their two subsidiary orders spent nearly million dollars 1938 
“burying the dead.” 
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probable that fraternalism existed earlier American life will 
forced increasingly adjust changed conditions. still however 
living and vigorous institution and detailed study its functioning 
selected American cities and towns would richly rewarding. Fraternalism 
still has great repercussions family life, and has had much with the 
relation between the sexes many towns and cities. one can doubt after 
Gist’s admirable summary that our secret societies are major unplowed 
field American sociology. 


Columbia University 


Desert Saints: The Mormon Frontier Utah. Nets Chicago: 

University Chicago Press, 1942. Pp. $4.00. 

When opened this book and observed that was published the 
University Chicago Press and written with the financial aid two great 
foundations hoped find the book about Mormonism that should 
done. expected dispassionate and penetrating study one the 
most unusual chapters American history. Though not that book 
long way, nevertheless one the best books the subject. 

Anderson Mormon and possibly unreasonable expect him 
dispassionate, though may, quite obviously this case, try be. 
can perhaps said that expository book this subject has been very 
scholarly unbiased, matter whether Mormon gentile. 
Mormons the best book, opinion, still the doctoral thesis 
Ericksen; dull but competent study Mormon group life. non- 
Mormons know volume that can taken very seriously. 

Anderson’s purpose writing this book not apparent me. gives 
the first chapters colorless and pedestrian retelling seventy-odd years 
Mormon history, and the last consideration some aspects the 
contemporary scene. These are far the best and are the only ones that 
offer anything new. not clear why gave most his pages 
sketchy and unsatisfying resume Mormon history. Perhaps intended 
his book kind introduction the subject for readers quite un- 
familiar with the materials. that sort thing, textbook first es- 
sentials, does fairly well, though the reader should realize that Anderson 
has chosen ignore skip lightly over some the most significant and 
unflattering episodes. 

can, course, argue that preferred not touch touch only 
briefly certain materials that have been too many books sensationally 
treated; but sets out tell story can hardly excused the 
omission matters which the evidence abundant. From start 
finish plays down buries footnotes refuses dwell most 
the shameful chapters Mormon history. That his privilege Mor- 
mon but not his license scholar. 

regard polygamy, for instance, says: the long struggle 
between the Mormons and their opponents, the Gentiles, was not primarily 
concerned with the polygamy issue. That was good and high moral issue, 
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but behind were more potent economic and political The 
economic and political differences were among the chief causes persecu- 
tion only the earlier years. From about 1860 until the Manifesto some 
thirty years later polygamy was the important issue and toward the end 
was almost the only issue. Mr. Anderson had read the many speeches 
the floor Congress must have known that, but chooses follow 
the thesis Bernard DeVoto who, for reasons possibly known himself, 
has tried thrust polygamy into the shadow politics. 

Anderson quotes with approval Shaw: them polygamy was 
not sex issue. had been, the Latter-Day Saints would not have tol- 
erated the practice for moment. was for them political issue.” Po- 
lygamy was not quite simple that. was economic rather than 
political; but even more—and Anderson nowhere dwells this very sig- 
nificant aspect it—polygamy was tied with the Mormon belief that 
the next world the men with the greatest number descendants will 
advance more rapidly toward godhood. was perhaps solely for this reason 
that Brigham Young resented his barren wives. true, sure, that 
Mormons would not have tolerated polygamy they had been forced 
recognize the sensual element it; and scholar Anderson could have 
appropriately touched this evasion his chapter, Implications 
Polygamy.” 

declare that polygamy was political expedient for speed- 
ing the rapid growth dismiss its least unflattering terms. 
Such categorical statement does not examine Joseph Smith’s reasons for 
promulgating (and unquestionably they were largely sensual), the 
evolution the attitude toward between 1842 and, say, 1860. Anderson 
says, either naively evasively, that the celestial marriage 
the mind Joseph Smith not clear” but with Brigham was social 
purpose.” That true Young and one his chief claims greatness. 

Even more clumsily Anderson sidesteps other matters, notably blood 
atonement. gives only paragraph this terrible barbarism early 
Mormonism and that paragraph dodges. says: idea got around that 
some sinners could saved only spilling their blood. the idea spread, 
the story began travel that men had been slain.” Anderson must know 
that persons were slain; must have read what the leaders that time 
had say blood atonement and the bold encouragement they gave it; 
and certainly knows that even today the Church publishes pamphlet 
blood atonement that cruel and primitive its doctrine that 
almost incredible. Anderson had had background—he was not, 
understand him, born into the faith—he would have known that even 
this century Mormon childhoods have been full Mormon lore, in- 
cluding shocking tales blood atonement during the Reformation. 

his treatment the Mountain Meadows Massacre again brief 
and evasive. writes unfavorably only one person involved, the scape- 
goat John Lee, and argues that Lee must have shared the loot because 
1850 his property was valued $3000 and 1860 (after the massacre) 
$49,500. was way, except miracle loot, for any man 
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gain that much property, since man the frontier that region could 
gain wealth except his own labor.” Brigham Young and certain other 
leaders who died wealth must have got miracle. 

his last four chapters Anderson makes contribution the subject. 
“Priesthood Government good statement very complicated 
matter, and there good stuff Faith and Plenty.” “Some 
Implications Polygamy” gives some enlightening statistics and excellent 
anecdotes but nowhere does get down the job reviewing the implica- 
tions. Mormon Way excellent far goes. Anderson 
right saying there Mormon way but his treatment lacks can- 
dor for me. That way rapidly breaking down and certain tangibles ab- 
horred the Word Wisdom are playing dramatic part the disin- 
tegration. So, too, are the great universities the East. When taught 
the Mormon-dominated University Utah was common lament 
Church leaders that their children went eastern schools and returned 
with atheistic notions. considerable percentage the missionaries sent 
over the world leave the church upon their return. the offspring 
Brigham Young whom know personally, there today not single one 
who Mormon. 

not wish give the impression that Anderson’s book not worthy 
serious reading—and particularly its copious footnotes. most 
respects satisfactory summary far goes. its author had been 


more scholar and less Mormon would have gone lot farther. 


The Gentile Comes Utah. Dwyer. Washington, C.: 
Catholic University Press, 1941. Pp. $2.00. 


The author has ably accomplished his purpose call attention the 
role played that portion the population Utah which constituted the 
opposition the dominant Church.” Inasmuch the study piece 
straight historical research, cannot completely satisfactory the 
sociologist except source much previously unavailable material 
which can used round out the cultural history Mormon society. 
history, however, has many merits, not the least which are its ex- 
ceptional readability, the success with which the author has preserved the 
time sequence the whole while following several phases the develop- 
ment separately, and the perspective maintains: the religious aspect has 
been consistently relegated the background where belongs, and the 
intense economic and political struggle given the principal emphasis. 

little more diligence the author’s part might have saved him con- 
siderable error his account Governor Eli Murray’s regime (p. 144): 
Federal law did indeed deprive territorial governors absolute veto 
(U. Revised Statutes, 1875, sec. 1842), but the territories Utah and 
Arizona were specifically excepted proviso inconspicuously inserted 
into omnibus bill correct omissions” the 1875 statutes, approved 
Feb. 18, 1875 (U. Statutes Large, 43rd Congress, 2nd Session, chap. 
80). This proviso appeared the second edition (1878) the revised 
statutes cited above. 
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Mr. Dwyer should also have been aware Tappan’s Ph.D. thesis 
(University Wisconsin, 1940) the public opinion aspect the Mor- 
mon-Gentile conflict during the same period. 

Jr. 
University 


Methodism and the Frontier. Indiana Proving Ground. 
New York: Columbia University Press, 1941. Pp. vii+231. 
$2.50. 

Sociologists will find new concepts Elizabeth Nottingham’s Method- 
ism and the Frontier, but the volume makes quite good use the formula- 
tions Davenport, Niebuhr, and others, interpreting the 
relationship between frontier life and religious phenomena. The author 
uses for her primary ground” southeastern Indiana during the 
early decades the nineteenth century. Quite large part the book 
simply historical account Methodist activities this area illustrated 
the work few intinerant preachers and early bishops. 

The study becomes more interest sociologists those sections which 
seek interpret the relationship between frontier life and the religious de- 
velopments. This interpretation carried out comparing Methodism’s 
development England, where there was practically frontier influence, 
with its development the Indiana frontier. The religion this frontier 
section also compared with religion the more settled areas the 
United States. The author also traces the gradual modification primitive 
Methodism the frontier was transformed into settled communities. 
many its phases, this change excellent example the transformation 
from sect type religious group church type, Troeltsch has used 
those concepts. Indeed, from the sociological point view, the author might 
well have made far more use these concepts Troeltsch and Weber, 
some other conceptual apparatus, sharpen her interpretation put- 
ting relation some well articulated theory. This continuing need 
sociology anything more than inadequate history. 

The chapters the tendency for schism develop the Methodist 
Church make good use—rather implicitly than explicitly—of the concepts 
which Niebuhr called social sources denominationalism.” 
This also becomes something explanatory principle the discussion 
revivalism the frontier. While the author contributes nothing new 
the explanation revivalism, her interpretation its functions and its 
decline the area which she studied psycho-sociologically sound. 

YINGER 

Ohio Wesleyan University 


Millhands and Preachers. Liston New Haven: Yale University 

Press, 1942. Pp. $4.00. 

The material presented this book was gathered mainly while the author 
lived Gaston county during 1938 and 1939. Mr. Pope native North 
Carolina. The volume condensation doctoral dissertation Yale 
University, which brought him the award the John Addison Porter 
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prize for the year 1940. his preface the author rather summarizes the 
following paragraph: 

The interaction churches and cotton mills Gaston county since 1880 
has proceeded three modes institutional life. First all, there have 
been reciprocal relations growth, i.e., expansion, quantitative increase 
salient respects, qualitative differentiation and proliferation within each 
type institution compared with the other. Secondly, restraining and 
regulatory procedures have been worked out between the two types 
institution, illustrative the perennial problem social integration and 
control. Last all, the mills and churches have gone through severe 
crisis together, and doing revealed fundamental relationships each 
other which are normally obscured. fourth conceivable mode, institu- 
tional deterioration, not yet clearly observable this particular county. 

Gaston county and the surrounding territory was originally settled 
mainly Lutherans and Presbyterians. These denominations predominated 
when the textile industry was getting under way about 1880, but they did 
not take much part promoting the industry nor did they make much 
effort attract workers into their churches. and Baptist 
denominations invaded the county and these two denominations are 
credited with promoting the industry and much the volume has 
with the relationship these denominations the mills and the mills 
the denominations. The Methodists emerge the denomination that has 
been most significance promotion and control. Recently certain sects 
have invaded the county and have weaned away considerable part 
membership from the older established institutions. These sects will 
time become institutionalized history repeats itself. Perhaps the best 
chapter this book the one entitled Denominational De- 
velopment: Churches and Sects.” This chapter confirms the book 
Ernest Troeltsch, The Social Teachings Christian Churches. 

The author fails find much evidence that the churches have been active 
promoting the social welfare the millhands. The churches disclaim 
worldly problems proper undertakings for them consider. For in- 
stance, child labor, typical many other citations, the author states, 
“With respect child labor, which has been unusually high Gaston 
county throughout the history the textile industry there, ministers and 
churches the county have remained almost completely inert.” does 
show that denominations general, outside the county, have interested 
themselves the labor problems the textile industry. 

his postscript the author seems back down little and admit that 
there have been factors other than religious institutions which have shaped 
the economic affairs Gaston County during the last sixty years: 

Cotton mills exercised less influence over the churches the outset than now. During the 
period whole, economic factors have more nearly shaped religious institutions than been 
shaped them. Even so, the churches have been tangible significance the life the 
mills, both giving early impetus and according subsequent support Both indiffer- 
ence and irrelevance economic affairs have been notable characteristics their strategy. 
They have provided powerful sanctions for prevailing economic arrangements. 


There considerable fact behind and Preachers. somewhat 
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similar volume could written with any one several hundred counties 
the United States the guinea pig. need not necessarily textile 
mill county. This just another volume age-old problem. The author 
has done very good job the thesis that set out develop. may 
have been just little biased, but could easily have presented much 
more severe indictment had determined so. 
Hosss, Jr. 
University North Carolina 


The History Quakerism. New York: Macmillan 
Co., 1942. Pp. xxv+586. $3.00. 


Elbert Russell’s intent writing this history the Society Friends 
was supply brief, well-balanced treatment the periods and 
divisions” Quakerism. this has succeeded well. The book not 
only informative and well organized chronicle events and leading 
personalities Quaker history but also lucid and discerning its interpre- 
tation Friendly concepts and practices. Notable this connection are 
the discussions the light,” the meditative and contemplative 
approach “reality,” the articulation individual and corporate ex- 
perience and action within the Society, and the bases for authority re- 
ligious experience which Friends recognize. 

Quaker insistence upon the intimate and, least potentially, integral 
penetration spiritual insights into all conduct has carried Friends one 
time another into wide variety fields social enterprise ranging from 
reform, relief, and war reconstruction, ordinary business and, occasion- 
ally, direct political action. Their history, accordingly, must told 
reference many strands the social history England and America. 

The book divides Quaker history into three major phases, each with 
well-marked and characteristic emphases principles and practices. The 
first period, 1647-91, coincides with the active leadership George 
Fox the new movement; the second, period predominately Quietist 
and later sectarian character, extended from 1691 the separation 
America the Hicksite and Orthodox branches 1827; while the final 
period, begun under the ascendance Evangelical doctrine and opening 
into “rational mysticism” balanced active “‘social concerns,” covers 
the period from 1827 date. 

Persecution during the Commonwealth and Stuart Restoration periods 
neither drove the Quaker movement inward nor led its withdrawal from 
the world; rather stimulated the Seekers, first Quakers were calied, 
greater zeal seeking and more sturdy non-conformity 
accordance with their Birthright membership, the discipline, 
the external tests for membership, and other earmarks sectarianism 
came the Society the result growing concern for the preservation 
the testimonies and practices; and they followed long after 
toleration had been won. 

Intimately linked the Quaker peace testimony George Fox’s 
own experience the English Civil wars, not surprising find that 
major wars American and European history have, least three in- 
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stances, provided the crises and crucibles which the Society has lost and 
gained significant elements its principles and sighted new directions for 
growth and activity. 

Within the Society itself, the major crisis followed the appearance 
strong Evangelical bent which introduced into century Quakerism 
system, routinized “orders” worship, strong conviction 
the ultimate and infallible authority the Bible, and the necessity for 
Strongest mid-western America where the historic con- 
tinuity Quaker traditions was more readily broken, the Evangelical 
phase began recede with the turn the century along with the older 
Quietist tradition with its hostility philosophy and science. 

While sociologists interested the Quaker applications Christian 
charity sociological principle will find Auguste Jorns’ The Quakers 
Pioneers Social Work Lester Jones’ Quakers Action more helpful, 
Dean Russell’s History comes welcome introduction group known 
for its experiments new patterns social adjustment. 

One serious typographical error mars the book—the consistent reference 
both the table contents and chapter headings The Great Sep- 
aration instead 1827-1828. 

Friends’ Civilian Public Service 
Baltimore, Maryland 


The Secret Diary William Byrd Westover, 1709-1712. Edited 
Wricut and Richmond, Virginia: The Dietz Press, 
1941. Pp. $5.00. 

William Byrd Westover, whose life extended from 1674 1744, char- 
acterized the editors the segment his diary now published “the 
greatest gentleman Virginia his time.” This characterization, while 
may mild exaggeration, seems have some justification: Byrd was 
certainly one the wealthiest men the colony his time; was owner 
number plantations and numerous slaves, member the Governor’s 
Council and the governing board the College William and Mary, and 
holder various important offices the colonial government. Having been 
educated England keeping with the best standards the time, was 
able give intelligible expression his diary his experiences and the 
events the period. His diaries, another segment which published 
presently, are among the few intimate documents eighteenth-century 
Virginia history that have come down us. spite the irritation the 
reader may feel because William Byrd did not record his diary some 
the things would like know (probably because they were from his 
standpoint too commonplace need recording), this volume affords vivid, 
somewhat fragmentary, picture life Virginia the early eighteenth 
century. The most important generalizations which suggests the re- 
viewer are three. First, the economy the time and place was essentially 
pecuniary, speculative, and very dependent upon the export market. Sec- 
ond, does not seem have been particularly profitable; Byrd’s planta- 
tions may not have been even self-sustaining. Third, the events and experi- 
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ences recorded his diary one the most prosperous and intelligent 
the Virginia gentlemen his day make appear that the health the 
population the colony the time, both White and Negro, was bad 
that, the norms our own time, would appalling. 

Though certain monotony style results from the fact that the volume 
consists entirely rather brief daily entries, the whole quite reada- 
ble. The editors have supplied introduction short account Byrd’s 
life, and there elaborate index which seems adequate. 

University Virginia 


What Democracy Meant the Greeks. Chapel Hill: The 
University North Carolina Press, 1942. Pp. 278. $3.00. 


the current flood books democracy, significant find work 
that from our twentieth century perspective assesses the values Athenian 
proto-democracy Western civilization. Here the seed-bed our mod- 
ern liberties, and although the transplanted seed has produced abundant 
new varieties different soil and atmosphere, instructive view 
its early growth. 

Oscar Wilde once remarked that man who tries exhaust the subject 
usually ends exhausting his hearers. There attempt this volume 
give detailed analysis Greek democracy—it aimed the general 
reader rather than the specialist, and the author’s words, “aims merely 
study the human values that were sought and realized Greek democ- 
racy, the chief problems that faced, the measure success and failure 
that resulted, the validity the criticism its own greatest 
(p. ix). 

The writer begins with description the ideal content democracy, 
the importance the individual, the reliance upon intelligence and good- 
will human nature, opportunity according ability, the goal commu- 
nity welfare, confidence the consensus popular judgment, free access 
the facts and free discussion, decision the majority, utilization all 
special capacities, widespread participation the entire community 
fundamental activities like education and political action, recognition 
similar rights and duties other nations and peoples. 

his historical résumé the evolving democracy Athens from the 
Homeric age the onslaught the Romans, Agard, might have been 
expected, stresses the qualities the versatile Athenian extolled Pericle’s 
funeral oration, and the high level education, artistic achievement and 
popular discussion. essence seems defend even the practice choos- 
ing officials lot view the superior preparation for community par- 
ticipation afforded the average citizens and the fact that they failed 
have the virtues specialization they also avoided its vices” (p. 74). 
does not side-step the institution slavery but declares flatly that 
“it was certainly not the basis the Athenian way life” (p. 78), point- 
ing out that slave treatment was humane, the whole, that there were 
slave revolts importance till 103 B.c. (p. 79). 

Nor does overlook the Hellenic contempt for the barbarian. Metics, 


738 AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW 


tells us, were forbidden vote primarily because the citizens were 
practical enough keep the franchise restricted homoger group 
(p. 154), and the popular attitude toward the foreigner was “naive rather 
than (p. 155). Socrates was not enemy the democracy that 
took his life for liked and associated with plain people too much for 
that” and used tool the Thirty when they held un- 
constitutional (p. 125). Although Socrates made stinging criticisms 
the government policies, this does not mean that rejected democracy 
such. for the negative appraisal democracy Plato and Aristotle, 
much due their own aristocratic background and training, and 
Plato’s case particularly his disappointment over the death Socrates 
and his impatience with the ever-shifting creeds hedonists and Sophists 
among the masses. Both Plato and Aristotle conceived society true aristo- 
cratic fashion means fixed and rigid categories and were out sym- 
pathy with!the Heraclitean flux democratic instability; besides this 
they were suspicious merchant and artisan influence government. 

the darker side the inequality the sexes. the argument 
against the Athenian claim liberalism valid one” (p. 156). Although 
discrimination against women was less pronounced the heroic age, 
continued unabated after Hesiod, though the author finds evidence its 
weakening Euripides (pp. 158-159). The true Achilles’ heel Greek 
democracy, however, rightly finds imperialism and foreign policy 
from the Delian League the hegemony Macedon. What fails 
note connection with the problem the natural provincialism the 
city-state, the narrow mold into which Hellenic political life was forced, 
and from which did not free itself entirely until the heavy persuasion 
the Roman legions made unavoidable. Agard has some words praise 
for the ill-fated Achaean League, that child born out due time, and 
kind nostaligic regret that came too late for lasting accomplishment. 

For the most part, the author’s sympathetic appreciation such that 
objectivity least partly blunted, leaving the reader with warm 
glow approval tinged with regret rather than deeper sense the 
tragedy implicit the first abortive attempt democracy the western 
world. truly Greek moderation dominates the the one hand; 
yet the other This might called median-balance type 
thought except that the whole apologia for the Hellenes. The 
sociologist will miss the linkage democracy with the urban complex, the 
analysis frustration social-psychological terms the Greeks pass 
from community associative life and are faced with the inevitable con- 
flict values. will miss, too, vivid comparison and contrast Athens 
with Sparta—the contrast that influenced Plato break with the confu- 
sion and anarchy Athens after had rejected its own cultural heritage, 
and then merge his own philosophical insight with the stern authoritarian 
order Lycurgus. This was only symptom the wider social disorgani- 
zation but portentous one. 

When all said and done, however, this volume will have special value 
for those who desire introduction Greek democracy that sane and 
free from cant. Although the book lacks the pungency and mordant style 
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necessary for wide popular appeal, has wearing qualities that compensate 
for lack pyrotechnics, cumulative force skilfully marshalled evidence, 
quiet dignity and true Greek excellence. small matter for Ameri- 
can democrat (upper lower cased) read Solon’s words our own era 
extreme vertical mobility, “Often unjust men are rich and just men 
poor, but will not exchange our virtue for their money, since excellence 
lasting thing, but wealth changes owners constantly.” 
Baldwin-Wallace College 


Two-Way Passage. New York: Harper Brothers, 
Publishers, 1941. Pp. 327. $2.50. 


army Americans laden with the “know-how” 
American democracy, return European teach the Europeans 
minimize their differences and thus reduce their hoary prejudices. The 
instituting such measures continental currency, abolition pass- 
ports, etc., makes for new mobility, new freedom. The method used 
the creation Czechoslovakia expanded and elaborated envelop all 
Europe, with, say, Wendell Willkie holding the reins Germany, Wil- 
liam Knudsen Denmark, Pecora Italy, etc., etc. This is, brief, 
Adamic’s proposal which designed effect democratic revolution 
Europe which would set European Nation Nations with wide- 
spread equalized welfare and 

prepare the reader for acceptance such plan, Adamic devotes the 
first three-quarters his book anecdotal survey the estrangement 
cultural minority groups America, both among themselves, and be- 
tween them and the Americans.” For those who have read Adamic’s 
writings before, most this will familiar, particularly the elaboration 
the theme set forth his article entitled New Americans,” 
which appeared the November, 1934, edition Harper’s Magazine. 
this indicated the need instill each immigrant pride his 
tional heritage, thus preclude demoralization through too rapid 
canization.” Two-Way Passage Adamic adds this, and his new points 
are three: (1) all Americans, not excluding the identify them- 
selves with some (2) this identification intensified, and 
inter-group antagonism sponsored, altercations between any the 
“old-countries” Europe; and (3) because these facts, none can 
just “plain Americans” long the European squabbles recur 
exaggerate the separateness American minority groups. The attainment 
what Adamic terms “unity within diversity,” concept not unlike that 
the symphonic “cultural pluralism” Brown, Roucek, a/ii, con- 
tingent upon peaceful Europe. 

Obviously the book presents wide target, and the points selected for 
critical comment are not meant exhaustive. the one hand, this 
book can recommended antidote for the drivel the Coughlinites, 
the Winrods, the Pelleys, and alien-baiters general. Also, Adamic pro- 
vides documentary evidence the solidifying effects minorities 
antagonism and persecution, fact all too often overlooked the ardent 
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assimilationists. the other side the ledger the fact that the author 
errs his emphasis upon the identification all Americans with some 
“old-country.” Furthermore, Adamic has never made any attempt, here 
other writings, differentiate between those behavior patterns which 
are compatible with his “unity within diversity” theme and those patterns 
which are logically irreconcilable, and which therefore preclude any 
“unity.” Finally, solution the minority antipathies the United 
States, and the time-honored animosities Europe, Adamic’s sugges- 
tions certainly are unrealistic, and sociologically naive. 


Butler University 


The Foundations Nativism American Textbooks, 1783-1860. 
Marie Washington, C.: The Catholic University 
America Press, 1941. Pp. 

This Ph.D. dissertation veritable storehouse material such 
compathy motional solidarity), intolerance, racialism, 
(as interpreted Nietzsche The Genealogy Morals, 1887), cant, etc. 
Not few the many quotations from American schoolbooks the past, 
contained in|this study, sound taken from present-day Nazi publica- 
tions. Contrary its title, the study deals more extensively with anti- 
Catholic than with anti-foreign trends American texts, though 
admitted that hostility immigrants not unfrequently coupled with 
enmity and animosity toward beliefs and believers. 

The tenor this otherwise careful book slightly apologetic, while the 
analysis its rich material has been somewhat neglected. The author not 
much concerned with the historical truth untruth the accusations 
which she discovered and excerpted from thousand readers, histories 
and geographies, with their apparent anti-Catholic and anti-foreign 
purpose. She rightly draws attention the fact that many our textbook 
writers have made attempt understand the culture and Catholic 
background the Latin Hispanic-American peoples, “the result which 
are today discovering the chagrin those who now look upon the 
Central and South American countries economic assets and who seek 
gain their aid through neighborly 226). 

Part the material presented has some bearing the interesting prob- 
lem the historical relationship between the sectarian concept religious 
freedom and the democratic concept political freedom (cf. Jellinek, 
Redslob), well the problem the relationship between Puritan- 
ism and capitalism (cf. Max Weber). 

Franz 


College St. Thomas 


The Internment Aliens. New York: Penguin Books, Inc., 
1941. Pp. 256. $0.25. 
This book the adopted son the Havelock Ellis describes the 
treatment German and Austrian refugees England from the outbreak 
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the war until August, 1940. history this book tells lamentable 
story muddle and stupidity,” the author announces the first page. 
Addressing the House Lords August 1940, the Bishop Chichester 
said: have doubt whatever that the first step towards maintaining 
the morale refugees from Germany and Austria, refugees from Nazi 
oppression, not speak the world general terms about ideals 
freedom, but convince them that you will justice.” spontaneous 
outburst public indignation the House Commons which members 
all parties joined forced the government make concessions, and cen- 
sured the anti-alien press campaign. The democratic decency British 
war-time life showed itself the frankness with which the representatives 
the people corrected the failures the Chamberlain government. 

July 19, Mr. Peake, addressing the House Commons, said: 
tically all the [German and Austrian] aliens who have come this country 
the last five six years have been sponsored either refugee organi- 
zation private Apart from that vouching char- 
acter the organization the individual, there was then examination 
the British Consul abroad the the individuals who wished 
come. Then there was scrutiny the immigration officer when the 
alien came into this country. After landing, the alien had report and 
register with the local police, and since the outbreak war every alien 
has been before tribunal some kind another; many them have 
been before two tribunals. can only say, behalf the Home Secre- 
tary and myself, that wish knew half much about many the 
neutral aliens and many British subjects know about the enemy 
aliens now this country.” 

These tribunals examined 73,400 aliens” and least 64,200 were 
put Class (entirely free). There was, however, consistency placing 
aliens Class (subject restrictions liberty); several tribunals 
adopted the practice placing all domestic servants this class, others 
put all unemployed refugees all those living refugee hotels the same 
class. organization was consulted the government before the mass 
internment. The official explanations the reversal policy due the 
experience Holland and Belgium are all based false analogies (pp. 
161-164). The government could not shift its responsibilities for leadership 
simply referring articles certain press. and France did 
not succumb, like Holland, exported Nazis, but internal treachery 
largely organized influential men—officers, politicians, industrialists, 
financiers—belonging very often the ‘best’ families the land” (p. 
174). not the entire refugee agitation some extent method 
strengthening our native British Fifth Column whom the Nazis are trying 
(p. 158). enlightening read the story the scandal the 
“Arandora Star” which deals with the deplorable conditions internment 
and deportation. 

The common sense the British public was quick realize that the 
“privilege cannot dissociated from the traditional civil rights 
British citizen (p. 181). The tolerance minorities has always been 
completely accepted England, and each person must judged indi- 
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vidually, irrespective language birthplace, the basis his past 
record and present conduct. 
SALOMON 


New School for Social Research 


Prisoners War. Los Angeles: The 
University Southern California Press, 1941. Pp. 40. 


This brief study less than forty pages beginning field which 
should scientifically observed. Unfortunately, military rules not facili- 
tate such research, that this pioneer attempt treats prisoners the 
first World War only. The data were secured through the experiences 
the author the prison camps, reading some fifty autobiographies and 
diaries prisoners written much later, and supplementary question- 
naires from sixty” others. Since there were approximately six mil- 
lion prisoners the last War, this sample obviously small. 

The data are organized under two main headings: origins conflict 
between members the dominant groups and members the prisoner 
groups, and origins accommodation. Many important factors are de- 
scribed such as: personal attitudes, loss status, diverse culture patterns, 
relaxing diminishing national egoism, and attitudes the 
prisoners towards the dominant group and vice versa. 

One the greatest shortcomings the present study that attempt 
has been made estimate the relative frequency importance any 
the factors described. One does not know which are the most prevalent and 
which are isolated and exceptional. 

Many other factors might have been included. For example, the personal 
characteristics the prisoner who happens camp leader and the re- 
and interactions which his particular personality makes relation 
the personal characteristics and reactions the Commandant charge 
the camp. Then there the question the frequency news from 
home and the degree which anxiety about relatives and friends influ- 
ences day day behavior. Not enough attention given this thesis 
psychiatric factors and neuroses. Prisoners who can forget their own ego- 
istic impulses and lose themselves group welfare activity seem the 
ones who resist the the prison camps. Cultural activities, classes, 
athletics, music, moving pictures, plays, and religious work also vitally 
affect the extent which there conflict accommodation behind the 
barbed wires. What the role homosexuality? How far are efforts 
escape release mechanism for monotony? 

spite the criticisms, this pioneer study real contribution the 
sociology about the war complex. Sociology should making exhaustive 
studies just this kind, aid the treatment and conditions the 
prison camps subsequent conflicts. Prisoners war are not criminals 
but courageous soldiers whom the accidents war have cast behind the 
barbed wire. They present opportunity bridging international culture 
barriers and promoting cross-fertilization cultures. 

Jerome Davis 

Toronto 
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